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Regulatory Position Statement  
 
 

Federal Mandate Legislation 
 

Statement of Purpose:  
 
The American Public Works Association (APWA) seeks to inform elected officials, 
regulators, policy-makers and decision-makers and the public at-large of its stated 
position on federal mandates.  
 
Statement of Position:  
 
APWA endorses and supports the following efforts to reduce the fiscal impact of 
mandates on states and local governments: 
 

 Encourage the federal government to support legislation that implements a 
national policy on issues involving mandated costs or activities. The economic 
impact of federally mandated legislation should be considered when new 
regulations are developed and proposed. 

 Before mandate legislation is imposed on state, provincial and/or local 
government, an  economic analysis be prepared and submitted to disclose and 
assess the financial burden and enforcement of the regulations will require and 
how this will affect the priorities and financial condition of the agency.  This EIS 
should also evaluate the comparative cost for the higher government to undertake 
the project in support of local governments.  The economies of scale that will 
result from such activity will be far less expensive than for each local government 
entity to sponsor individual studies/remedies. 

 Notify stakeholders of the proposed legislation and provide for a public forum to 
discuss and debate the issue prior to enactment of such legislation. 

 Establish and frequently publish implementation priorities for ALL such 
mandates for use by lower governments to determine which projects are 
affordable.  Leave the funding and implementation deadline decisions to be made 
by those lower local governments, as tax relief is also a significant consideration 
for the smaller entities. 

 Whenever a federal, state or provincial mandate is required, financial assistance 
shall accompany the mandate to offset the costs at all of the levels.  



 
Background and Rationale: 
 
Federal laws and regulations in Canada and the United States often impose, create or 
require an increase in the responsibilities of provincial, state or local governmental 
agencies, without providing commensurate financial support for meeting these increased 
responsibilities. Most frequently these mandates only shift the fiscal burden from one 
level of government to another.   
 
Federal, provincial and state governments have not, however, transferred the taxing 
authority to local governments that are receiving these burdens.  In fact, over the past 
several years we have seen a nationwide implementation of legislation that effectively 
limits the ability of local government to increase taxes to meet these new responsibilities. 
Many of the mandates adversely affect the financial capability of local government to 
provide adequate services to its citizens through a combination of decreased revenues, 
federal assistance program cutbacks and reduction in service levels to our citizens. 
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