
 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

SPRING MEETING SUMMARY 
 

February 29, 2008 
 
Present: Marc Rogoff, Chair 

George Crombie, Board Liaison 
  Ziad Mazboudi, Member 
  Keith Howard, Member 
  Charlie Jones, Member 
  Cynthia Mitchell, Member 
  Rick Person, Member 

Colene Vogel, Staff Liaison (cvogel@apwa.net) 
Connie Hartline, Publications (chartline@apwa.net) 
Patricia Kutt, Education (pkutt@apwa.net) 
Karen Wilson, Education (kwilson@apwa.net) 

 
 
1. Call to order 

Marc called the meeting to order at 8:12 am. 
 
2. Review of the January meeting summary 

The January meeting summary was approved. 
 
3. Review of the draft chapters of the Management Practices Manual 

Ziad thought the C&D, composting and green waste sections could be expanded.  A section for banned 
items, special wastes or universal waste was also suggested.  The Committee asked if a revised version 
is available yet. 
 

4. Board Report 
George reported on several points from the February Board meeting.  There was some discussion on 
how to get the Technical Committees to reach out to Chapters to develop Chapter Technical 
Committees or appoint liaisons.  Interaction between the Technical Committees and the Education 
Committee was also discussed.  Responses to the resolutions from the Solid Waste and Water 
Resources Committees regarding greening the association, utilization of the Technical Committees as 
experts for Education programs and stormwater certification, were written.  The memo is included in 
everyone’s packet.  The criteria for awards will be reviewed for consistency.  There is a new Branch in 
Ohio.  Currently, the Certification Commission reviews new program proposals and decides whether to 
move forward.  There was some discussion whether this should be a Certification Commission decision 
or Board decision.  The issue is still being discussed.  Online certification is being explored.  This should 
help those facing cuts in their travel budgets.  George would like to see a certification program for each 
Technical Committee area and eventually certification for public works directors.  The Board is trying to 
come up with a think tank project for the House of Delegates.  The budget is good but Congress in New 
Orleans could be a challenge.  The numbers for the Climate Change Symposium in April aren’t good.  
The topics and structure are more appropriate for policy makers, not technical staff.  Nominations are 
due March 3.  There are several new Board subcommittees: education and certification blueprint, 
visioning, authority of the Certification Commission, bylaws, sustainability, and developing a Board 
evaluation process.  Funds were approved for a $50,000 marketing campaign for reauthorization of the 
transportation bill.  Office space in DC was discussed. 
 

5. Publications 
Marc said that progress is continuing on the pocket guide.  He envisions a small book, maybe with a 
CD.  A draft should be ready mid April.  Marc said that he can begin sending some information to 
Connie so the designers can start working on the layout.  The book will be mostly tables.  An all-weather 



cover and pages were suggested.  Connie suggested that the Committee review the content of APWA’s 
bookstore.  The new catalog is in the works and will be out at Congress.  Suggestions for outside 
materials are needed within the next several weeks.  A Debbie Reinhart publication on bioreactors was 
mentioned.  Keith brought up the historical solid waste publication that was suggested last year.  It may 
be worth checking with PWHS as a possible collaboration. 
 

6. Association’s conservation and waste reduction efforts 
Connie has explored recycled paper for new books.  So far, it looks like it would be a cost increase of 
15-17%, but that’s still preliminary.  Cover stock in recycled content would be more difficult.  Staff is 
exploring putting some publications online to avoid printing altogether and a few things should be in 
place by Congress.  There has also been some discussion of putting the Reporter online.  It would 
provide the benefit of allowing members to comment on articles.  George shared the Board response on 
greening the association earlier in the meeting.  Colene stated that a staff committee has been formed 
to look at the issue as well.  The committee will meet next week. 
 

7. Education Department Report 
Patricia reported that the Education Committee met at the end of January.  They discussed Click, Listen 
& Learn (CLL) topics, FY09 programs and certificate programs.  There will be 15 CLLs next year.  
Topics must attract a wide audience.  The top two topics for solid waste were post disaster waste/debris 
and waste reduction.  Ziad suggested including green procurement.  Another topic could be following a 
material through the recycling process.  New technology to make CLLs more interactive is being 
explored.  Another web-based training program is being planned for next year.  The program would be 
much longer than a CLL.  For example, it may extend 9 hours over 3 sessions.  Green retrofitting has 
been suggested as the topic for the program.  Another symposium or conference like the Climate 
Change Symposium is also planned.  Sustainability may be the topic.  There are 29 signed up for the 
Climate Change Symposium.  A new certificate program is also a possibility for next year.  Certificate 
programs award based on either an assessment or just attendance.  Currently, the construction 
inspection course is being revised. 

 
8. Click, Listen & Learn in July 

Karen said that she needs a description of the CLL for marketing.  The subject will be single vs. dual 
stream recycling.  Speakers will be needed in March.  One moderator and one speaker on each side 
were suggested.  Each community should stress why their system works for them, including whether or 
not recycling is mandatory, if they have pay-as-you-throw and their single vs. multi family makeup.  
SWANA is on standby to assist with the session.  Cynthia suggested a speaker as facilitator.  Karen 
said that she had enough to write the description. 

 
9. Guaranteed Educational Sessions for Congress 2009 

Several topics were suggested for both Congress sessions and articles.  The list follows: 
 Alternative waste conversion technologies 
 Impact of energy costs on solid waste operations 
 Waste flow control, what local governments are doing 
 Waste-to-energy facilities 
 Paying for future solid waste infrastructure 
 Composting challenges and opportunities 
 How to get more out of your recycling program 
 Sheltered workshop MRFs 
 Alternative labor in solid waste, including prison labor 
 Green moving 
 Zero waste companies 
 Green conventions, Republican National Convention in Minneapolis and Democratic National 

Convention in Denver 
 School recycling 
 E-waste, example of product stewardship, television switch-over 
 Landfill gas 
 Carbon credits 
 Bird control 
 HHW reuse programs 
 Business recycling outreach 
 Use of 3 federal bills including climate change in solid waste funding 

The topics that seemed best suited to Congress sessions were: carbon credits and nontraditional labor. 



 
10. Articles for March 2009 issue of the Reporter 

The topics that seemed best suited to articles were:  waste flow control (Marc), how to get more out of 
your recycling program, green conventions (Rick), E-waste and the television switch-over, school 
recycling (Ziad), landfill gas, bird control, and business recycling outreach (Charlie and Keith). 
 

11. Approval of the Solid Waste position papers 
a. Brownfields –approved with one change. 
b. Electronics Recycling –approved with no changes. 
c. Environmental Justice in Providing Public Works Services –approved with no changes. 
d. Environmentally Preferable and Recycled Content Product and Service Procurement –approved 

with no changes. 
e. Federal Resource Conservation & Recovery Act Program (Public Law 94-580) –approved with 

no changes. 
f. Integrated Solid Waste Management Systems –approved with one change. 
g. Municipal Solid Waste Flow Control –approved with no changes. 
h. Municipal Solid Waste Organics Recycling –approved with one change. 
i. Superfund –approved with one change. 
j. Urban Infilling Impacts on Solid Waste Facilities –approved with no changes. 

All changes to position papers were typo corrections or the addition of one word for clarification. 
 
12. Review of 2007-2008 Business Plan accomplishments 

All of the bullets have been completed except providing questions and answers for the Ask Ann column.  
Earth Day information will be included in the next Links of Interest posting to InfoNOW.  Earth911.org 
was suggested for project ideas. 

 
13. Preparation of draft 2008-2009 Business Plan 

Next year’s plan will include all annual work items plus investigating a new publication on recycling and 
conservation efforts during wartime, possibly with PWHS. 

 
14. New items 

The Committee chose to meet on the Saturday before Congress from 1:00 to 4:00.  Committee 
members would like to participate in the St. Bernard Parish project.  There will not be a joint Technical 
Committee meeting at Congress.  Quarterly conference calls for Committee Chairs and At-Large 
Directors will begin before the end of the fiscal year.  This will give Chairs an opportunity to report on 
committee activities including Congress session topics and to suggest joint projects.  It was suggested 
that instead of a joint committee meeting, there could be a workshop or visioning session for all 
Technical Committee members. 

 
15. Guaranteed Educational Sessions for Congress 2009 and Articles for March 2009 issue of the Reporter 

The list of topic ideas was reviewed.  Cynthia will look for speakers for a session at Congress on 
nontraditional labor in solid waste, to include prison labor and sheltered workshops for the disabled.  A 
session on energy from waste was suggested.  This could include digestion, burning or composting.  A 
possible title could be: finding energy in your waste.  The list was narrowed to these top three for 
Congress: 

 Nontraditional labor in solid waste 
 Finding energy in your waste 
 Carbon credits 

Keith suggested that waste flow control could be an article.  Bird control was dropped as a possible 
Congress session and suggested as an article.  The list of article topics will be further refined on the 
next conference call. 

 
16. New Items 

There is still interest in the idea of sharing example ordinances, RFPs and contracts through InfoNOW 
once a document library has been created. 
 
There was some discussion on how the association addresses environmental issues.  The issues 
spread across Technical Committees.  Could this be a topic for the HOD think tank?  Is a standing 
committee needed with representatives from each Technical Committee?  George will keep the 
Committee informed on Board action. 
 



17. Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at 2:34 pm. 


