
 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL SUMMARY 
July 9, 2009  

 
Present: Keith Howard, Chair  

George Crombie, Board Liaison 
Mark Whitfield, Member 

  Charlie Jones, Member 
  Ziad Mazboudi, Member 

Marc Rogoff, Member 
  Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 

Julia Anastasio, Government Affairs 
   
Absent:  Rick Person, Member 
 
 
1. Call to order 

Keith called the meeting to order at 1:04pm. 
 
2. Review and approval of the June meeting summary 

The summary of the June meeting was approved. 
 

3. Legislative Update 
Julia reported that the House passed the Climate Change Bill on June 26.  The action is moving over to 
the Senate.  There is a plan to have the markup by mid September.  The Senate will use the House 
version as a starting point.  There is one provision that may be of interest.  Title I covers the Combined 
Efficiency and Renewable Electricity Standard.  There’s also a provision for large scale vehicle 
electrification that could impact collection trucks.  Julia sent a summary of the House version last week 
and will continue to monitor the Senate version.  George asked about the impact to incinerators of the 
proposed cap and trade.  Julia said that only facilities producing 25,000 metric tons or more would be 
impacted.  Keith doesn’t think there are many facilities producing that much. 
  

4. Education Report 
Charlie noted that there are two Click, Listen & Learns coming up:  Greening the Fleet, next week and 
recycling on August 6.  The two speakers for the recycling CLL are Barry Edwards with Catawba County 
and Lisa Skumatz with SERA, Inc.  Keith said that Lisa did a lot of speaking on pay as you throw.  Ziad 
asked if PAYT is gaining momentum.  It’s a very political initiative for local governments. 

 
5. Board Report 

George reported on the June Board Meeting in Louisville.  They continued to work on strategic planning 
and went over the budget.  Julia will be working with the Center for Sustainability.  They will have their 
first meeting in Chicago on July 23.  The strategic plan includes a strong priority on communication with 
the members and increasing transparency.  Overhauling the website and utilizing other new technology 
will help meet the goal.  Education continues to be key to the association.  Young leaders and new 
memberships are important.  Chapter development is also important.  There will be a focus on revenue.  
The Board spent a lot of time on the overall strategy of APWA and the idea of staff taking a greater role 
on issues.  Rather than having issues entirely member driven, there should be a balance between 
members and staff.  George bought up the idea of moving the Technical Committees’ Spring Meetings 
around the country and have committees meet with local chapters.  He also mentioned the importance 
of committees having two face to face meetings each year.  He asked for comments on moving the 
Spring Meetings.  Committee members liked the idea of visiting chapters.  Keith said that Technical 
Committee members are limited by their contacts and it would be a positive to meet with chapters and 



expand contacts.  The interaction would be valuable for both sides.  Not many chapters are interested in 
solid waste.  George suggested that APWA could put out a stream of information on solid waste like 
advocacy issues are disseminated or like the daily email updates put out by ICMA.  Keith asked about 
the success of WeArePublicWorks.org.  There are over 400 members and new members continue to 
join regularly with no marketing campaign.  The experience with the site will be useful in planning for the 
new APWA.net and its incorporation of web 2.0 tools. 

 
6. Congress sessions for 2010  

a. Emerging trends – Marc  
b. The high tech manager – Keith and Ziad 
c. Food waste – Mark  

Session titles and descriptions are due at the end of September.  Keith’s agency has a travel ban but he 
will be allowed to attend Congress this year because of his work with the Committee. 

 
7. Potential featured speakers for Congress 2010 

Keith and Colene are working on a letter and will get it out before the next meeting.  There is no 
additional information on available space yet.  It’s still okay to assume that the general session room will 
be available.  Two conferences scheduled for this year have been canceled recently, First Responders 
and NRC. 

 
8. Certification proposal 

a. Goals of new program – Marc  
b. Benefits to individual, employer, public or others – Marc  
c. Size and description of target population – Keith  
d. Role and functions of solid waste manager – Charlie  
e. Education and/or work experience – Mark  
f. Other certification programs – Ziad  

 Marc sent his two sections.  Mark will take item e.  Keith is still planning to submit the proposal by 
Congress.  Ziad has found a lot of information.  SWANA has their certification for solid waste managers, 
but most other programs are for operators.  Several states have certifications for operators of different 
solid waste facilities like landfills, incinerators and composting facilities.  The Canadian programs are 
also for operators, not managers, and they work with SWANA on some of their programs.  Total 
Recycling Associates offers a course for the newly appointed recycling official. 

 
9. Draft business plan for 2009-2010 

Colene sent a draft business plan based on the discussion at the Spring Meeting.  There were no 
changes.  Julia said that the Center for Sustainability may want the Technical Committees to add a 
sustainability item to their business plans.  Ziad asked about the last two items encouraging/supporting 
the Solid Waste Manager Award and efforts like Earth Day and America Recycles Day.  He noted that 
the Committee doesn’t do much with these and suggested using an article or the website to recognize 
the efforts of members. 
 

10. New items 
a. Ziad is going to Jordan next month to conduct training on hazardous waste issues.  George 

suggested that he ask someone about forming a chapter.  He thinks it’s important to open up 
international relationships. 

b. Ziad has expanded his reuse directory to include South Orange County.  They have been 
awarded a $400,000 grant to start food waste composting in ten cities. 

 
11. Congress sessions for 2009 (no action needed) 

a. Landfill Gas Carbon Credits - What They Mean to Landfill Owners 9/14/2009 10:30 AM - 12:00 
PM Marc Rogoff 

b. Nontraditional Solid Waste Management Labor Sources 9/14/2009 3:00 PM - 3:50 PM Cynthia 
Mitchell  

c. Looking inside the crystal bin:  What does future solid waste hauling look like? 9/15/2009 10:00 
AM - 10:50 AM Keith Howard 

 
12. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 1:58 pm. 


