
 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CONGRESS MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Saturday, September 12, 2009 
Greater Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, OH 

 
Present: Keith Howard, Chair 

Marc Rogoff, Member 
Mark Whitfield, Member 
Charlie Jones, Member 
Daryl Grigsby, At-Large Director 
Julia Anastasio, Government Affairs 
Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 

 
Absent:  Ziad Mazboudi, Member 
  Rick Person, Member 
 
Guests:  Connie Hartline, Publications 

Elizabeth Treadway, Body of Knowledge Task Force Chair 
Becky Stein, Certification Manager 
Karen Wilson, Professional Development 
Mabel Tinjaca, Professional Development 
Larry Koehle, President 

 
1. Call to order 
 Keith called the meeting to order at 1:01PM. 
 
2. Welcome and introductions 
 Committee members and new Board Liaison, Daryl Grigsby, introduced themselves. 
 
3. Review of the August meeting summary  
 The August meeting summary was approved. 
 
4. Legislative Update  
 Julia reported that the Climate Change bill in the Seattle has been postponed and a floor vote is 

unlikely before the end of session.  The bill should come out of Committee, though.  APWA is 
pushing for local government funding for adaptation.  The Center for Sustainability drafted a 
position paper that the Committee reviewed.  After all of the Technical Committees had a chance to 
comment, the paper will go to the Government Affairs Committee at their meeting this week.  With 
their approval, it can go on to the Board at their Wednesday meeting.  Julia likes the idea of putting 
together a new position on pharmaceutical producer responsibility but asked if the Committee is 
interested in looking at other producers, as well, such as electronics.  Keith asked about the Block 
Grants.  Julia said that a portion of the funds have gotten out but not all. 

 
5. New position papers 

a. Pharmaceuticals 
 The Water Committee indicated that they would like to cooperate on the new position paper.  Julia 

and Colene will continue to serve as go-betweens.  Julia suggested that the Committee draft 
something for Water to review and make additions. 
b. Do Not Mail 



 A partnership approach may be better for a position on a Do Not Mail registry.  It would be a list like 
the Do Not Call registry for people to opt out of junk mail.  SWANA is a potential partner as this is a 
waste reduction effort.   

 Keith thanked Marc for his help with the new position paper on waste-to-energy last year. 
 
6. Board Report 
 Daryl has been appointed to take George’s place for one year, the remainder of his term.  Next 

year, there will be an election for the position.  Congress ended up with around 950 attendees.  
That is down from projections.  The Board will discuss finances and reserve funds at their 
Wednesday meeting.  Total membership is 29,328.  The first time member campaign brought in 
over 1,300 members.  The elections results were George Crombie as President-Elect, Ron 
Caulkins for Region 8 and the others were all re-elected.  The Center for Sustainability will continue 
to be a focus in the coming year.  The Sustainability Conference is scheduled for June 8-10 in 
Minneapolis.  Elizabeth Treadway is Chair of the Body of Knowledge (BOK) Task Force and will be 
giving a report but that effort will continue this year and beyond.  The Committee provided 
comments on the BOK draft survey sometime ago.  The results of the survey will be presented 
along with next steps.  It’s really an effort to look at the whole field of public works.  The finalization 
of the Board’s strategic goals document is also on the agenda for this week. 

 
7. Education Report  
 Charlie reported that the Education Committee will meet tomorrow.  There are several Click, Listen 

& Learns coming up and a live workshop. 
 
8. Annual Report 2008-2009 
 A copy of the annual report to the Board was provided.  A highlight is definitely the new publication 

last year, the pocket guide. 
 
9. Featured speakers for Congress 2010 
 We received a response from Habitat from Humanity.  They have a speaker who could be available 

for next year’s Congress.  Marc suggested Karen Luken with the Clinton Foundation.  Julia 
suggested a speaker from Coke or Cassella.  Mark will double check on a contact name for 
Caterpillar.  He saw a speaker recently on their waste reduction efforts.  Other suggestions were a 
university speaker or a small brewery. 

 
10. Guaranteed Educational Sessions for Congress 2010 (DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2009.) 
a. Emerging trends – Marc  
b. The high tech manager – Keith and Ziad 
c. Food waste – Mark  

 The sessions need to be submitted by the end of the month.  The goal is to have the topics in front 
of the Congress Program Review Committee to help them in choosing alternate topics from the 
outside submittals.  CPR usually does their review in October. 

 
11. Articles for March 2010 issue of the Reporter (DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS JANUARY 15, 

2010.) 
a. Update on solid waste automation – Marc  
b. Future trends in solid waste – Marc  
c. Use of the new electronic technology – Keith and Ziad 
d. Carbon footprint and waste collection – Rick  
e. Old ways, can it work for solid waste – Charlie  
f. Extended producer responsibility, what can you do to help make it happen – Ziad  
g. Reuse – Ziad 
h. PAYT or SMART variable rate programs – Marc 

 Mark said that he could also submit an article on his trip to the Czech Republic since he has to 
prepare a report anyway. 

 
12. Certification proposal  



 The proposal needs to give an estimate of how many of those who indicate a responsibility for solid 
waste would actually pursue certification.  It needs to indicate the need for a new program and give 
a better distinction from existing programs from SWANA but also from APWA’s planned certification 
for public works officials.  It would be nice to include how many people actually pursue SWANA’s 
certification. 

 
13. Larry Koehle thanked Committee members for their continued service. 

 
14. Publications 
 Connie reported that APWA is debuting online publications for the first time.  There has been some 

difficulty in finalizing publications this year due to the time commitment for volunteers.  If it is of 
interest, it could be possible for a committee to identify topics or issues for a new publication and 
then put out a call for manuscripts.  The committee or a subcommittee could then review the 
submissions.  The pocket guide is doing very well, 578 have sold.  Marc has collected about 20 
stories, so far, for the new publication.  He reached out to some retired SWANA members and he’s 
gathered some newspaper stories that could be summarized.  Connie also said that suggestions for 
outside publications to be added to APWA’s bookstore are appreciated. 

 
15. Body of Knowledge Report  

Elizabeth Treadway introduced herself. She is Chair of the Body of Knowledge Task Force and 
Director from Region 3.  The BOK Task Force was established about 15 months ago.  There are 10 
members, representatives from each of the nine regions and the Chair.  They were charged with 
picking up from the Education Blueprint effort and taking the next step.  The survey went out and 
the goal was to evaluate not individual jobs but what does a public works organization need to 
perform its functions/deliver services.  A summary of survey results was provided.  Respondents 
indicated whether their agency is responsible or not for each function.  Additional breakdowns of 
the information can be provided such as U.S. vs. Canada, public vs. private, small vs. large 
community, etc.  Both members and nonmembers were surveyed.  The next step will be to gather 
information on what education is available in the public works industry.  For Phase II, Technical 
Committees are asked to look for education offerings in their field.  Solid waste education may be 
delivered through magazines, courses or conferences.  There is an online form to input information.  
The type of activity, the provider, etc. will be requested.  Chapters will be asked to supply 
information on their education activities but Committees can submit that as well.  The focus should 
be on non-APWA education offerings.  Certification programs should also be included.  Information 
should be submitted by Nov. 15.  An email with the instructions and link to the form will be sent after 
Congress.  Once all of the data is gathered, a report will be provided back to the Committee for 
comments.  A final report to the Board is planned for June. 

 
16. Mabel Tinjaca introduced herself as the new Director of Professional Development. 

 
17. Basecamp site 
 No one reported any issues with using the Basecamp site.  Everyone is still satisfied with how it’s 

functioning. 
 
18. Roster and Contact Information  
 Any changes to contact information should be reported to Colene. 
 
19. PowerPoint Presentation for Chapters  
 The presentation is available online for Chapters to use.  A copy of the presentation is also on 

Basecamp.  Any changes or suggestions should be reported to Colene. 
 
20. Quarterly reports to the House of Delegates 
 Colene prepares bullet points on the Committee’s activities each quarter.  The complete report on 

all committees is always made available if anyone is interested in what other committees are 
working on. 

 
21. Assignments for the annual review of the Solid Waste position papers 

a. Brownfields 



b. Electronics Recycling 
c. Environmental Justice in Providing Public Works Services – Charlie  
d. Environmentally Preferable and Recycled Content Product and Service Procurement 
e. Federal Resource Conservation & Recovery Act Program (Public Law 94-580) 
f. Integrated Solid Waste Management Systems – Mark  
g. Municipal Solid Waste Flow Control – Keith  
h. Municipal Solid Waste Organics Recycling – Mark  
i. Resource Recovery Utilizing Waste-to-Energy/Thermal Conversion Technologies – Marc  
j. Superfund 
k. Urban Infilling Impacts on Solid Waste Facilities – Charlie  

 The review must be complete in time for changes to be submitted to GAC prior to their Spring 
Meeting, around March.  Assignments for review will continue on the October conference call. 

 
22. 2009-2010 Business Plan 

The draft business plan was approved as written. 
 

23. Topic for next year’s Click, Listen & Learn 
A topic is not needed immediately.  The schedule is not set.  The Committee can request a 
particular time of year for delivery.  Two topics were discussed:  mandatory business recycling and 
organics recycling. 

 
24. Set date for the 2010 Spring Meeting 

George said on the last conference call that he is proposing that the Technical Committees meet 
with different Chapters around the country rather than meeting in Kansas City.  Three Technical 
Committees will meet by web conference but only two slots are taken so the Committee could still 
choose to meet online, especially if scheduling is a problem.  Committee members don’t think that 
web conferences work well and that meeting face-to-face is very important.  A date needs to be 
selected sometime in late February or in March.  The date will need to be final by October.  Early 
March was preferred. 

 
25. Monthly conference call schedule and time limit 

The Committee will keep the same meeting day and time, the second Thursday of each month at 
1:00PM Central.  There will be a new conference call provider beginning next month. 

 
26. New items 

It has been suggested that the joint session with the Emergency Management Committee on debris 
management could be prepared for Snow Conference instead of Congress and concentrate on 
snow and ice storm debris.  If it is submitted as a Congress session, neither Committee will have to 
give up a guaranteed session.  It will be an “extra” session. 

 
27. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 3:25PM. 


