
 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL SUMMARY 
August 13, 2009  

 
Present: Keith Howard, Chair  

George Crombie, Board Liaison 
  Charlie Jones, Member 
  Ziad Mazboudi, Member 

Rick Person, Member 
Marc Rogoff, Member 

  Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 
Julia Anastasio, Government Affairs 
Mabel Tinjaca, Professional Development 

   
Absent:  Mark Whitfield, Member 
 
 
1. Call to order 

Keith called the meeting to order at 1:02pm. 
 
2. Review and approval of the July meeting summary 

The summary of the July meeting was approved. 
 

3. Legislative Update 
Julia shared a copy of the pharmaceuticals take back bill.  NACO has weighed in on the need to 
address unwanted medicine in the waste stream.  There is one bill floating in the House and it’s been 
sent to Committee.  Ziad would like APWA to support legislation.  Keith suggested a joint effort with the 
Water Resources Committee.  Ziad is planning to put together an article for the Reporter.  He is 
planning to partner with a producer responsibility group on the article.  Julia will share a copy of the 
NACO resolution.  Maybe the article could be a start for a position paper.  Ziad will begin working on it 
when he gets back in September.  Colene will check with the Water Resources Committee.  Ziad said to 
put him as the contact person.  They have a conference call in two weeks.  Ziad said that he would also 
like to support the development of a Do Not Mail registry similar to the Do Not Call registry.  Julia 
suggested creating a position on that issue as well.  Julia reported that the Senate is working on a draft 
climate change bill.  It should be out around Sept. 8 with hearings and markup around Sept. 28.  There 
could be a vote by the end of the year. 
 

4. Education Report 
Charlie asked about registration for the recycling CLL.  Colene said there were 24-25.  Upcoming CLLs 
are “Indoor Air Quality with a Focus on New Technologies in HVAC” in September and “Performance 
Measures for Winter Maintenance” in October.  Upcoming live workshops are the Public Fleet 
Management Workshop, the Public Fleet Professional Study Guide and Construction Inspection.  The 
Sustainability Conference will be June 8-10, 2010 in Minneapolis. 

 
5. Center for Sustainability 

George reported that the Center for Sustainability met in Chicago.  They discussed how people think 
about things; what’s important in a community and why.  Another issue is how to sell public works in the 
future; how to convey its importance to quality of life, the environment and the economy.  The Center 
will have a conference call this month and a meeting in October.  They should be giving the Board their 
draft business plan in January. 
 

6. Board Report 



George reported that everyone is gearing up for Congress.  The local host chapter is doing a great job.  
Rick asked about the Sustainability Conference and Julia said that the call for presentations is already 
out.  She is sending the link.  George is planning to put an item on the Board’s agenda in September on 
the Technical Committees holding their Spring Meetings around the country and with different chapters. 

 
7. Review of the Board’s Strategy Document 

A copy of the Board’s strategy document was provided.  The Board would like to know if the Committee 
has any comments.  They want to make sure that the document reflects everyone’s ideas.  Peter is 
gathering any comments or concerns from the Committees.  Keith said that the document is “big picture” 
and touches on the important issues and drivers for the future.  George said that the major elements like 
sustainability, education, and funding are addressed.  He asked if the Board is on the right course.  
Keith said it was good to see sustainability as a value.  Everyone agreed that it was a good big picture 
look at APWA. 
 

8. Congress sessions for 2010  
a. Emerging trends – Marc  
b. The high tech manager – Keith and Ziad 
c. Food waste – Mark  

Education sessions must be submitted by the end of September.  Marc has already submitted his 
session.  Keith and Ziad will try to talk next week. 

 
9. Potential featured speakers for Congress 2010 

Keith has asked that this item continue on each agenda.  Letters went out to the priority list.  There has 
not been a glowing response.  Keith asked if personal contacts should be the next step.  So far, only 
Habitat for Humanity has responded by saying they would get back with a decision.  Keith and Charlie 
are going to make some calls.  George can help with a contact in the region.  He attended a Congress 
planning meeting for Boston and the host committee’s fund raising and other efforts are going well. 

 
10. Reporter articles for 2010 

a. Update on solid waste automation – Marc  
b. 25 tips you can use 
c. Future trends in solid waste 
d. Use of the new electronic technology – Keith and Ziad 
e. Carbon footprint and waste collection – Rick  
f. Old ways, can it work for solid waste – Charlie  
g. Extended producer responsibility, what can you do to help make it happen – Ziad  
h. Reuse – Ziad 
i. PAYT or SMART variable rate programs – Marc 

The list was generated at the Spring Meeting.  Articles are due in January.  Marc will also look into item 
c.  

 
11. Certification proposal 

a. Goals of new program – Marc  
b. Benefits to individual, employer, public or others – Marc  
c. Size and description of target population – Keith  
d. Role and functions of solid waste manager – Charlie  
e. Education and/or work experience – Mark  
f. Other certification programs – Ziad  

 Keith said his goal is still to have the proposal assembled by Congress.  Marc’s sections are still the 
only ones to be returned.  There is about a month left to work on it.  Charlie will send his section next 
week. 

 
12. Congress Meeting 

Colene asked that anyone with agenda items for the Congress Meeting pass them along.  She will be 
putting together a draft agenda for Keith’s review soon.  Two items that will be on the agenda are a 
report on the Body of Knowledge from Elizabeth Treadway and Becky Stein, and Connie will be in to 
discuss publications.  The meeting is Saturday, Sept. 12, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. 
 

13. New items 



a. Ziad will be going to Jordan and Lebanon.  George asked him to make a contact for a new 
international chapter/partner.   

b. Ziad suggested that the session on disaster debris proposed by the Emergency Management 
Committee include a speaker from FEMA.  He said that the topic is very broad.  Keith said that 
we should let them know that we are open to discussing it and ask them to narrow down the 
topic a little, if possible. 

c. Ziad emailed a copy of the reuse directory that he mentioned last month. 
d. Keith said that Florida had its final public meeting on its 2008 Energy Bill.  Three to four pages 

of the bill deal with recycling.  It sets a recycling goal of 75%.  He will share a link to the draft 
recommendation.  There are provisions on business recycling and C&D.  One controversial 
point is the inclusion of WTE to meet the goal. 

 
14. Congress sessions for 2009 (no action needed) 

a. Landfill Gas Carbon Credits - What They Mean to Landfill Owners 9/14/2009 10:30 AM - 12:00 
PM Marc Rogoff 

b. Nontraditional Solid Waste Management Labor Sources 9/14/2009 3:00 PM - 3:50 PM Cynthia 
Mitchell  

c. Looking inside the crystal bin:  What does future solid waste hauling look like? 9/15/2009 10:00 
AM - 10:50 AM Keith Howard 

 
15. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 1:54pm. 


