
 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL SUMMARY 
 

December 10, 2009  
 
Present: Keith Howard, Chair  
  Daryl Grigsby, Board Liaison 

Mark Whitfield, Member 
Marc Rogoff, Member 
Charlie Jones, Member 

  Rick Person, Member  
  Howard LaFever, Center for Sustainability 
  Karen Wilson, Education 
  Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 
   
Absent:   Ziad Mazboudi, Member 
 
 
1. Call to order 

Keith called the meeting to order at 1:05pm Central. 
 
2. Review of the November meeting summary 

The summary of the November meeting was approved. 
 

3. Board Report 
Daryl said that nominations for committees opened on Dec. 1 online.  It closes Mar. 1.  George Crombie 
will then make appointments.  The DC office moved one block down.  The new address is 1275 K St. 
NW, Suite 750.  There is a Chapter Treasurers webinar today.  The accreditation and certification 
programs are still moving.  GAC will meet Apr. 26-28 in DC.  Mark and Charlie will need to submit 
nominations for appointment to another term before Mar. 1.  Rick’s third term will end at Congress 2010. 
 

4. Center for Sustainability Update 
Howard LaFever reported on the Center for Sustainability.  It was originally created from a 
recommendation from a Task Force.  Noel then appointed 12 members from across the U.S. and 
Canada.  Most of them on in the public works field but two are with sustainability offices and one is a 
professor.  The five At-Large Directors and Julia also serve.  There have been two face-to-face 
meetings.  Another meeting is scheduled for February.  Michael Mucha, Olympia Public Works Director 
is the chair.  They have come up with a mission statement, vision and framework, so far.  The 
framework will be rolled out to the members soon.  Their mission is to build the skills, knowledge and 
tools for members to exercise sustainable leadership in their communities.  Their vision is to position 
APWA and its members to build relationships based on trust and respect to jointly create vibrant, 
healthy places that enrich community life.  Their long term strategies include four items.  The first is the 
framework.  It is meant as a way to review all aspects of a decision to help make a sustainable choice.  
It can be applied to programs, projects, agreements, etc.  It uses a systems approach.  The framework 
has undergone some beta-testing and is being tweaked.  It is to be unveiled after the beginning of the 
year.  The May issue of the Reporter will have a sustainability focus again.  The Sustainability 
Conference will be Jun. 8-10 in Minneapolis.  The second long term strategy is professional 
development; creating a knowledge center, tools, case studies, and training to create champions of 
sustainability and a culture where members participate.  The third strategy is partnerships; identifying 
partners at all levels and leveraging resources.  The fourth strategy is advocacy.  They have discussed 
the idea of a public works ethic and creating the next generation of leaders.  The framework is a one-
page SWOT analysis asking questions about ecological integrity, economic security, empowerment, 



efficiency and health.  Daryl said that all of the Technical Committees are getting updates from the 
Center on their calls right now.  Chapters have also been updated.  There’s a real effort to keep 
everyone informed. 

5. Legislative Update 
Julia was not available for the call. 
 

6. Potential featured speakers for Congress 2010 
Karen said that she is holding space for the featured speakers.  There will not be a Tuesday general 
session so all of the speakers could be put back to back.  Keith said that he’s working on 3 groups of 
speakers: industry (Coke and another undecided business), policy (Clinton Foundation and EPA), and 
the final one would include the speaker from Habitat for Humanity.  Casella Waste or the City of 
Cambridge could still be worked in.  Karen said that CPR has met and all of the sessions have been 
chosen.  Jan. 4 is the marketing deadline so the schedule needs to be firmed up before then.  The 
featured speakers can be spread across three days or all on Tuesday.  A final choice is needed by 
Tuesday of next week.  Besides the Committee’s three guaranteed sessions, there will be six other solid 
waste sessions.  Mark asked if there were any unused sessions on organics.  There’s also a session on 
biomass.  The final choice was to put all of the speakers on Tuesday morning. 
 

7. Congress sessions for 2010 
a. Emerging Trends in Solid Waste Management – Marc  
Marc’s session will be a workshop on Wednesday morning. 
b. Recycling Economics 101 – Keith and Ziad 
c. Organic Recycling, The New Frontier – Mark  
d. Disaster debris session with Emergency Management Committee – Ziad  

 Speaker names are needed by February. 
 

8. Certification proposal 
Keith said that the proposal is stalled without the letters of support.  Only Rick has sent contacts.  
Letters do not have to be from APWA members, just anyone in the industry with an interest in 
certification.  Contacts should be sent to Keith. 
 

9. Publications 
a. Trash stories – Marc 

Marc has titled the book, “Trash Talk.”  Colene got the first look.  It’s a good mix of stories.  
Marc is still waiting on some promised stories.  He’s hoping to have them by the end of the year 
and then start working with Connie. 

b. History of recycling – Keith 
Keith is slowly working on an outline. 

 
10. Reporter articles for 2010 

a. Update on solid waste automation – Marc  
b. Future trends in solid waste – Marc  
c. Use of the new electronic technology – Keith and Ziad 
d. Carbon footprint and waste collection – Rick  
e. Old ways, can it work for solid waste – Charlie  
f. Extended producer responsibility, what can you do to help make it happen – Ziad  
g. Reuse – Ziad 
h. PAYT or SMART variable rate programs – Marc 
i. Czech Republic trip – Mark  

There were no changes. 
 

11. Spring Meeting in Kansas City, March 19, 2010 
March 19 is the final date.  Colene will contact the KC Metro Chapter solid waste committee about a 
possible meeting the afternoon/evening before. 
 

12. Education Report 
Charlie said that the Education Committee also received an update on the Center for Sustainability.  
They are currently working on a SWOT analysis and have a conference call next week.  Colene said 



that two Click, Listen & Learns are coming up:  Understanding Your Agency’s Carbon Footprint on Dec. 
17 and Urban Street Trees on Jan. 7.  Registration is now open for the Sustainability Conference and 
Snow Conference.  Snow Conference is in Omaha.  There is another Master’s program with a public 
works concentration.  The new program is offered by the University of Nebraska at Omaha. 
 

13. New items 
Howard said that the Committee is doing good work and that he served on the Committee years ago. 
 

14. Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 2:09pm. 

 
 


