
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

April 6, 2010 
 
 

Present: David Fain, Chair  
  Ken Nerland, At-Large Director 
  Jenny Gulick, Member 
  Harry Weed, Member   
  Walt Veselka, Member 
  Gordon Siebert, Member 
  Brad Underwood, Member 
  Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 
   
 
1. Call to order 

David called the meeting to order at 2:33pm Central. 
 
2. Review and approval of the March meeting summary 

The March meeting summary was approved.  
 
3. Board Report 

Ken reported that membership was 28,714 at the end of March.  That is a 1% decrease from one year 
ago so membership is pretty stable.  There have been 561 new members in 2010 through the first time 
member campaign.  Snow Conference is Apr. 18-21 in Omaha.  There will be a 50th anniversary 
celebration at this year’s conference.  The Center for Sustainability continues to move forward.  They 
have a new temporary webpage at www.apwa.net/sustainability/centerforsustainability.  The framework 
created by the Center to guide sustainable decision-making is available online.  Members are asked to 
try it and offer feedback.  For the Accreditation program, there’s a self assessment workshop coming up 
on Apr. 20 in Illinois.  Under Certification, there will be another Stormwater Manager exam at StormCon 
in San Antonio on Aug. 4.  All of the certification programs had computer-based testing available in 
March.  There are now 18 Certified Stormwater Managers, 140 Certified Public Infrastructure 
Inspectors, and 91 Certified Public Fleet Professionals.  Computer-based testing will be available again 
in June.  GAC will meet Apr. 27-28 in DC.  They will visit with staff from DOT, EPA, and FEMA and with 
members of Congress.  David Himes has been appointed to a FEMA Task Force.  The At-Large 
Director for Transportation and the Chair of the Transportation Committee provided input on shortening 
the time on transportation aid projects. 
 

4. Education Report 
Harry reported that the Education Committee last met on Mar. 15.  Heath Pickerill was introduced as the 
new LTAP Liaison to the Committee.  The CLL on LED Technology was presented on Mar. 25.  The 
Construction Inspection Workshop was Mar. 29-30.  The CLL on Pavement Preservation will be 
rebroadcast on Apr. 8.  The new E-learning webpage was launched this week.  The bundle packages 
are available.  Jun. 8-10 is the Sustainability Conference in Minneapolis.  There were 53 registrants at 
the time of the call.  Congress registration is open.  Norwich University is offering 4 tuition reductions, 2 
for their MPA in Public Works and 2 for Engineering.  There are reductions in the amounts of $5,000 
and $2,500 for each program.  These are for the term beginning in September 2010.  A selection 
committee has been created.  The Education Committee is continuing to work on CLL topics for next 
year. 
 



5. Subcommittee Report 
Jenny reported that the subcommittee met by conference call in mid March.  They decided not to edit 
the old text and instead begin a new publication.  They will continue the four part series of books on 
urban forestry published by APWA a few years ago.  Three new books will be created for the series; one 
on tree planting, one on tree maintenance and one on tree preservation.  They will follow the format of 
the other books.  Jenny set a target of June for a first draft.  She drafted the table of contents for each 
book and sent them out today.  The next conference call should be around the end of the month or first 
of May.  The plan is to finalize the tables of contents and divide up tasks on that call. 
 

6. Congress sessions for 2010 
a. Street trees – David  
b. Bird control – Harry  
c. Milwaukee City Hall LEED-EB – Harry  
David said that his speaker, Tom Brady, is all set and is also presenting another session at Congress.  
Harry still hasn’t heard back on the Milwaukee session but will try again.  His bird control session is set. 
 

7. Education topics for next year 
a. Click, Listen & Learn:  Preventative maintenance including electrical, roofing, plumbing and HVAC 

The program is scheduled for September.  Harry said they will discuss topics at the next meeting 
and he will provide deadlines.  David will check with colleagues for any potential speakers. 

b. Congress sessions: 
Sustainable grounds maintenance 
Elgin, IL project 
Energy efficiency grants/funding and successful projects 
Security BMPs 

Three sessions are needed for Congress.  Everyone should start looking for speakers.  Congress 
will be in Denver in 2011.  Jenny spoke to someone in Cleveland, TN about their state route 
medians project.  The project included rain gardens, tree plantings, grant funding and multiple 
jurisdictions.  Her contact would like to present the project at Congress, covering their sustainable 
efforts and their lessons learned.  Jenny will also look for a speaker on the Elgin project.  Harry will 
ask around on security BMPs.  Brad said they had a solar project at a wastewater treatment plant 
that could be presented. 

c. Articles: 
  Sustainable grounds maintenance – Jenny  
  Preventative maintenance including electrical, roofing, plumbing and HVAC 

 Custodial services including contracting, day vs. night, products and equipment 
 Materials storage and yards – Gordon   
 Facility commissioning – Gordon   
 In-house remodeling – Brad  
 Landscaping medians – Jenny 
 Street trees – Jenny 

 
8. Business plan for 2010-2011 

The plan will need to be finished in July so it can be officially adopted at the Congress meeting.  The 
goals need to be written.  Colene posted a second draft with everyone’s comments and suggestions 
from the last meeting. 
 

9. New Items 
The next meeting is May 4.  David is unable to attend.  No one else had a conflict.  Harry will act as 
Chair on the next call. 

 
10. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 3:04pm. 
 


