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FLEET SERVICES COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2009 
 

 
Participants: John McCorkhill  Venu Gupta 
 Tommy Brown   Brenda Herrman 
 Ken Nerland, APWA Board Liaison 
 Teresa Hon, Staff Liaison Christina Davis, Staff 
 Connie Hartline, Staff 
 
Absent: David Higgins  John Scharffbillig 

    Dennis Boyle 
 

 1. Call to Order – John McCorkhill 
 There were no additions or changes to the agenda 
 The July 15 meeting summary was approved 
 

 2. APWA Board Report – Ken Nerland provided a very comprehensive report on board 
and APWA activities.  
 Membership numbers are holding at 29,333, with the first time member campaign 

continuing to be a success 
 Chapter achievement awards have been selected 
 National board election process is underway.  Ballots must be cast by August 21. 

Ken reviewed the list of candidates who will appear on the ballot 
 CPWA picnic on Parliament Hill program was very successful 
 Congress registration (early bird expired August 14).  Numbers below what they 

were last year and we anticipate numbers will be less than last year.  APWA is 
undertaking an aggressive drive-in campaign.  Exhibit numbers are good. 

 On August 20 the Subcommittee on Generational issues will host a webinar on 
student membership campaign 

 The Leadership & Management Committee is currently reviewing applicants for 
Emerging Leaders Academy 

 The St. Louis Metro branch is hosting a self assessment workshop today.  There is 
also a program scheduled Saturday before Congress. 

 An update on the schedule for certification test dates was shared 
 Feasibility for public works official certification program will be completed by this fall 

with a decision made regarding marketability. 
 
 3. Report on Education – Tommy Brown and APWA Staff provided a thorough report on 

the Education Committee and education-related activities within APWA 
  Update on CLL and workshops with deadlines for speakers. 
  Upcoming CLL will address Indoor Air Quality with a Focus on New Technologies in  

HVAC – September 17 



  The CLL on Performance Measurements for Winter Maintenance is scheduled for 
October 1 

  Upcoming live workshops include the Public Fleet Management Workshop next month 
in Illinois.  The Public Fleet Professional Study Guide has been scheduled immediately 
after.  The Construction Inspection Review is scheduled for November in Kansas City. 

  The deadline has passed for the Snow Conference however; staff will consider 
compelling topics which might be submitted in the next week.  

  The Sustainability Conference is scheduled for June 8-10 in Minneapolis, MN. It will be 
formatted to provide practical, useful tools and information for anyone in public works 
who wants to learn more about sustainability formulate a plan and sell to council and 
public.  Deadline for the Call for presentations for the Sustainability Conference is mid-
September.  Specific program content has been identified and any proposals which 
address these issues will receive priority.    Those issues are: 
 Creating Your Agency’s Sustainability Plan 
 Sustainability Planning Models 
 Measuring Sustainable Return on Investment  
 Long-Term Planning and Strategic Thinking  
 Energy Efficiency and Conservation Practices  
 Selling Sustainability Politically:  Getting Buy-In from your Supervisor and your Staff 
 Leadership:  Becoming a Strong Champion for Sustainability 
 Low Impact Development 

 http://www.apwa.net/CallForPresentations/sustainability.asp 
  There are no new public works institutes being developed right now 
  The student count is up for the Masters Program at Norwich Universitiy 
 
 4. Congress 2009 
  a. Fleet Open Forum – Monday, September 14 from 2:00-2:50pm in Room C216 

(was Sunday but this was opposite Venu’s workshop session) – Tommy to 
facilitate and will send an additional request to infoNOW for discussion topics.  
John McCorkhill will take notes of the discussion if no other member can do so. 

  b. Fleet Services Committee Meeting – Tuesday, September 15, 2009 from 3:45–
5:00 pm in Room D241 

 
 5. Selection of three Guaranteed Education Sessions for Congress 2010 in Boston, 

Massachusetts, August 15-18 – John McCorkhill 
  a. Throughout discussion over the recent months, it was determined that a number of 

the potential topics for Congress sessions could translate into a Workshop 
Wednesday program.  For purposes of retaining the ideas brought forward through 
this brainstorming, the following items were mentioned: 

o 2010 Emissions (Scharffbillig) 
o Alternative Energy Vehicles (Gupta) 
 AVSG 
 Regulatory side (National Clean Cities/Dept of Energy) provide 

technical information 
 Grants 
 CMAO – Congestion Mitigation Air Quality 
 Blue Sky 

o Clean energy/CNG/Clean Cities (Brown) 
 Include CNG & LNG delivery mechanisms 

o Biodiesel (Higgins) 



 d. OPIS:  De-mystifying Fuel Pricing: Fuel Management Planning and Strategies in a 
Volatile Market – Scott Berhang of OPIS (McCorkhill) 

 e. Revolutionizing Fleet and Facilities Operations for Sustainability – Vicki Musgrove 
& Mary Joyce Ivers (Nerland) 

 f. In-House Salt Brine Generator (as part of Winter Maintenance Subcommittee 
session – Accubrine would be willing to make a presentation on this technology 
(Higgins). David would make his facility available to committee members and 
guests. (Mark DeVries and the Winter Maintenance Subcommittee is already 
planning a session and would be happy to work with our committee. The focus 
would need to be educational so he would like to include any agency that is using 
the technology as well as the vendor.) 

 
 6. FEMA Resource Typing – Venu Gupta indicated that they are still the same place they 

were a couple of months ago.  Not much progress recently. 
 
 7. Draft 2009-2010 business plan review – Members observed that the business plan has 

grown over the years to encompass additional responsibilities and products.  The 
committee should be proud of the progress made in those years.   

 
 8. Agenda items for Congress Meeting 
  a. Body of Knowledge project 
  b. Process for selection of authors for special projects 
  c. Additional business which is standard each year 
 
 9. InfoNOW monthly postings 

August - David  
September - John Mc  

October - Tommy 

 
 10. Managing Public Equipment book update.  Connie Hartline indicated that Teri 

Newhouse, APWA controller, is fervently trying to finish the chapter on finance. Connie 
will have a copy at Congress for sale but will not be in finished format (short print run).  
John McCorkhill has done an excellent job of finishing off rough edges and put Connie 
in touch with someone who wrote an exception chapter on technology.  Kudos to John 
for the extra effort to help us get this project completed. 

  
 11. The next committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 15, 2009 from 

3:45–5:00 pm in Room D241 
 
 12. Adjourn 
 


