
 

FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE   

Conference Call Summary 
Tuesday, October 12, 2010 

 
 

Present:  Walter Veselka, Chair 
      Ken Nerland, At-Large Director 
      Gordon Siebert 
      Jay Burney 
      David Fain  

     Jenny Gulick 
      Mabel Tinjacá, Staff Liaison 
 
Absent:  Brad Underwood 
 

1. Call to Order – Walter Veselka 
Meeting was called to order at 2:35 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
The summary of the September meeting was unanimously approved. 
 

3. Board Report – Ken Nerland 
Ken said the latest membership numbers were not available yet, but that there are 
approximately 28,000 members which is about 1,000 below last year.  The 2011 
APWA Awards nomination materials will be available October 1st.  The Chapter 
Leaders Training Workshop will be Feb. 24-26, 2011 in Kansas City; it’s entitled 
“APWA in Concert: Rock Your Chapter.”  Ken noted that October was a very active 
month for the Professional Development Department.  They offered two CLLs: 

 Lessons from Extreme Weather Events 
 Weather Reports – Where to Get Them & How to Use Them 

They also offered three study guides: 
 Infrastructure Inspection 
 Fleet Management 
 Stormwater Manager 

Shelby LaSalle was appointed to the GAC subcommittee which recently met in 
Washington, DC to discuss advocacy & lobbying issues.  The Education & 
Certification Strategic Planning Task Force met last week in Kansas City.  They are 
scheduled to present their report at the Board’s winter meeting. 
 
 
 



4. Education Report – Gordon Siebert 
The September meeting of the Education Committee was cancelled due to technical 
problems with the conference call service.  Mabel attended the meeting of the 
Education & Certification Strategic Planning Task Force.  She said this group took on 
the difficult task of integrating all educational programs.  They discussed the 
certification programs including options for senior executives. The ICMA model was 
discussed as an option that does not require certification.   Communication between 
National and the Chapters was also discussed as well as the multiple career paths 
that public works professionals seem to take as they progress through leadership on 
their way to becoming a public works director.   
 
Mabel explained we’re offering more CLL programs this year.  We have added more 
rebroadcasts and are now offering the three study guides more than once a year.  
We are trying to figure out how to offer the study guides four times a year to coincide 
with test dates.     
 

5. CLL Topic for May 2011 
Gordon contacted Scott McDonald at the University of Illinois about the BUILDER 
software.  This software was developed by the Army Corp of Engineers as a way of 
managing their facilities and grounds.   Mabel discussed this topic with other staff to 
see if there are any problems with a CLL that involves only one vendor; we want to 
avoid programs that appear to be a “sales pitch.”  Mabel asked Gordon if we could 
find more BUILDER users; he said the military users could be applicable.  Jay 
suggested that including other products would seem less like an endorsement of 
BUILDER.  Gordon compared Patty Hildebrand’s presentation of a project she did in 
Kansas City to the proposed CLL featuring BUILDER.  Walter reminded us that the 
deadline for a decision on the CLL topic is approaching; Mabel explained that the 
marketing is less effective if the program is not announced soon.  Members stated 
they wish to move forward with this topic and asked Mabel to get approval from Peter 
King. 
 

6. Articles for the Reporter 
All members are still on track with their respective assignments listed on the H2O 
2010-2011Work Plan @aGlance.  Mabel said editing assistance is available from 
APWA. 
 

7. Quarterly Reports 
Mabel said that a decision has not made about using the Reporter as a way of 
communicating with APWA membership.  It is true that by the time the information 
reached the membership it may be very dated.  For now, we will continue with the 
established format.  Walter said he still wants to find an effective way to reach the 
membership. 
 

8. Events & Publications 
Members agreed it is too early to focus on work plan specifics for 2011-2012, but 
ideas can be posted on Basecamp.  Jenny has talked with Connie Hartline about the 
urban forestry pocket guide.  Jenny will work with volunteer subject matter experts 
who will provide content.  Connie said not to worry about formatting.  She will do that.    
Mabel will email Connie about the copyright on the source material.  Jenny explained 



that four previous versions of similar subject matter focused on BMPs and were 
available as free downloads; she was not aware of how many downloads had been 
made.  The pocket guide will not be free; it will be printed and available at the 2012 
Congress. 
 
Jay Burney has written a capstone project as a requirement for his MA in Public 
Works.  Mabel asked that he consider publishing, even an excerpt, in the Reporter.   
 
 

9. Spring Meeting 
Members have agreed to hold the meeting on Feb. 11, 2011 in Los Angeles near 
LAX airport.  Gordon has already checked on lodging and other arrangements; the 
Radisson Hotel near LAX has reasonable rates ($110 + tax), free shuttle, and 
meeting rooms.  Gordon will invite area chapters (S. California, Ventura, and San 
Diego) to meet with us.  Jenny suggested we conduct the business meeting in the 
morning and then have the chapters join us for brainstorming sessions and a tour of 
LEED certified buildings that Gordon will arrange.  Carpooling would likely be 
provided by local attendees. The meeting including the tour should end by 5:00pm.  
Members can book flights through All About Travel after Joan has processed their 
Travel Trackers; she will let Gordon know if he should make reservations for lodging 
and meeting rooms. 
 
 

10. New Items 
Mabel informed the committee that in the near future Elizabeth Treadway will be 
asking them to provide samples of public works job descriptions from their agencies 
for the Body of Knowledge Phase III. 
 
Gordon informed members of his new phone number, 831-755-5230. 
 
Walter asked if anyone had contacted other organizations about partnering with 
APWA on any projects.  The objective would be to collaborate with an organization to 
develop certification programs.   Jenny suggested the Society of Municipal Arborists 
(SMA), but said we would need to present a formal request that outlined our goals.  
We would ultimately need a formal agreement between both organizations; Mabel will 
check on the process for doing that.  Previous collaboration with the Professional 
Grounds Management Society to develop a certified grounds manager program 
received very little response from the intended audience.  Jenny said an accreditation 
process for programs might be more successful than certification for individuals. 

 
 

11. Adjournment 
David moved to adjourn, seconded by Jenny.  Meeting was adjourned at 3:50pm. 


