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FLEET SERVICES COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2009 
 

 
Participants: John McCorkhill  Venu Gupta 
 Tommy Brown  David Higgins  
 Dennis Boyle  John Scharffbillig 
 Ken Nerland, APWA Board Liaison 
 Teresa Hon, Staff Liaison Christina Davis, Staff 
 
Guest:  Colin Doyle, Center for Sustainability 
 
 
 1. Call to Order – John McCorkhill 

 There were no additions or changes to the agenda 
 The October 21 meeting summary was approved as submitted 
 

 2. APWA Board Report – Ken Nerland 

 Latest membership number is 29,311, which is a slight decrease from one year 
ago but a 0.2% increase over last month.   

 First time member campaign is resulted in 1699 new members (increase of 300 
from a year ago). 65% who joined through this promotion last year are renewing at 
full membership price 

 We have seen the results of the economic downturn through a reduction of sales 
and education program registrations 

 Center for Sustainability met in Kansas City last month. They are making some 
very good progress. 

 Chapter Leaders webinar on November 19 regarding chapter contracts and 
negotiations 

 Accreditation program continues to be doing very well with 55 accredited agencies 
and 30 formally under contract with the final goal of accreditation 

 Provided update on certification exams, both face-to-face and remotely via 
computer at approved providers.  Details are available on the web site.  It was 
asked if those taking the test electronically at remote locations would know if they 
had passed at that time or if there was a waiting period.  Teresa learned from the 
credentialing staff that those individual know their score immediately.  

 Electronic survey in the field as we speak regarding Certified Public Works Official. 
Deadline is return November 20.  If you received the survey please complete by 
the deadline 

 The Government Affairs Committee will be meeting in DC next April for their Spring 
meeting and to continue their advocacy outreach 

 The Washington office is moving to a new location this weekend which is just a few 
blocks from the current office.  



 

 Draft minutes of September board meeting are on the APWA web site – Among 
other things it covers the new strategic plan approved by the board, public policy 
advocacy priorities for next year and the decision regarding the Florida chapter and 
branch discussion.  Additionally, Milwaukee, WI, was selected for 2012 North 
American Snow Conference.  Phoenix, AZ, was selected for the 2015 Congress. 

 
 3. Sustainability Center Report – Colin Doyle joined the call to pass on information 

regarding the work of the Sustainability Center.  Following nominations and discussion 
with board members, President Noel Thompson selected 12 members to serve on the 
committee.  This group has produced a survey, an advocacy position statement on 
climate change legislation (approved by the Board in Sept 2009), and a guidance 
statement on specific actions that members should take to combat climate change 
(pending approval).  They have also developed a framework to guide members in 
sustainability in all that we do.  Concurrently during this call, Center members are 
reviewing the feedback from beta test of the framework that will hopefully be a tool 
members can use as a guide when rating projects.  Center members will be meeting 
again in February.  Fleet Committee members asked questions regarding specific 
components of sustainability (which are fleet-related) they would like the committee to 
consider.  Focus of the group is not to dictate standards but to define a process that 
facilitates thoughtful discussion and consideration. Colin will share the suggestions 
and concerns at the next conference call meeting of the Center participants.   

 
 4. Report on Education – Tommy Brown/APWA Staff 

 2010 North American Snow Conference – April 18-21, 2010 Omaha, NE. The full 
program description and online registration for this conference will debut on 
December 1st.  

 2010 Sustainability in Public Works Conference – June 8-10, 2010 Minneapolis, 
MN. The Center for Sustainability formed a subcommittee to review the proposals 
submitted through the Call for Presentations and to select the final program for the 
conference. That process is complete and the full program description and online 
registration for this conference will debut on December 1st. Information about 
exhibit and sponsorship opportunities is currently available on the event website:  

 2010 International Congress & Exposition – August 15-18, 2010 Boston, MA: We 
received a record number of responses to the Call for Presentations this year. The 
Congress Program Review (CPR) will meet the first weekend in December to plan 
the Congress Education Program. Submitters will be notified of select/non-select 
status of their submittals the week of January 25, 2010.  

 Click Listen & Learn programs:  
 The October 15 CLL –“Sign Retro-reflectivity – What Is It and Why Should I 

Care?” (Part 1) had 112 participating sites and good evaluations. 
 CLL: “Retro-reflectivity Part 2 – Best Management Practices for How to 

Implement” broadcast on November 5, 2009 had 110 participating sites. 
 CLL: “Best Management Practices for NPDES Permit Compliance” is 

scheduled for November 19, 2009 
 CLL: “Asphalt Pavement Preservation” is scheduled for December 3, 2009. 
 CLL: “Understanding Your Agency’s Carbon Footprint” is scheduled for 

December 17, 2009 

 Live Workshops 
 “Construction Inspection: A Review” held November 9-10, 2009 in Kansas 

City, MO had 32 attendees. 



 

 The “Stormwater Management” workshop will be scheduled for late February, 
early March in the Dallas Metro area.  

 The Education Committee has been participating in a SWOT analysis and will hold 
a special conference call on December 14th to determine final results. 

 The Education Committee is planning a face-to-face meeting in Kansas City near 
the end of January to coincide with APWA’s budget planning process.  

 Christina announced that the University of Omaha in Nebraska now also offers a 
Masters program with the public works concentration on-line.  This is in addition to 
the program currently available through Norwich University. 

 
 5. Body of Knowledge Study Update – Tommy and Teresa reported that the deadline had 

passed for completing the survey.  While final numbers of entered programs are not 
available, based on the last report Teresa received, there was in the neighborhood of 
70 entries for fleet-related programs.  Members indicated a willingness to provide 
information but often found that they couldn’t carve out the time to do so.  Staff made 
certain to enter information from APWA, NAFA, Rocky Mtn Fleet Association, OSHA, 
ASE and various on-line and print newsletters/magazines.  

 
 6. Publications  

a. Fleet Management Software – Marc Knight has indicated that he is willing to do a 
booklet that goes into more detail. Connie Hartline and John McCorkhill will both 
follow-up with Marc to begin discussions on the project.  

b. Designing a New Fleet Maintenance Facility – This is a publication which could be 
undertaken using Connie’s new proposal as the individuals initially interested in the 
project have chosen not to do so at this time.  Connie would like an outline from the 
committee before she begins a search for an author.  We will add this to the 
agenda for December so that the committee can determine areas to address  

 
 7. Snow Conference – John McCorkhill has lined up a program on Maximizing Vehicles 

Resale Values Using the Internet.  John Scharffbillig will also be in attendance.  
 
 8. Boston Congress 2010, August 15-18 – Teresa reminded participants that the 

Congress Program Review Committee will be meeting the first week of December to 
determine which submissions are selected.  Committee members responsible for 
components of the three guaranteed sessions will need to have their descriptions, final 
learning objectives and speaker contact in to the APWA office in January.  This item 
will remain on future agendas as a reminder, not specifically requiring discussion or 
action.  

  a. Workshop Wednesday program  
o 2010 Emissions (Scharffbillig) 
o Alternative Energy Vehicles (Gupta) 
o Clean energy/CNG/Clean Cities (Brown) 
o Biodiesel (Higgins) 

 b. OPIS:  De-mystifying Fuel Pricing: Fuel Management Planning and Strategies in a 
Volatile Market – Scott Berhang of OPIS (McCorkhill) 

 c. Revolutionizing Fleet and Facilities Operations for Sustainability – Vicki Musgrove 
& Mary Joyce Ivers (Nerland) 

 d. In-House Salt Brine Generator (as part of Winter Maintenance Subcommittee 
session – (Higgins)  

 



 

 9. FEMA Resource Typing – John Scharffbillig indicated that they are running through the 
process and hope to have the new document out for equipment in January.  The 
structure of the committee changed with new participants.  Credentialing is moving 
forward and one of the positions that will be credentialed in the new outcoming is a 
fleet manager for national incidences.  Venu has been sitting the group for facilities. 
The equipment group is working on forklifts and specialty type equipment.  The group 
is working with FEMA on costing and pay-back rates which will be tied to the 
credentialing guidelines being put forth now.  

 
 10. Alternative vehicles policy statement – Venu has information pulled together but has 

not finished the statement.  He will supply the draft statement one week before next 
month’s call so that members have an opportunity to review prior to discussion.  

 
 11. Spring meeting – Ken Nerland/Teresa Hon – The weekend of March 5-6 is clear for all 

members.  Members DO NOT want to meet on Sunday but would be willing to meet on 
Friday if the Facilities & Grounds Committee can only meet on Saturday.  

 
 12. InfoNOW monthly postings 

November –  John S. 
December –  Venu 
January –  David 
February –  Dennis 
March –  John Mc 
April –  Tommy 

May –  John S. 
June –  Venu 
July –  David 
August –  Dennis 
September –  John Mc

 
 13. Reminder of previously made commitments – 

 Venu offered to provide a Reporter article on how to green the fleet from a 
presentation he made in Chicago.  The 2010 fleet issue is September with the copy 
deadline of July 15.  

  
 14. Next conference call meeting – December 16, 12:30pm Pacific/1:30pm 

Mountain/2:30pm Central/3:30pm Eastern 
 
  
 

 


