
 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

CONGRESS MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Saturday, August 16, 2008 
New Orleans Convention Center, New Orleans, LA 

 
 

Present: Marc Rogoff, Outgoing Chair 
Keith Howard, Incoming Chair 
George Crombie, At-Large Director 

  Rick Person, Member 
  Charlie Jones, Member 
  Cynthia Mitchell, Outgoing Member 
  Julia Anastasio, Government Affairs 
  Karen Wilson, Education 
  Dave Dancy, Marketing 
  Colene Vogel, Staff Liaison 
 
Absent: Ziad Mazboudi, Member 
  Mark Whitfield, Incoming Member 
 
Guests: Larry Frevert, President 

Noel Thompson, President-Elect 
Carl Niizawa, Monterey Bay Chapter Delegate 

 
 

1. Call to order  
Marc called the meeting to order at 1:12 pm. 

 
2. Welcome and Introductions 
 
3. Review of the July meeting summary 

The summary of the July meeting was approved. 

4. Board Report 
George reported that association finances look good.  The Board will conduct a visioning exercise in 
November.  Some topics will include sustainability, changing communications and younger 
members.  The Education Committee is now made up of one member of each of the Technical 
Committees and a Chair.  The association is looking more at legislation at the local as well as 
national levels.  Energy and international relationships are also issues for the future. 

 
5. Larry and Noel thanked the Committee members for their service.  Noel is urging committees to 

form subcommittees to accomplish tasks and get more members involved. 
 
6. Legislative Update 

Julia distributed a summary.  There is a push on energy issues coming.  A position paper on waste-
to-energy or landfill gas may be needed.  There are no appropriations bills yet.  There will be a 
defense bill and not much else before the elections.  There was some discussion of energy tax 
credits and emissions cap and trade. 

 
7. Education Report 



Charlie reported that he has been appointed to the Education Committee.  There will be a Click, 
Listen & Learn on a solid waste topic again next year.  It is scheduled for August 6, 2009. 

 
8. Annual Report 2007-2008 

The annual report was reviewed. 
 

9. Guaranteed Educational Sessions for Congress 2009 
a. Carbon credits – Marc  
b. Nontraditional labor in solid waste – Keith 
c. Future of hauling (speaker from hauling company) – Keith  

 
10. Articles for March 2009 issue of the Reporter 

a. Waste flow control – Marc  
b. Green conventions – Rick 
c. School recycling – Ziad 
d. Business recycling outreach – Charlie & Keith  
e. Alternative waste conversion technologies – Marc 
f. Moving to single stream – Marc 
g. Effects of fuel costs – Keith 
There were no changes to the articles.  There is still time for adjustments, if needed. 
 

11. Karen Wilson reported that the Education Department and Technical Services have merged into the 
Professional Development Department.  The evaluations from the recent CLL look good.  A topic 
and speakers for the next one won’t be needed until around December.  Big education projects for 
this year will include curriculum development for stormwater and fleet. 

 
12. Roster and Contact Information 

Any corrections should be sent to Colene. 
 
13. Expectations of Committee Members 

Committee member responsibilities were reviewed. 
 

14. PowerPoint Presentation for Chapters 
The presentation is available online.  Members should review it for any needed updates. 

 
15. Quarterly reports to the House of Delegates 

Quarterly reports on the activities of Technical Committees are prepared by staff for the House of 
Delegates and the Board.  The House of Delegates has been discussing ways to improve 
communication with the Technical Committees. 

 
16. Assignments for annual review of the Solid Waste Position papers 

Members volunteered to perform the annual review of all position papers.  Absent members will be 
asked to look at the remaining papers. 
a. Brownfields – Ziad  
b. Electronics Recycling – Rick  
c. Environmental Justice in Providing Public Works Services – Charlie  
d. Environmentally Preferable and Recycled Content Product and Service Procurement – Rick  
e. Federal Resource Conservation & Recovery Act Program (Public Law 94-580) – Mark 
f. Integrated Solid Waste Management Systems – Keith  
g. Municipal Solid Waste Flow Control – Marc  
h. Municipal Solid Waste Organics Recycling – Mark  
i. Superfund – Ziad  
j. Urban Infilling Impacts on Solid Waste Facilities – Marc  
New papers can be added and older papers can be removed.  There are two types of position 
papers.  Guidance papers are directed to the membership.  Advocacy papers are directed to 
legislators.  A new paper may be needed on waste-to-energy.  Papers will need to be approved by 
the February meeting. 

 



17. Topic for next year’s Click, Listen & Learn 
Fuel prices may be reversing the regionalization trend.  Transportation issues in solid waste could 
be a topic for next year’s CLL. 

 
18. 2008-2009 Business Plan 

The draft business plan was approved with no changes. 
 
19. Set date for the 2009 Spring Meeting 

March 5 was proposed.  The date will be confirmed on the next conference call. 
 

20. Monthly conference call schedule and time limit 
Calls will remain the second Thursday of each month at 11am Pacific, 12pm Mountain, 1pm 
Central, 2pm Eastern. 
 

21. New items 
There is still some interest in establishing a certification or certificate program.  It does take 
considerable time to set up and there’s a large capital expense.  The market will need to be 
identified.  Which type of program would have a larger market in the membership?  A partnership 
with SWANA could also be explored. 
 

22. Publications 
Marc would still like to put together a publication of solid waste stories.  The difficulty has been 
collecting them.  Marc suggested gathering existing stories in the media and then contacting the 
employees involved and interviewing them.  Marc will gather some example articles. 

 
APWA will exhibit at WasteCon in October.  The Marketing Department has had some discussions 
with SWANA about marketing to exhibitors for Congress 2010.  No other details for the co-location 
have been worked out yet.  Attendees will not be able to attend sessions of both conferences 
without registering for both.  The Committee is interested in attracting SWANA members to APWA 
education sessions.  Sessions on the exhibit floor were suggested. 
 
The pocket guide needs a few changes and edits before it’s ready to print. 

 
23. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 4:08 pm. 


