
 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL SUMMARY 
June 11, 2009  

 
Present: Keith Howard, Chair  
  Charlie Jones, Member 
  Ziad Mazboudi, Member 

Marc Rogoff, Member 
  Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 

Christina Davis, Professional Development 
Mabel Tinjaca, Professional Development 

   
Absent:  Rick Person, Member 

Mark Whitfield, Member 
George Crombie, Board Liaison 

 
 
1. Call to order 

Keith called the meeting to order at 1:05pm. 
 
2. Review and approval of the May meeting summary 

The summary of the May meeting was approved. 
 

3. Education Report 
Charlie said speakers are still needed for the CLL in August.  Keith spoke to a vendor that sells 
equipment to process Styrofoam for recycling for small operations but there’s no local end use and he’s 
reluctant to use a vendor.  Christina said that she contacted Bob Bylone with the Pennsylvania 
Recycling Markets Center.  He recommended John Yingling from PA and Kurt Fenstermacher from TX.  
Christina will contact them.  The CLL is scheduled for Aug. 6.  Christina noted that there are two more 
CLLs coming up prior to that; one on June 25 on subsurface utility engineering and one on July 23 on 
greening the fleet. 

 
4. Legislative Update  

None. 
 

5. Board Report 
None. 

 
6. Congress sessions for 2010  

a. Emerging trends 
Marc will take this topic.  He is thinking of including out-sourcing. 

b. The high tech manager 
Colene said that the Engineering and Technology Committee is discussing a session on GPS 
shared between a solid waste fleet and other vehicles.  They have not committed to the topic 
but Colene will keep checking with them to avoid any overlap in content or speakers.  Ziad 
mentioned that trucks in his city are equipped with video cameras.  Keith said that scale-
equipped trucks and container tracking could be covered.  There are several new technologies 
for data acquisition.  Keith and Ziad will work on this session. 

c. Food waste – Mark  
Everyone will work on refining their topics for next month. 

 
7. Potential featured speakers for Congress 2010 



Keith took the list discussed previously and refined it, adding some information and links.  This was sent 
out last week.  Keith suggested that the list be prioritized so that the Committee could start sending out 
letters to the top choices.  Keith suggested that three would be needed if the goal was to have one 
follow each general session.  Ziad said Habitat ReStore and Mayor Bloomberg would be good.  There 
were also preferences for speakers from Caterpillar, Ben & Jerry’s, the City of Cambridge (home of 
Harvard) and Lenox Hotel.  Committee members still like the film festival idea.  Keith suggested running 
videos in a booth.  Ziad asked if the timing would be right to do something on greenhouse gases and 
cap and trade.  It could be timely with pending legislation.  Communities are looking at climate change 
plans and energy community block grants.  Most communities seem to be concentrating on coming up 
with a plan in order to secure funds.  Everyone liked the idea of looking for an EPA speaker on carbon 
credits or cap and trade legislation and the specific implications to the solid waste industry.  Colene will 
ask Julia if she has suggestions and Marc will check when he attends the Region 9 conference, coming 
up.  Someone from the Boston region might be good so they could use local examples.  Right now the 
list of potential featured speakers contains people from the public sector, a nonprofit and a few 
corporate.  Colene asked if the Committee would like to shoot for a speaker in each category.  Colene 
will revise the list to reflect these new priorities.  Keith checked in with the new Red Sox facility but there 
are no specific sustainability goals for the facility.  Keith and Colene will work on a draft letter. 

 
8. Certification proposal 

a. Goals of new program – Marc  
b. Benefits to individual, employer, public or others – Marc  
c. Size and description of target population – Keith  
d. Role and functions of solid waste manager – Charlie  
e. Education and/or work experience 
f. Other certification programs – Ziad  

 Keith suggested assigning the parts of the form so that each Committee member only has to write a 
paragraph or two.  Keith would like to have the proposal completed by Congress.  Ziad will look into 
other certification programs.  Colene mentioned that a search online turned up several job descriptions 
for solid waste managers that are either requiring or requesting SWANA’s certification for managers.  
Ziad said that SWANA has no competition.  Marc asked if there will be money to support the new 
certification program’s development.  Keith spoke with Peter and he said that allocating the funds is not 
an issue if the Board approves the new program.  Marc has been involved with some of SWANA’s 
training programs.  They usually started with a survey of the knowledge base for the job.  SWANA 
contracts with someone to put the course together.  Colene said that APWA does do a similar survey of 
the knowledge base and also uses a contractor but the contractor brings together the subject matter 
experts and item writers to compile their information for the exam.  The feasibility study is actually the 
first step after approval from the Certification Commission.  Marc said that SWANA doesn’t spend much 
on their contractor.  Colene said that APWA will spend over $200,000 on the development of a new 
certification program.  If a course is developed later, it is only a study guide.  It goes over what a solid 
waste manager should know.  It doesn’t teach solid waste management.  Assignments for the parts 
were made.  Keith will ask Mark to take the remaining item.  Colene will resend the example proposal.  
Keith will share with Ziad the copy of SWANA’s syllabus.  Ziad will look for local and state programs too. 

 
9. New items 

a. Ziad hosted a Jordanian group.  They toured the new household hazardous waste reuse center.  
He also had a composting workshop recently.  There were over 100 participants.  Speakers 
covered the use of pesticides, erosion control, etc. 

b. Colene said that Lillie is working on adding two “green” items to the bookstore this year and two 
next year.  Dave passed along the Committee’s t-shirt idea and they have been coming up with 
some green slogans.  They want to know if the Committee would prefer a green slogan or 
something more like pride in being a trash hauler, like the snowfighter shirts.  Colene will send 
the slogans they brainstormed. 

c. Keith has received several awards lately; one for renewable energy project of the year, an 
environmental structure award from the APWA Florida Chapter, plus two more.  He’s also got 2 
big projects coming up.  They will be converting a MRF to single stream.  They plan to have it 
running by fall 2010.  They are breaking ground on a new co-composting facility soon. 

d. Marc is speaking at an EPA Region 9 conference on waste-to-energy and what it means to 
island communities. 

 



10. Congress sessions for 2009 (no action needed) 
a. Landfill Gas Carbon Credits - What They Mean to Landfill Owners 9/14/2009 10:30 AM - 12:00 

PM Marc Rogoff 
b. Nontraditional Solid Waste Management Labor Sources 9/14/2009 3:00 PM - 3:50 PM Cynthia 

Mitchell  
c. Looking inside the crystal bin:  What does future solid waste hauling look like? 9/15/2009 10:00 

AM - 10:50 AM Keith Howard 
 
11. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 1:54 pm. 
 

 


