
 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

 
February 12, 2009 

 
Present: Keith Howard, Chair 

George Crombie, Board Liaison 
Charlie Jones, Member 

  Ziad Mazboudi, Member 
  Mark Whitfield, Member 

Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 
  Christina Davis, Education 
 
Absent: Marc Rogoff, Member 

Rick Person, Member  
 
 
  
1. Call to order 

Keith called the meeting to order at 1:02 PM Central. 
 
2. Review of the January meeting summary 

The summary of the January meeting was approved. 
 

3. Education Report 
Charlie reported that the Education Committee met in January.  Larry Koehle asked for input regarding 
Education Committee appointments for next year.  Most likely, the same structure will continue, with a 
member from each Technical Committee.  Appointments will be made in April.  The Committee 
discussed plans for the Education Summit and CLL topics for the coming year.  There was an idea to 
put together something targeted to small communities.  Charlie asked if it should have a solid waste 
component.  Keith mentioned the work done in Alaska to put together landfill operator certification for 
small sites.  Chris mentioned the Committee’s CLL topic choice, the impact of energy costs and/or 
recycling markets on solid waste operating costs.  Speaker suggestions will be needed soon so the 
discussion should probably start next month. 
 

4. Congress sessions for 2009 
a. Carbon credits – Marc  
b. Nontraditional labor in solid waste – Keith 
c. Future of hauling (speaker from hauling company) – Keith  

Keith is working with haulers to finalize his speakers. 
 

5. Position papers review 
All of the reviews are complete.  Keith suggested changing “funding incentives” to just “incentives” in the 
organics recycling paper.  Mark mentioned the disincentive of low tipping fees in most areas.  Everyone 
should take another look at this paper and Julia’s comments on the flow control paper before the March 
meeting. 
 

6. Body of Knowledge survey 
The Body of Knowledge Task Force is attempting to define public works by identifying all of the 
functional areas of public works.  The survey will include a general list of functions.  The solid waste 
portion was sent to committee members for review.  Keith and Ziad added a few items and those have 
already been passed along to the Task Force.  There were no additional comments. 

 
7. Spring Meeting 



It has been difficult for everyone to find acceptable flight times.  The possibility of wrapping up the 
meeting a little earlier was mentioned.  Colene offered to order in lunch if everyone prefers a working 
lunch and an earlier finish.  Hotel forms will be going out soon.  Dave Dancy from Marketing or Dana 
Priddy from Meetings will likely attend the meeting to join in a discussion of plans for Congress 2010.  
Keith emailed some ideas.  Colene shared the email with Dave, Dana and Karen Wilson from 
Education.  Staff will meet to discuss who could best represent the Congress planning team at the 
Spring Meeting.  Committee members discussed the shared exhibit floor with WasteCon.  Keith believes 
it will be too difficult to hold education session on the floor due to the noise.  Colene will begin working 
on the Spring Meeting agenda soon.  Members should forward any agenda item suggestions.  The 
agenda may include a brief update on APWA’s recent efforts and plans to utilize social media.  George 
suggested that the Committee take some time to do some good strategic planning and really brainstorm 
future projects.  A flip chart or whiteboard will be needed. 

 
8. Legislative Update 

None. 
 

9. Board Report 
George reported that the Board met in Kansas City a couple of weeks ago.  They focused on strategic 
planning.  They are putting together some questions, looking for feedback from members and chapters 
on the direction for the Board and for programs.  Financially, the association is still okay.  Membership is 
still up.  Preparation is going on for Congress in Columbus.  Everyone is aware of the possible 
challenges posed by cuts in travel budgets.  Boston in 2010 should have great turnout; interest is 
already high.  Government Affairs has been keeping everyone up to date on the stimulus bill.  The new 
Center for Sustainability will be under the oversight of the Directors At Large.  About 160 very qualified 
people applied to be a part of the Center and 12 have now been appointed.  The Sustainability 
Conference is coming up at the end of March in Charlotte.  There is a lot of interest in sustainability in 
the chapters too.  Ziad mentioned that he has been approached by his chapter to start a sustainability 
committee.   
 

10. New items 
Ziad asked about the Stormwater Manager certification.  It is new this year.  The first test will be in May 
in Dallas, followed by another test at Congress.  Eventually, the test will move online.  Keith suggested 
that the Committee revisit the discussion of certification or certificates for integrated solid waste 
management professionals at the Spring Meeting.  SWANA has technical certifications but they don’t 
pull it all together.  George will send a copy of the article he wrote for AAEE recently.  Ziad is sharing his 
zero waste resolution and a resolution to ban plastic bags and polystyrene containers.  He also 
mentioned his recent green building presentations in Egypt. 
 

11. Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 1:44 PM. 


