
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
August 4, 2009 

 
Present: Harry Weed, Chair 
  Ken Nerland, Board Liaison 
  Brad Underwood, Member 
  Michele Ohmes, Member  
  David Fain, Member 
  Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 
     
Absent:  Al Olson, Member 
  George Gonzalez, Member  
   
 
1. Call to Order  

Harry called the meeting to order at 2:37pm. 
 
2. Review and approval of the July meeting summary 

The July meeting summary was approved. 
 
3. Board Report 

Ken reported that membership is still at just over 29,000.  The first time member campaign has brought in 
over 1,000 new members.  The Chapter membership achievement awards have been announced.  The 
national ballot is out.  George Crombie is on the ballot for President-Elect.  There are also Regional Director 
and At-Large Director positions on the ballot.  Congress registration is below previous years but marketing 
and promoting continues.  Everyone recognizes that this will be a challenging year.  APWA has made an 
effort to consolidate the number of emails to members by introducing a new weekly announcement of the 
latest news called “In The Works.”  The Emerging Leaders program will be accepting applications until Aug. 
10.  There are not very many applicants so far, compared to previous years.  Peoria, AZ became the 54th 
accredited agency.  That program continues to do well.  Certification will have Fleet, CI and Stormwater 
exams at Congress.  The feasibility study for a new certification for public works officials should be complete 
by fall.  APWA has been active on advocacy issues including the new SAFETEA-LU bill.  The Center for 
Sustainability met July 24-25 in Chicago with the At-Large Directors.  They established their key initiatives 
and strategies.  They will provide an opportunity for input from the Technical Committees.  Exhibit sales at 
Congress are doing well. 

 
4. Review of the Board’s Strategy Document 

Colene said the Board would like the Committee’s comments on the strategy document.  They want to know 
if the Committee feels it reflects their ideas or if anything has been left out.  Ken said that the Board tried to 
examine who we are and what sets us apart and to look ahead 5 years at where we’d like to be.  The Board 
has been working on strategic planning for several months and will review this document at the September 
Board meeting.  They plan to finalize it by January.  Harry said that the document looks good.  David said it 
looked well thought out.  Other members agreed. 
 

5. Education Report 
Michele said that the item that really stood out for her from the last Education Committee meeting was the 
U.S. Public Service Academy.  Students entering the Academy would have to commit to give a number of 
years in public service work.  She would like to see the inclusion of adult students in the Academy.  She 
feels that APWA should absolutely get in on the ground floor.  Colene will provide the link to the website: 
www.uspublicserviceacademy.org.  Colene said that the CLL on HVAC is coming up and Christina now has 
three speakers for the program.  There are two from ASHREA and one recommended by Venu.  It should 
be a good program.  There is a draft of the new stormwater management curriculum for a workshop that 
should have its first offering late fall.  Harry thanked Michele for her time and work with the Committee. 



 
6. Authors for new publication subcommittees   

a. Street trees and sidewalks 
b. Sustainable facilities management  
Colene has placed some materials on both topics on the Basecamp site.  The Writeboards tab contains a 
page for each topic.  The writeboards can be used to draft an outline.  Outlines can be placed on InfoNOW 
as part of a call for authors.  Harry said that George is on board for the street trees project. 

 
7. Congress sessions for 2010 

a. Street trees – David  
b. Bird control – Harry  
c. ROW maintenance 
David is all set.  His speaker is Tom Brady.  Harry has begun pulling together his session.  We still need 
someone to take the right-of-way session.  It is possible to finalize the topic at the Congress Meeting when 
the new members join.  The sessions have to be submitted by the end of September.  Colene asked if she 
should go ahead and add the new committee members to the Basecamp site to give them a head start.  
Everyone agreed that it would be good to bring them on board right away. 
 

8. Reporter articles for 2010 
a. Security technology 
b. Energy efficiency block grants in stimulus package 
c. Green cleaning, in facility maintenance contracts, in cleaning products, day cleaning for energy 

efficiency 
d. New playground designs and equipment 
e. Facilities Condition Index, inventory facilities and catalog preventive maintenance, facility assessment to 

build capital improvement plan 
f. In-house remodeling 
g. Job order contracting 
h. Facilities restoration after a disaster 
i. Public works yards and barns 
j. Wind turbines and other alternative energy sources, wastewater treatment plant using solar, closed 

landfill for a wind or solar farm 
k. Water conservation 
l. Riverwalks and downtown parks 
m. Planning and setting up special events and clean up 
n. Flextime and the impact on facilities and operational costs 
o. Graffiti abatement 
Everyone agreed that the articles would best be left until the new members join since there is plenty of time 
before the deadline. 

 
9. Congress Meeting 

Colene said that two items on the agenda will be the status of the Body of Knowledge and publications.  
Committee members should forward any agenda items to Colene.  She will be sending a draft agenda to 
Harry, David and Ken.  In an effort to conserve paper, Colene asked if it would be okay to not include 
individual copies of each position paper in the Committee’s meeting packets.  David asked if we could use a 
laptop and projector to connect to the Basecamp site.  David can bring his laptop with air card.  Colene will 
try to reserve a projector.  The Early Bird discount on registration has been extended to Aug. 14.  There is 
also a promotion for agencies bringing 4 people to Congress for $75 per day; that comes out to buy two, get 
two free. 

 
10. Basecamp site 

Michele said that the site is really great.  Colene asked if anyone had questions on the site. 
 

11. New Items  
Harry thanked George, Michele and Al for their work with the Committee. 

 
12. 2009 Congress sessions (no action needed) 

a. Common Sense and Green Design, what a concept! 9/13/2009 2:00 PM - 2:50 PM David Duman  
b. Top 10 ADA Facilities Mistakes 9/13/2009 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM Michele S. Ohmes  
c. Benefits and Health Facts of Artificial Turf Fields 9/13/2009 3:00 PM – 4:30 PM Harry Weed  
Harry said that his speaker troubles are settled. 



 
13. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:14pm. 
 
 
 


