
 
FLEET SERVICES COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
Tuesday, September 16, 2008 

 
 

Participants: John McCorkhill  Venu Gupta 
 Tommy Brown John Scharffbillig 
 Ken Nerland, APWA Board 
 
Absent: David Higgins  Brenda Herrman 
 
Staff: Teresa Hon, Staff Liaison Karen Wilson  
 
 
1. John McCorkhill, Chair, called the meeting order and asked if there were additions 

or changes to the agenda, of which there were none.  The August 16 meeting 
summary was tentatively approved by John McCorkhill, Tommy Brown and Venu 
Gupta.  John Scharffbillig, who joined the call later, approved via email following 
completion of the conference call meeting. 

 
2. Director At Large Report – Ken Nerland provided his usual comprehensive report 

which included the following:  
 Membership numbers continue to remain strong and that the first time member 

campaign will run through the end of December.   
 The Jennings Randolph Fellowship is accepting applications through 

November 14.  The Fellowship provides for a study tour of a partner country.   
 There are no final numbers available yet for Congress attendance. However, 

the Proud to Care programs were very successful.  More than 250 volunteers 
provided 1800 hours of community service to the St. Bernard and Catholic 
Charities projects.  The blood drive resulted in over 90 units. 

 The accreditation program remains strong with 51 fully accredited agencies at 
this time. 

 The Leadership & Management Committee is sponsoring another on-line 
mentoring conference call on September 25.  The program, entitled Leadership 
101, will feature five members from the first class of the Leadership Academy. 

 An update of the certification exam dates was provided 
 The Congress Call for Presentations is due September 30, 2008. 
 The APWA Board of Directors adopted the advocacy priorities which includes a 

new item – sustainability and environmental stewardship. 
 Members are encouraged to find out more about the new video and tool kit, 

Reinvesting in America’s Transportation System.  It deals with SAFETEA-LU 
and reauthorization. http://www.apwa.net/safetea-lu/ 

 APWA is cosponsoring a documentary called Liquid Assets.  It will be available 
on PBS affiliate stations. 

 
3. Report on Education – Tommy Brown reported on yesterday’s Education 

Committee conference call meeting and indicated that the committee will be 



meeting January 23 & 24 and have set tentative dates for the Education Summit at 
April 2-3 in Kansas City.  The Masters Degree program with Norwich University will 
roll out in March.  The call for presentations for Congress has a September 30 
deadline.  The next Click, Listen and Learn course which will address Salt Storage 
will take place Thursday, October 2.  

 
 Karen Wilson (Professional Development staff) reported that the next public fleet 

management course will take place October 22-25 in Dallas.  Kathy Dotson will be 
working with John McCorkhill and Paul Koch to update the course by June 30.  The 
North American Snow Conference Planning Committee met last week in Kansas 
City.  They believe there is still a need for a session on managing fuel costs in the 
winter and asked that the Fleet Services Committee organize a session for the 
April 26-29, 2009 event in Des Moines, Iowa.  Karen Wilson will be working on 
descriptions of the sessions in mid-October.  John Scharffbillig suggested Hoon Ge 
and Greg Mason as excellent speakers and provided staff with contact information.  
The Snow Conference Planning Committee also asked if the committee would be 
interested in an annual guaranteed session for fleet topics.  The answer was a 
definite yes. 

 
4. Discuss potential new policy statement on unfunded federal and state mandates 

and support of infrastructure – John Scharffbillig indicated that he and Brenda 
Hermann had not had an opportunity to work on the proposed statement.  The 
GAC will be meeting in April so as long as the draft statement is ready for review 
by the committee’s March meeting we will be on target for review. 

 
5. Fleet Open Forum discussion during Congress.  Staff shared notes from the 

discussions which took place.  Participants in the forum indicated that they felt the 
committee should focus on the need for training (how to get vendors to conduct 
training) in a future Reporter article.  Sample specs which included training could 
be shared.  It was agreed that the open forum topics should be used for infoNOW 
postings.  Staff reminded members to indicate they are a member of the APWA 
national Fleet Committee when posting or replying. 

 
6. Discussion of topics for proposed Guaranteed Education Sessions for Congress 

2009 in Columbus, Ohio, September 13-16 
a. Understanding the implementation of federal fuel & emission mandates – 

Panel discussion – John Scharffbillig (EPA, FHWA, Dept of Energy) – It 
was decided to hold this topic for the 2010 Congress due to changes 
which will be implemented in 2010 

b. Fuel conservation which could include eco driving, idle restriction, etc. – 
Venu Gupta  

c. Requirements for a Safe & Productive Environment/OSHA audit – John 
McCorkhill  

d. Preparing your Fleet for the Unexpected. Potential speakers Pamela 
Mottice-Muller, City of Beverly Hills (sporting event celebration), Jack 
Doherty (snow event) and a hurricane event person.  Members liked this 
topic so John Scharffbillig & John McCorkhill agreed to work on this 
proposal for Congress 

e. Partnering to be more effective in your community – a joint session with 
the Emergency Management Committee was not selected as participants 



felt there would be changes within EMAC which might make it more 
difficult to develop a program 

f. Venu, John and John will work on and submit a proposal by the 
September 30 deadline. 

g. John McCorkhill provided additional explanation of the Columbus Ohio 
Shop Tour.  The committee agreed that the addition of a three-hour 100 
Best Fleets seminar would be beneficial as long as it was educational and 
wasn’t commercial.  Karen Wilson agreed to make contact with Tom 
Johnson to clarify APWA’s requirements in order to grant CEU credit. 

 
7. FEMA Resource Typing – John Scharffbillig and Venu Gupta were in Washington, 

DC last week for the meeting.  A great deal was discussed and it was felt that there 
is a definitive push to make PW a part of the table and moving forward in working 
on disaster recovery and personnel.  Venu was elected vice chair of the PW Tasks 
and Coordination Group.  John will be working FEMA to revise the rate structure 
for reimbursement (which was last updated in the 1960s).  He will also be working 
on NIMS – what to order for specific incidents and what forms should be 
completed.   All forms will be revised so that terms are uniform across the board.  
The 120+ credentials that were previously distributed to the committee for review 
are now out for peer comments.  Public comment will be open December 1. 

 
8. Status of Managing Public Equipment update – An article in the October Reporter 

will address the Technical Committees’ role in updating and developing new 
publications.  The article will include a request of the membership for case studies 
that can be used in the publication.  Editor Mike Joyner has established a deadline 
for all copy from authors of November 1. 

 
9. Sustainability Task Force – John Scharffbillig indicated that no meeting has been 

held since Congress. 
 
10. DHS Pilot Project - Interoperable Wireless Network with City of Washington, 

DC – John McCorkhill provided contact information for a person in the City of 
Washington, DC.  John Scharffbillig indicated that a suburb of Seattle was also 
participating in the program and provided contact information.  
Comments/questions from one of the Emergency Management Committee 
members was forwarded to the DHS:  “would be interested to see how they 
plan to integrate/interface particularly with the GIS component since many GIS 
base mapping projects Public Works is either the lead or one of the main 
contributors of information.  This sounds great for small/limited scope incidents 
but would like to hear what their thoughts are on much wider incidents when 
infrastructure is impacted.  Of course how do they anticipate tying Public Works 
organizations into the program?”  A brief response was received from Dr. David 
Boyd (Interoperability and Communication Director for DHS’s Science & 
Technology Directorate) - Short answer is that we see public works as a critical 
part of any response and would want them involved. Part of the whole ROW-B 
experiment is to figure how best to do that. 

 
11. Outreach to Chapters – John Scharffbillig has made contact with a representative 

from the Montana chapter. 
 



12. InfoNOW monthly postings 
September – Brenda Herrman 
October – John McCorkhill 
November – Tommy Brown 
December – Venu Gupta 

January – John Scharffbillig 
February – David Higgins 
March – Brenda Herrman 

 
13. New Business – Tommy Brown asked for information from committee members 

regarding compressed natural gas (CNG) vehicles.  Venu agreed to send a 
PowerPoint presentation and contact information to Tommy.  John Scharffbillig 
suggested Tommy contact Joe Doherty in New York State. 

 
14. Next conference call meeting – Wednesday, October 8, 12:30pm Pacific/1:30pm 

Mountain/2:30pm Central/3:30pm Eastern 
 


