
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE   

Conference Call Summary   
Thursday, November 4, 2010 

 
 

Present:  Walter Veselka, Chair 
      Brad Underwood 
      Gordon Siebert 
      David Fain  

     Jenny Gulick 
      Mabel Tinjacá, Staff Liaison 
 
Absent:  Ken Nerland, Director At-Large 
      Jay Burney 
 
 

1. Call to order 
Meeting was called to order by Walter at 2:33 CDT. 
 

2. Approval of Oct. summary 
Jenny moved and Jay seconded that the October summary be approved.  Passed unanimously. 

3. Board report 
Ken was not present; Mabel provided information from the Executive Summary.  Membership at 
the end of October is estimated at 28,500; this 20 members above last month, but 2.8% less 
than a year ago.  The 2011 APWA Awards Program information is available on our website. 
The Sustainability Conference is set for June 27-29, 2011 in Portland, OR.  Local agencies 
interested in accreditation may conduct on-site self-assessment workshops by contacting Ann 
Daniels at APWA.  The GAC Strategic Planning Subcommittee met in Washington in October; 
they will present their report to GAC in November and to the Board at its winter meeting. 

4. Education report – Gordon Siebert 
The Education Committee conference call was rescheduled due to technical problems; Gordon 
was not able to attend.  Mabel reported that APWA staff will work on sharing results/outcomes 
of CLL programs with technical committee members. 
 

5. CLL topic for May 2011 
Mabel said there were still concerns that using BUILDER as a topic could be construed as 
product endorsement, plus she had become aware of some shortcomings of the software.  An 
alternate topic might be to showcase 10 small successful projects done by APWA members.  
The program would be pre-recorded, somewhat like a documentary with no Q&A.  Contributors 
would be solicited through the chapters, infoNOW, ICMA or the Nat’l League of Cities; Julia 
could provide a list of sustainability associations.  Gordon suggested giving contributors a 
template to ensure uniformity and to look for ways to make their projects portable; he’ll work on 



a title, description, and template next week; Mabel will then forward a description page to 
members.  Depending on length of each segment, we could perhaps do two programs of five 
presentations.  Gordon said he will speak with Scott about tabling the BUILDER topic until more 
users have been identified. 
 

6. Congress Denver 2011 
The Congress Program Review Committee (CPR) will meet in December or January to finalize 
plans and select two guaranteed sessions for F&G.  Brad says the Dept. of Energy is interested 
in sharing success stories regarding “Energy Efficiency Grants” and “Solar Project at a 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.”   

 
7. Publications – “Trees” Pocket Guide 

Jenny said members of her subcommittee are still planning to work on the project. She will work 
with Connie Hartline regarding copyrights if they intend to use any part of the “Roadside Trees” 
dissertation written by someone outside of the committee. 
 

8. Spring meeting 
Gordon has done a great job on the meeting details.  The meeting will start with breakfast on 
Feb. 11th and end by 2:00 to tour LEED buildings; some members will be able to depart that 
evening.  Gordon will continue to work on invitations to four area chapters, building enthusiasm 
for working with the committee.  Joan said the hotel reservations will be handled by APWA staff; 
members will book their flights after the Travel Tracker has been issued. 
 

9. New Items 
 Members asked if they could send a link to their respective agencies’ job listings for the 

Body of Knowledge III; Mabel will check with Becky Stein.  Job titles not included on the list 
from Becky are welcome. 

 Per request from Peter King, members discussed expenses for FY11-12.  Mabel asked if 
anyone had ideas for new projects.  Gordon suggested pocket guides for building 
maintenance, energy management, or sustainability, published every other year.  Spring 
meetings will probably continue to meet outside of Kansas City, but still be in the range of 
$5,000.  Mabel will report to Peter that we do not anticipate any increase in the budget. 

 Discussion of new projects continued with Mabel’s questions about LEED certification.  
Gordon explained that maintaining a LEED certified building is an issue Jay is interested in 
covering; Mabel will contact Jay about doing a conference call with Walter and other 
organizations such as BOMA, IFM, and possible\y the GSA. 

 Quarterly Reports could be published in “Bridges”, a bi-monthly online publication available 
on our website.  Brad asked about advertising a link to the Quarterly Reports.  Gordon 
suggested a “pop-up” announcing the meeting summaries might also be helpful.  Mabel will 
check with our IT department. 

 Gordon explained he was recently elected to his city council and must resign from the 
Education Committee; he will send a letter to George Crombie.  Brad will take his place. 

10. Adjournment 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:34pm CDT. 


