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FLEET SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING SUMMARY 

SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2009 
HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS - KANSAS CITY, MO 

 
 

Participants: John McCorkhill  Venu Gupta 
 Tommy Brown  John Scharffbillig  
 David Higgins Ken Nerland, APWA Board Liaison 
 Teresa Hon, Staff Liaison   
 
Guest: Mabel Tinjaca, APWA Professional Development Director 
 
Absent:  Brenda Herrman  
 
 
 1. Chair John McCorkhill called the meeting to order.  The agenda was reviewed and 

corrections were made to committee member contact information.  The February 18 
meeting summary was approved as submitted. 

 
 2. Director At Large Report – Ken Nerland provided his usual comprehensive report which 

included: 
o Would like the committee to discuss methods of communication with the 

delegates 
o Membership is holding steady with only a slight drop over that month.  The first 

time member campaign continues until this summer. 
o Review of open board positions.  Deadline for nominations is April 1. 
o Snow Conference is scheduled for April 26-29 in Des Moines, IA.  Exhibits are 

exceeding last year.  Registrants are on track to exceed last year also. 
o Several chapter conference calls and webinars are scheduled for this month 
o A Partnership with People Power Unlimited (volunteer association site) is being 

considered.  The web site is www.chapterleadersplayground.org 
o Accreditation continues to grow with 52 sites having completed the process.  

On-site assessment workshops are available 
o Certification program is strong with the first exam for Stormwater taking place 

May 16 in Dallas. 
o Reviewed the list of educational offerings for this month 
o Twelve members of the Sustainability Committee have been appointed.  The 

conference is scheduled for March 26-27 in Charlotte, NC 
o Government Affairs Committee is doing outreach with the Obama 

Administration.  A long-time friend of public works, Craig Fugate, has been 
appointed as the new director of FEMA.  The Emergency Management 
Committee will be meeting with FEMA staff next month. 

o Information on the stimulus package are posted on APWA’s advocacy webpage 
in the resource section <www.apwa.net/advocacy/resources.asp> 
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o The Rocky Mountain Fleet Managers Association (RMFMA) sent out an RFP to 
develop a certification program.  APWA representatives reached out to them 
regarding a partnership with APWA’s CPFP rather than development of a new 
certification and did not answer the RFP.  RMFMA decided to work with NAFA.  
Paul Cook (one of the members of the pool of instructors for the APWA Fleet 
Management course) serves on the RMFMA certification committee.  John 
McCorkhill will contact him to find out if RMFMA and NAFA will be developing a 
brand new certification or a version of the NAFA program. 

 
 3. Report on Education – Tommy Brown reported that the Education Committee will be 

holding their conference call on Monday, March 16.  Work on the upcoming Chapter 
Education Summit continues. 

 
 4. Review of 2008-09 Business Plan – John McCorkhill led the committee in a review of 

the business plan.  Members also identified items which can be carried over to the next 
year’s plan. 

 
 5. Develop Draft 2009-10 Business Plan – John McCorkhill let the committee in a 

discussion of items for the following-year’s business plan. 
 
 6. Sustainability Center – Ken Nerland reported that the 12-member committee has been 

appointed.  At-Large Directors will serve as the liaisons to the technical committees. 
 
 7. Position statements 

a. Establishing a National Priority System for Fuel Supplies – Previously approved 12-
08-08 

b. Emergency Responders – Previously approved 12-08-08 
c. Federal Mandates – The reformatted draft was reviewed and approved by 

attendees. 
d. Ken Nerland asked the members to consider the benefit of providing guidance 

statements for member use.  Through discussion it was determined that a new 
guidance statement addressing Alternative Energy Vehicles would be the logical 
first step in providing members with guidance.  Venu Gupta will prepare a draft 
document for the committee’s review. 

 
 8. Congress 2009 
  a. Review of Speakers and details for Guaranteed Education Sessions.  Members 

requested that the time slots for the last two items on this agenda be switched.   
o Guaranteed to save 5% to 10% of Fuel Budget with ECO DRIVING and IDLE 

REDUCTION – Venu Gupta  
 9/14/09 from 10:30am-noon 

o What It Takes for a Safe and Environmentally Friendly Work Facility – John 
McCorkhill  
 9/13/09 from 3:00-4:30pm 9/14/09 from 4:00-4:50pm 

o Preparing Your Fleet for the Unexpected – John McCorkhill  
 9/14/09 from 4:00-4:50pm 9/13/09 from 3:00-4:30pm 

  b. Fleet Open Forum – the committee would like to continue holding the open forum 
discussion and directed staff to find the earliest time block available.  Tommy 
Brown volunteered to facilitate the discussion.  

  c. Committee meeting – members appreciated APWA’s willingness to allow flexibility 
in scheduling the committee’s meeting.  The preference for meeting time was 
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sometime during the Congress week rather than Saturday.  This schedule would 
allow delegates to attend the Saturday meetings.  It also made it possible for 
agencies to save on one-night’s hotel stay if the committee did not meet on 
Saturday.   Staff will compare schedules with Ken Nerland to locate a time and 
place for the committee to meet.  

 
 9. Brainstorming of potential new exhibitors for Congress and/or the Snow Conference.  

Members asked that the list be sorted by state so that it would be easier for them to 
identify local contacts that might be missing from the list.  Several suggestions were 
provided throughout the day’s discussion and will be forwarded to the appropriate staff 
contact. 

 
 10. Discussion of topics for proposed Guaranteed Education Sessions for Congress 2010 

in Boston, Massachusetts, August 15-18 
  a. 2010 Emissions (Scharffbillig) 
  b. Alternative Energy Vehicles (Gupta) 
   There was considerable discussion on topics A and B leading members to the 

consensus that a Workshop Wednesday program is a possibility.  For purposes of 
retaining the ideas brought forward through this brainstorming, the following items 
were mentioned: 
o Possibly Clean Energy - CNG & LNG delivery mechanisms 
o AVSG 
o Regulatory side (National Clean Cities/Dept of Energy) provide technical 

information 
o Grants 

 CMAO – Congestion Mitigation Air Quality 
 Blue Sky 

  c. Sustainability/Go Green 
  d. Telematics:  Electronics on Vehicles 
  e. Reinventing the automotive world (supporting equipment manufacturer reduction)  
  f. Clean energy/CNG 
  g. Biodiesel 
  h. Clean Cities/DOE 
 
 11. FEMA Resource Typing – John Scharffbillig and Venu Gupta reported that the working 

group had recently met in Orlando, Florida.  New leadership of FEMA may affect how 
this working group functions.  For now the committee anticipates it will take 6-8 months 
for approval of the revised coding structure.  The working group should know by mid-
summer if the time frame for approval/finalizing is long or short.  The structure of code 
in place by those organizations which use equipment codes (FEMA, public works, law 
enforcement, Corps of Engineers, emergency services) differs in that segment one of 
the code for group “A” may appear in segment three for group “B.”   

  A subcommittee will meet in August to work on nomenclature. 
  Work is now underway on credentialing of personnel:  Public works director, fleet 

manager, facilities manager, transportation manager, electric company liaison, 
community liaison.   

  John Scharffbillig has been named as the chair of the committee working on revising 
the National Costing for Equipment.  This information was last updated nearly 20 years 
ago.  The plan is to develop three cost structures – East, Central, West. 
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12.  APWA publications 
o Making the Equipment Code Book an electronic resource – The committee voted 

to table this request until we know the timeline for the FEMA equipment code. 
o Members wanted to know if they’ll be asked to review the manuscript for the 

update of Managing Public Equipment.  Staff will find out and let them know.  
o Brainstorming discussion of need for new publications – Staff will provide a list of 

current publications for committee review and further discussion of this item. 
 
 13. Discussion of possible topics and authors for articles for August issue of the Reporter 

(due June 15, 2009) – The committee chose to table this discussion until the April 
conference call.  Topics previously identified were: 

  a. Running On Water: installation of hydrogen boosters to increase gas mileage (City 
of Beloit, WI) – Venu is monitoring. 

  b. Wisconsin’s recently completed fleet facility update – Venu  
  c. Methods for Benchmarking Fuel Prices Such as Oil Pricing Information Services 

(John M) 
  d. Equipment Leasing Programs – need a champion for this topic 
  e. City of Milwaukee ECO Driving Program - Venu 
  f. Ames Green Fleet (Paul Hinderaker) – committee member to contact? 
  g. Fleet as first responders – John Alley of San Diego (staff to contact) 
  h. Pete Naseto, City of Culver, (Alabama delegate) Hydrogen generators on three 

vehicles.  Staff member who has a process they’re using – Tommy Brown 
  i. Dave (Lindon?), Hoover, Alabama, innovative fuel sources using biodiesel/E-85, 

ethanol, wood chips – Tommy Brown  
  j. Bio fuels talk at Iowa for the Snow Conference – John Scharffbillig (Hoon Gee will 

write an article) 
  k. David Bragg (Fayetteville, AR) installed his own biodiesel blending facility – John 

McCorkhill 
  l. Tata Motors in India is experimenting on how to operate a car on air – Venu  
  m. Staff’s committee article should include a menu of services that are provided by the 

committee and include a description of position statements along with information 
on how they are used. 

  
Mabel Tinjaca, APWA Professional Development Director, joined the meeting to introduce 
herself to the committee and listen to their comments 
 
 14. Discussion of APWA initiatives for technical committees and public works community – 

Teresa Hon provided members with background on the new social networking site 
http://wearepublicworks.org/.  Other items discussed were job aids, pod casts, twitter, 
wikipedia for public works and second life.  Mabel mentioned the plans to look at two 
tracks/time zones for Click, Listen and Learn programming, making the information 
more accessible to those in the Pacific time zone.  

  One item APWA is exploring as a way to cut costs, use volunteers’ time more 
effectively, and would be part of a green initiative is to forego the face-to-face meetings 
in favor of web-based meetings.  Members saw this is a positive direction for the 
organization and expressed an interest in holding their 2010 Spring Meeting using this 
technology.  

 
 15. InfoNOW monthly postings 

March - Brenda assigned but John Scharffbillig and David Higgins agreed to post 
information regarding grants and sustainability 
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April - John Mc  
May - Tommy  
June - Venu  
July - John S  

August - David  
September - John Mc  
October - Tommy 

 
 16. New Business 
  a. Ken Nerland asked that committee members think of other initiatives which would 

facilitate communication with chapter delegates.  This item will appear on the April 
conference call agenda.  

  b. John Scharffbillig and Venu Gupta mentioned talk of a public exemption to the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s hours of service regulations (49 CFR 
Parts 390-399).  Teresa will ask the DC staff to investigate and provide an update 
for the April conference call. 

 
 17. Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 15 at 12:30pm Pacific/1:30pm 

Mountain/2:30pm Central/3:30pm Eastern 
 


