
 

FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

Conference Call Summary 
Tuesday, September 7, 2010 

 
 

Present:  Walter Veselka, Chair 
      Ken Nerland, At-Large Director 
      Gordon Siebert 
      Jay Burney 
      Jenny Gulick 
      Brad Underwood 
      Mabel Tinjacá, Staff Liaison 
 
Absent:   David Fain 
  
 
1.  Call to Order – Walter Veselka 

Meeting was called to order at 2:30pm Central. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting at Congress (8/17/10) were corrected to show that Jenny 
Gulick had seconded the motion to approve the July meeting minutes.  Jay Burney moved 
to approve the corrected minutes; seconded by Jenny.  All voted in favor. 

 
3. Board Report – Ken Nerland 

 The board approved an education and certification strategic planning process and 
group.  Board members and members of technical committees were appointed to this 
group that is charged with reporting their outcomes at the Winter Meeting.  

 The task force on Leadership & Elections will review campaign policies and submit a 
report at the Winter Meeting as well.  

 The board approved APWA as a founding partner with ASCE and ACEC to develop a 
sustainable infrastructure rating system similar to LEED.   

 Charlotte, NC has been selected as the site for the 2013 Snow Conference.   
 Membership is 28,400 which is 88 fewer than previous month.  We have two-thirds 

retention of first time members.   
 There were 1,377 full registrants for Congress with 5,500 total attendees; exhibitor 

numbers exceeded the target goal with 404 exhibitors on the floor.  The Center for 
Sustainability had a strong presence at Congress.  SWANA reported 3,000 attendees 
at their conference, held jointly with APWA Congress.  



 APWA has extended the on-line testing to Canada; there are currently 20 new sites.  
 Two Transportation Committee members are representing the Government Affairs 

Committee at the national level.  Bo Mills attended the “Towards Zero Deaths” Highway 
Safety strategy meeting in August.  Sue Hann was appointed to a 2-year term by the 
EPA to the Local Government Advisory Committee. 

 
 
4. Education Report – Mabel Tinjacá (See 9-1-10 APWA@aGlance) 

The APWA@aGlance was developed to show participation in all of our programs.  Mabel 
explained we had exceptionally good attendance – 112 participants – for the MUTCD CLL.  
How to Write a Sustainability Plan had 53 participants which is very good considering that 
CLL participation is lower for non-technical and management programs.   We have 3 Study 
Guides on the calendar for October: Construction Inspection, Fleet, and Storm Water; each 
is a 3-part program.  Certification exams for each subject will be offered September 13-24 
and November 1-12, 2010.  The Call for Sites went out to all the APWA Chapters.  Two are 
interested in the Stormwater Manager Certificate program.   The Storm Water Study Guide 
might be offered a second time this fiscal year.      
  
 

5. F&G CLL Topic for May 26, 2011 
The committee is continuing to look for speakers for the “Preventive Maintenance” topic.  
Gordon will contact potential speakers at the University of Illinois and the Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command who developed “ROOFER” and “CIRCUITS” software to ask about 
technology transfer that might be useful to APWA members.  He will also contact the 
International Facilities Management Association (IFMA).  Mabel and Gordon will confer to 
decide by 9-15-10 if the topic should be changed.  Several alternate topics were 
mentioned, mostly from the list of upcoming articles and the brainstorming session at the 
2010 Spring Meeting.  Jenny pointed out that urban forestry topics had been adequately 
covered.   
 
 [Walter had to leave because of a last minute meeting.  Jay agreed to facilitate] 
 

6. Congress 2011 Sessions 
The committee has two guaranteed sessions; abstracts are due soon, 9-30-10.  Sessions 
are selected by the CPR Committee, but members may promote specific topics. Jenny 
explained that the Elgin, IL project is about urban forestry.  Jay will be the F&G 
representative to the Solid Waste Committee on the proposed Zero Waste session. That 
committee will contact Jay if they proceed with the topic.  Brad will be the F&G 
representative to the Engineering & Technology Committee on the Future Watch session; 
they will contact Brad if they proceed with the topic. 
 

7. Articles for The Reporter 
Deadline for the April issue is 2-15-11.  Jay clarified that ESCO is a case study of city 
owned properties in Olympia, WA. 
 
 



8. Quarterly Reports 
Mabel will speak with Peter King to see if the Quarterly Reports from each technical 
committee will be published in The Reporter.  He is concerned the information will not be 
current given the publishing timeframe. 
 

9. Work Plan for 2011-2012 
Members will fill-in the blank spaces on the At-a-Glance for CLL topics, Congress 2012 
sessions, and Reporter articles; Mabel will compile for discussion at the next meeting.  She 
suggested members look at the GAP Analysis and the list of past CLLs.  
The committee had previously expressed interest in reviewing a list of F&G associations to 
see if there are opportunities for educational programming partnerships.  Mabel explained 
the list has not been found in APWA files, but was mentioned in the 4-3-07 minutes.  
Current committee members agreed to send names of associations to Mabel to be 
compiled for the next meeting. 
 

10. Location of Spring Meeting 2011 
Gordon suggested meeting at the Los Angeles airport as a way of keeping costs low.  
Coordinating with the local chapter would foster chapter relations and possibly save some 
expense if they were willing to help with transportation.  Using a LEED certified facility 
would be desirable. Members agreed that February would be the first choice; Brad will be 
gone Feb. 18-20, but the remaining dates after the first week of February are possibilities. 
 

11.  Next Meeting 
Jay and Jenny have conflicts on Oct. 5th, so the next meeting will be on Oct. 12th.  
 

12.  Business Plan 
 Mabel mentioned that the 2010-2011 Business Plan was amended at Congress.  The   
revised version was posted on Basecamp. 
 

13.  Adjournment 
Brad moved to adjourn, seconded by Jay.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:25 Central. 


