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American Public Works Association 
2345 Grand Boulevard, Suite 700, Kansas City, MO  64108-2625 

Phone (816) 472-6100  Fax (816) 472-1610 

Web www.apwa.net  E-mail thon@apwa.net 

 

FLEET SERVICES COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2010 
 

 
Participants: John McCorkhill  John Scharffbillig 
 Tommy Brown  Dennis Boyle 
 Venu Gupta  Teresa Hon, Staff Liaison 
 Ken Nerland, APWA Board Liaison 
 
Absent:  David Higgins   
 
 1. Call to Order – John McCorkhill 

 There were no additions or changes to the agenda 
 The March 5 meeting summary was approved as submitted 
 

 2. APWA Board and Center for Sustainability Report – Ken Nerland 

 Membership numbers remain strong 

 The Snow Conference recently concluded and was well received by those in 
attendance 

 Framework for sustainable communities from the Center for Sustainability is 
available on the web site 

 The number of accredited agencies is now 57 

 Certification update – Computer testing seems to be working well. There are now 
91 total CPFP professionals 

 Government Affairs Committee meeting will take place in DC this week – 
Representatives from the Dept of Transportation, EPA and FEMA will be meeting 
with committee members  

 David Himes was appointed by FEMA to represent public works on the Local, 
State, Tribal Preparedness Task Force 

 Sue Hann, John Davis and John German met with FHWA by conference call to 
discuss how to deliver federal aid transportation projects in the most effective and 
efficient way possible for public works 

 The APWA Board will be meeting in June in Toronto 

 The Finance Committee met in Kansas City last week and will offer a proposed 
budget for adoption by the Board in June. 

 
 3. Report on Education – Tommy Brown/APWA Staff 

 Upcoming CLLs include a May 6 program on “Complete Streets - Designing 
Streets to Accommodate All Users,” the May 13 program, “Developing and Utilizing 
a Strategic Plan,” and the May 20 live program, “Utility Coordination for Municipal 
Capital Improvement Projects.” 

 National Public Works Week is May 16-22 

 As Ken mentioned, the Snow Conference recently took place.  Thanks to John 
McCorkhill and John Scharffbillig for their assistance with the program. 
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 Norwich University is offering a tuition reduction award for MPA (Public Works 
Concentration) and MCE degrees.  See 
http://www.apwa.net/Education/graduate.asp for full details.  Deadline for 
application is June 30th. 

 Sustainability Conference has over 80 registered (not including exhibitors); hotel 
special APWA rate room block sold out; hotel as a whole almost sold out for those 
dates, so if you plan to attend make your reservations ASAP.  Early bird deadline 
for conference registration is May 8th (after which the registration fee increases).  
See http://sites.apwa.net/sustainability/2010/home.aspx for full details. 

 
 4. Boston Congress 2010, August 15-18 – speakers have been named and contact 

information submitted to APWA 
 a. Sunday, 3:00-4:50 pm – Fleet Services Open Forum (Brown/Boyle) 
 b. Monday, 2:00-2:50 pm – Revolutionizing Fleet and Facilities Operations for 

Sustainability – Mary Joyce Ivers (Nerland) 
 c. Tuesday, 8:00-10:00am – Fleet Services Committee Meeting  
 d. Tuesday, 10:00-10:50am – Salt Brine as a Winter Maintenance Tool (accepted by 

the Congress Program Review Committee, not a guaranteed) – Tom Blackman 
(Higgins) 

 e. Tuesday, 2:00-3:30pm – Demystifying Fuel Pricing: Fuel Management Planning 
and Strategies in a Volatile Market – Jim Proce, FL (McCorkhill) 

  f. Wednesday, 8:30-10:45am – Alternative Fuels 101: New Technologies Fuel 
Sustainability While Saving Money and the Environment  

o 2010 Emissions – Tim Shick, Navistar, Inc. (Scharffbillig) 
o Alternative Energy Vehicles – Stephen B. Russell (Gupta) 
o Clean energy/CNG/Clean Cities (Brown) – Venu mentioned Steven Russell 

as a local person and potential speaker 
o Biodiesel – David Higgins  

 
 5. FEMA Resource Typing – John Scharffbillig or Venu Gupta reported that everything is 

in the review process.  Hope to have all mark-ups back for the June meeting in Seattle.  
Hope to post in the register early Fall. About 35 pieces of equipment are out for public 
comment.  

 
 6. Potential Menu of Services for Chapters – Teresa explained the document previously 

provided while listed the last three years Congress topics.  Members are to review the 
list and identify items which should be targeted for chapter presentations.  She will 
send a reminder with next month’s agenda so that members have enough time to 
review for discussion.  

 
 7. Review of brainstorming topics for Snow 2011, Congress 2011, Reporter issue and 

Click, Listen and Learn (or other web-based educational product)   
 
   

Topic Snow Reporter Congress Web-
based 

Assigned 

How to green the fleet (from a Chicago 
presentation)  

 X   Venu 

How-to social networking  X    

Technocracy      

Marketing Your Fleet      

Guidelines to best management practices   Super   

http://www.apwa.net/Education/graduate.asp
http://sites.apwa.net/sustainability/2010/home.aspx
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(how to develop) 
Wrench time                          Personnel 
Purchasing                            Fleet age 
Vehicle/mechanic equivalent 

session 

Improving wrench time  X X  Mark 
Stinson/JM 

Parts Outsourcing      

Life cycle costing  X   Dennis 
Hogan/JM 

Hydrogen Booster – Beloit, WI    X Teresa 

AVL/GPS X  X   

Payback analysis – LNG/CNG      

Kansas City’s Plug-In Readiness Project   X   Teresa 

Electric Vehicles & Their Infrastructure  X   Allen 
Mitchell/JM 

Idle policies & systems  X   James 
Syler/JM 

Funding options 
Grants      EPA     DOE     Clean Cities 

   X  

Fuel buying/futures  X   Jim 
Proce/JM 

Take home vehicle policies  X    

Infrastructure to support CNG/LNG  X    

Hybrids for heavy duty   X   

Distracted driving (by required technology) X     

Infrastructure for urea      

How do we convince our members that 
they’re motor carriers  

 X   David 

More effective vehicle utilization  X   Maher 
Hazine/JM 

Specing Your Work Trucks for Optimum Fuel 
Economy 

 X   Bob 
Johnson/ 

JM 

Polk County’s Innovative Response to High 
Fuel Costs 

 X   Bob 
Stanton/ 

JM 

Environmentally friendly snow fighting/non-
corrosive chemicals 

X     

Automatic vehicle washes (technology & 
retaining water) 

X     

Ground speed control systems X     

Variety of spreaders – info for users X     

Standard vs. automatic transmissions 
(include CDL requirements) 

X    
 

 

APWA Position Statements (bar with all)  X   Teresa 

Newly-adopted Position Statements & how to 
use 

 X,  
Bridges 
& Wash. 
Report 

  Teresa 

 
  Discussion took place regarding the committee’s preferred topic for their guaranteed 

Click, Listen & Learn program.  Individuals from the City of Beloit have already agreed 
to make a presentation regarding their Hydrogen Booster experiment.  Committee 
members indicated that if a second program was to become available, they would like 
to address alternative fueled vehicles which could include electric, CNG, LNG, 
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biodiesel, etc.  (Note:  Following the committee meeting, Teresa Hon discussed topics 
with other APWA staff.  It was requested that because we had recently done a program 
on alternative fuels and cost reduction that the committee pursue the Funding Options 
topic.  Staff felt that with the current economic times, a topic on funding would be very 
worthwhile for the membership and also a better topic in terms of possible audience.) 

 
  Regarding Reporter article topics, John McCorkhill had previously sent letters to 

individuals who had volunteered to prepare Reporter articles, assigning them a topic 
from this brainstorming list.  He will follow-up with a reminder in the coming weeks. 

 
  Teresa asked all members to review the list and identify topics for which they will be 

responsible.  A reminder will be sent to the committee. 
  
 8. Discussion of need for information/materials/opportunities for CPFP reaccreditation – 

Following review of the recertification criteria, committee members had a few questions 
and asked if a member of the Credentialing Department staff could join us for the June 
conference call.  Following clarification of details, the committee will make 
recommendations for programs and sources of information for recertification.  It was 
suggested adding sustainability and performance metrics in fleet operations to the list of 
criteria.  Teresa promised to share with the Credentialing staff but mentioned that the 
review of criteria is done periodically so the change won’t be considered until a later 
date.  (Note:  Following the conclusion of the committee conference call Teresa 
discussed the confusion with the Credentialing staff.  Attendance at an annual meeting 
(e.g., Congress) provides the opportunity to earn 2 units per day regardless of content 
area.  The information under section 2b which outlines the maximum number of credit 
hours per content area applies to training opportunities outside of those mentioned in 
item 1.  As a result, the possibility of obtaining duplicate credit for attending Congress 
programs does not exist.  However, if pre- or post-congress programs are attended and 
the topic of the event fits under the listed content areas, additional credit hours may be 
earned.) 

 
 9. Evaluation of Vehicle Replacement Guide – Connie Hartline  
  Material is still relevant except for the fact that the dates quoted are old.  It is the 

perception that when date referenced is older than 5 years the reader doesn’t consider 
it applicable. Technology has changed a great deal and is worth addressing.  Members 
will more carefully review and have comments to share during the May call.  

 
 10. Review of Draft 2010-11 Business Plan – John McCorkhill asked members to review 

and offer comments via email.  The item will appear on the May agenda as a reminder. 
 
 11. Informational items on the on-line APWA Resource Center – A list of current entries 

was provided to committee members who volunteered to review specific records.  
Members are to forward comments directly to Teresa so that she can make 
adjustments as necessary. 
 Alternative Fuels Data Center  (Venu) 

 California County Fleet Managers Association (John M) - done 

 California Fleet News (John M) - done 

 City Of Milwaukee's Annual Fleet Replacement Budget Request Process (Venu) 

 City of Milwaukee’s Sustainability & Green Purchasing Practices ppt (Venu) 

 Clean Air Act/Environmental Protection Agency (Tommy) 

 Clean Cities/Department of Energy (Tommy) 

 Disposal of fixed assets  (Dennis)  - done 

http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#26
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#27
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#28
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#524
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#519
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#29
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#30
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#516
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 Environmental Self-Assessment for Vehicle Maintenance Shops (David) 

 Equipment Life Cycle - Milwaukee, WI (Venu) 

 Fleet lifecycle/replacement spread sheet - Edmond, OK (John M) - done 

 Fleet Owner (David) 

 Fleet Procedures Manuals - City of Milwaukee, WI (Venu) 

 Fleet Replacement Cycle Spreadsheet - Ames, IA (John M) - done 

 Fleet Service Satisfaction Survey - Ames, IA (Tommy) 

 Minnesota DOT's RFP for purchase of Biodiesel (John S) 

 Motorfuels RFP - Portland Water Bureau (Tommy) 

 National Association of Fleet Administrators (John M) - done 

 Public Fleet Supervisors Association - Dennis - done 

 Replacement Guidelines - City of Winston-Salem, NC (John S) 

 Replacement Policy - City of Rochester, NY (John S) 

 Request for Bid for Biodiesel Fuel - City of Lynchburg, VA (John M) - done 

 Request for Fixed Assets Transfer/Disposal – Edgewater, Florida (Tommy) 

 Rocky Mountain Fleet Management Association (Teresa) - done 

 Sample replacement plan spreadsheet - City of Cedar Rapids (John S) 

 Snow Plow Operator Videos - Butler County, Ohio – (Dennis) - done 

 Technology and Maintenance Council (David) 

 Underground Storage Tanks  (Venu) 
 Vehicle Evaluation Checklist - City of Rochester, New York (Tommy) 

 
 12. InfoNOW monthly postings 

 April – Tommy (done) 
 May – John S (Resource Ctr) 
 June – Venu 

July – David 
August – Dennis 
September – John Mc 

 
 13. Next committee conference call meeting – May 19, 12:30pm Pacific/1:30pm 

Mountain/2:30pm Central/3:30pm Eastern 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#418
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#423
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#422
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#32
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#492
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#421
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#431
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#485
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#484
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#33
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#34
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#450
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#448
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#483
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#521
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#35
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#525
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#526
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#31
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#36
http://www.apwa.net/ResourceCenter/index.asp?Section=equipment&SectionName=Equipment+%26+Fleet+Management#449

