
 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

 
January 8, 2009 

 
Present: Keith Howard, Chair 

George Crombie, Board Liaison 
Rick Person, Member  
Charlie Jones, Member 

  Ziad Mazboudi, Member 
  Mark Whitfield, Member 

Marc Rogoff, Member 
Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 

  Julia Anastasio, Government Affairs 
  Karen Wilson, Education 
 
  
1. Call to order 

Keith called the meeting to order at 1:03 PM Central. 
 
2. Review of the December meeting summary 

The summary of the December meeting was approved. 
 

3. Board Report 
George reported that applications for members of the new APWA Center for Sustainability are due 
today.  Over 100 have expressed interest, so far.  Committee nominations are open until March.  
Nominations are accepted online.  The Board will meet in Kansas City at the end of the month.  
Strategic planning will be discussed. 
 

4. Legislative Update 
Julia reported that the stimulus package still has few details but something should be in writing in the 
next week or two.  A vote isn’t expected until around President’s Day.  Infrastructure funding is still part 
of the package.  About $300 billion is expected.  Existing funding mechanisms will be used to get the 
money out for projects.  For example, the State Revolving Fund program will be used to distribute funds 
for water projects.  APWA will send an alert out to members to contact their representatives on the 
stimulus bill soon.  The 111th Congress is ramping up.  Members were sworn in this week.  Committee 
assignments should be coming out soon.  Names are being floated for the head of the EPA Office of 
Solid Waste and for other assistant director positions in EPA. 
 

5. Education Report 
Karen said that there was only one CLL in December and then a break over the holidays.  January 
programs include the third session in the sustainability series on Jan. 15 and a CLL on public-private 
partnerships.  A new CLL has been added to the schedule for February and it will be free for members.  
The topic is reinvesting in transportation and will cover the reauthorization toolkit.  It is set for Feb. 19.  
The Education Committee will meet Jan. 23-24 and discuss topics for next year’s programs.  Next 
month, planning will need to begin for the CLL on solid waste scheduled for August.  A topic and 
speakers are needed.  Marketing for the free CLL in February will begin soon but it’s available online 
now. 

 
6. Click, Listen & Learn topics 

Charlie has a list of topics from the Committee for the Education Committee meeting.  If any of them are 
timely, a topic could be pulled to use for August.  Job losses, budget cuts, layoffs and cuts to recycling 
programs were all discussed.  How the recycling market works was a topic discussed previously. 

 



7. Congress 2010 
The Committee would like to begin planning for Congress 2010 and contact SWANA.  Karen said that 
the Ohio Chapter of SWANA will be having a workshop in Columbus at the same time as Congress this 
year.  APWA gave up a room in the convention center for them.  Their attendees will have access to the 
Congress exhibit floor.  The Committee will begin discussing plans for 2010 at the Spring Meeting.  
Maybe the Committee’s sessions could be repeated on the SWANA side or sessions could be held on 
the exhibit floor.  Dana Priddy, Meetings Director, will be invited to the Spring Meeting. 

 
8. Congress sessions for 2009 

a. Carbon credits – Marc  
b. Nontraditional labor in solid waste – Keith 
c. Future of hauling (speaker from hauling company) – Keith  

All of the sessions are on the schedule.  Notices to submitters will go out by the end of the month.  
There are two landfill gas sessions.  One came from the Committee, but another was submitted and 
chosen by CPR.  Karen will share the proposal.  The Committee could opt to combine the two sessions 
or just have both. 

 
9. Articles for March 2009 Reporter 

a. Waste flow control – Marc  
b. Green conventions – Rick 
c. School recycling – Ziad 
d. Business recycling outreach – Charlie & Keith  
e. Alternative waste conversion technologies – Marc 
f. Moving to single stream – Marc 
g. Effects of fuel costs – Keith 

The deadline is approaching.  Ziad and Marc have sent their articles already.  Rick, Keith and Charlie 
will be submitting soon. 

 
10. Position papers review 

There is a revised draft of the new paper on resource recovery.  Changes are suggested to the flow 
control and integrated solid waste papers.  Charlie and Ziad have responded with no changes to their 
papers.  Rick’s and Mark’s papers are still coming.  New and revised papers go to GAC and then to the 
Board for approval.  The Committee will approve all papers in March. 
 

11. New items 
The Spring Meeting is scheduled for March 5. 
 
Julia, Jim and Peter will be meeting with RecycleBank to discuss opportunities for collaboration.  
RecycleBank offers weight-based incentives for participation in curbside recycling. 
 
Ziad mentioned the use of recycling market development zones in California.  Long term, low interest 
loans are made available for recycling businesses. 
 
Ziad will be visiting Egypt to discuss green building and Jordan to discuss hazardous waste. 
 
Mark has received a Jennings Randolph International Fellowship.  He’s starting a new food waste 
composting program. 
 

12. Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 2:03 PM. 


