
 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL SUMMARY 
 

October 8, 2009  
 
Present: Keith Howard, Chair  

Daryl Grigsby, Board Liaison 
  Charlie Jones, Member 
  Ziad Mazboudi, Member 
  Rick Person, Member  

Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 
   
Absent:  Mark Whitfield, Member 

Marc Rogoff, Member 
 
 
1. Call to order 

Keith called the meeting to order at 1:04pm Central. 
 
2. Review of the September meeting summary 

The summary of the September meeting was approved. 
 

3. Board Report 
Daryl said that the Board discussed the Technical Committee Spring Meetings.  The original plan was 
for three committees to meet by web conference next year.  George proposed restoring the funding and 
allowing the meetings to take place with a chapter.  It was approved by the Board in a close vote.  The 
Committees will decide whether to meet in Kansas City or elsewhere.  If another location is requested, it 
must be approved by Peter King.  Also at the September Board meeting, Milwaukee was selected for 
the 2012 Snow Conference and Phoenix was selected for Congress 2015.  The call is out for 
applications for the Jennings Randolph Fellowship to New Zealand and Mexico.  Applications are due 
Nov. 15.  The Center for Sustainability will meet in Kansas City Oct. 22-23.  The At-Large Directors will 
set aside sometime at that meeting to discuss the Technical Committee Spring Meetings.  The Board 
discussed Congress attendance.  There was a decline in both vendors and attendees this year.  A poll 
was taken among vendors.  The commitments for Boston are low compared to previous years.  The 
Board may look at the format of Congress in the future.  The Board also approved their strategic goals.  
Larry Koehle laid out his agenda.  The Center for Sustainability and the Body of Knowledge will both be 
a focus.  The reluctance among Board members to approve the proposal for the Spring Meetings was 
based on funds, not the value of the meetings. 

 
4. Legislative Update  

Julia was not available for the call. 
 

5. Congress sessions for 2010  
a. Emerging trends – Marc  
b. The high tech manager – Keith and Ziad 
c. Food waste – Mark  

All of the sessions, but one, have been submitted.  It should be in tomorrow.  Keith said the topic is 
being changed to Recycling 101.  He’s sending an abstract to make sure everyone is okay with the 
change.  Rick asked if there’s any information on SWANA’s education sessions.  Keith said their call just 
went out so it will be awhile. 
 

6. Potential featured speakers for Congress 2010 



Speakers need to be finalized.  There will be an hour to an hour and a half available each day.  The 
sessions will have to run during education sessions.  If for any reason the general session room cannot 
be used, we can always move to one of the large education session rooms.  The exact times cannot be 
pinned down until after the education sessions have been selected.  Habitat, Clinton, Coke, California 
product stewardship, a brewery, Casella, and the living treatment inventor are still on the list of 
possibilities.  One and a half hours is too long for one speaker.  Two speakers could be paired up.  
Dave Dancy said at the Spring Meeting that SWANA attendees will not be able to attend APWA 
sessions without registering for Congress.  The Committee would like to propose that these featured 
speakers be open to anyone.  This would require promoting the offer to SWANA attendees somehow. 

 
7. Reporter articles for 2010 

a. Update on solid waste automation – Marc  
b. Future trends in solid waste – Marc  
c. Use of the new electronic technology – Keith and Ziad 
d. Carbon footprint and waste collection – Rick  
e. Old ways, can it work for solid waste – Charlie  
f. Extended producer responsibility, what can you do to help make it happen – Ziad  
g. Reuse – Ziad 
h. PAYT or SMART variable rate programs – Marc 
i. Czech Republic trip – Mark  

Ziad might change the reuse article to CFL recycling.  The rest of the articles are still on track. 
 

8. Certification proposal 
Keith revised the proposal based on the discussion at the Congress meeting.  He sent out a copy of the 
latest version.  Everyone’s comments are needed.  Once everyone approves a final proposal, Colene 
will ask Becky to look it over to make sure all of the sections are complete.  Next, Becky will send it out 
to the members of the Certification Commission and they will convene a conference call.  If the proposal 
is ready this week or next, it may be possible to have a response from the Commission before the next 
meeting.  There is only one other new certification program in the works right now, the public works 
official. 

 
9. New publication 

Marc emailed that he has received a few more stories and is still trying to collect more. 
 
10. Assignments for the annual review of the Solid Waste position papers 

a. Brownfields – Ziad  
b. Electronics Recycling – Rick  
c. Environmental Justice in Providing Public Works Services – Charlie  
d. Environmentally Preferable and Recycled Content Product and Service Procurement – Rick  
e. Federal Resource Conservation & Recovery Act Program (Public Law 94-580) – Keith  
f. Integrated Solid Waste Management Systems – Mark  
g. Municipal Solid Waste Flow Control – Keith  
h. Municipal Solid Waste Organics Recycling – Mark  
i. Resource Recovery Utilizing Waste-to-Energy/Thermal Conversion Technologies – Marc  
j. Superfund – Ziad  
k. Urban Infilling Impacts on Solid Waste Facilities – Charlie  

The remaining papers were assigned.  The review needs to be complete in time to get any revisions out 
to GAC before their spring meeting.  The papers will be put on the December and January agendas with 
a goal of having them complete in February. 
 

11. New position papers 
a. Pharmaceuticals take-back 
b. Do Not Mail registry 

Ziad will draft something for both.  Colene will send an example for format. 
 

12. Body of Knowledge data collection 
Keith said that the Body of Knowledge survey results are available and the information can be broken 
down, if requested.  The next step is to collect data on available training, conferences, online courses, 



magazines, etc.  Everyone should use the online survey form to enter training and education offerings 
from outside of APWA. 
 

13. Date for Spring Meeting in Kansas City 
Keith confirmed that Committee members prefer not to meet online in the spring.  There was some 
discussion about whether to meet with a chapter and which chapters are the most active in terms of 
solid waste.  It would probably have to be a large chapter.  The Committee would need to establish what 
the goals are in meeting with a chapter.  It was suggested that the Committee could meet in Kansas City 
as originally planned but also meet with the Kansas City Metro Chapter as a kind of trial.  The KC Metro 
Chapter has a Solid Waste Committee.  March 11-12 was suggested.  It may or may not be necessary 
to coordinate with the Water Resources Management Committee, depending on where they choose to 
meet. 
 

14. New items 
Ziad said that there has been a lot of talk recently about new types of waste like solar panels.  Keith has 
seen several articles, too. 
 

15. Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 2:09pm. 

 
 


