
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
April 7, 2009 

 
Present: Harry Weed, Chair 
  Ken Nerland, Board Liaison 
  Michele Ohmes, Member 
  David Fain, Member 
  Al Olson, Member 
  Teresa Hon, APWA Staff 
   
Absent:  Brad Underwood, Member 
  George Gonzalez, Member  
   
 
1. Call to Order  

Harry called the meeting to order at 2:35pm. 
 
2. Review and approval of the Spring meeting summary 

The March Spring Meeting Summary was approved. 
 
3. Board Report – Ken Nerland 

a. Membership appears to be holding steady in the face of the declining economy and tough budget 
terms.  It is estimated the final March count will be 29,080.  The 2009 First Time Member campaign has 
successfully recruited 481 new members. This membership campaign ends on June 30, 2009.  

b. President-elect Larry Koehle is in the process of making appointments for the year September 2009 – 
August 2010. Most of those appointments will be finalized by June. Once appointments are completed, 
chapter presidents and delegates will be advised of nominations received for their chapter members 
and appointments made from their chapter membership. 

c. The 2009 North American Snow Conference will be held April 26-29 in Des Moines, with the Iowa 
Chapter serving as host. Complete education program and registration information is available at 
www.apwa.net/snow. Online registrations will be accepted until April 8th. After this date, registrations 
will be accepted onsite. Both the registration and exhibit numbers look very solid.  

d. The 2009 APWA Awards Program received 311 entries, not including entries from those 38 chapters 
who are now eligible to submit for the PACE Award. This is up from Submissions for the PACE Award 
are due by June 1, 2009. 

e. Engaging new student and young professional members will be the topic of the April Chapter Leaders 
Webinar Series.  

f. As mentioned last month, APWA has partnered with People Power Unlimited, an online resource for 
volunteer chapter leaders from non-profit and associations across North America, to offer a 
complimentary membership to all APWA chapters to participate on the “Chapter Leaders Playground”. 
To learn more about the Chapter Leaders Playground visit 
http://www.chapterleadersplayground.org/?page=APWA_welcome.   

g. On-site Self Assessment Workshops are available to local agencies by contacting Ann Daniels at 
adaniels@apwa.net or 800-848-2792, ext. 5223.  Presently there are 53 accredited agencies. Recently 
joining this list of agencies was the town of Brighton, MI – the smallest agency to be accredited with a 
population of 7,500.  Self Assessment/Accreditation Workshops are scheduled on April 24, 2009 in 
Pocatello, ID and Pittsburgh, PA on May 1, 2009.  

h. The first exam for the Certified Stormwater Manager certification program will be administered May 16, 
2009 in Dallas, Texas. Visit www.apwa.net/certification for full details and eligibility information. The 
2009 exam schedule is now available for the Certified Public Infrastructure and Certified Public Fleet 
Professional tests. Additionally, APWA has started Phase I: Feasibility Study for a new Public Works 
Official certification program. The Feasibility Study is expected to be completed by Fall 2009. 



i. APWA will offer a Click, Listen and Learn program “Continuity of Operations – How to Stay on Top” on 
April 9.    

j. The Construction Inspection: A Review Workshop will be offered in Denver on April 14-16.  
k. APWA has created a new site with updates on implementation and information resources for the 

economic stimulus package, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  The site is 
available at http://apwarecoveryupdates.blogspot.com or www.apwa.net/advocacy.  Look for the banner 
that reads, Economic Recovery 2009. 

 
4. Education Report – Michele Ohmes 

a. Education Summit – Chapter representatives of Education program. Several good things came out of 
networking.  Gather feedback from chapters to guide staff in future programming.  Interaction was great.  
What can APWA do to improve – web site needed to be improved upon as it is hard to navigate and find 
what members are looking for.  Other suggestions will be shared during next conference call.  It was 
worth being in attendance.  Michele was given the impression by staff that they are committed to listing 
to responses from chapters and members.  There was great input from a young member who expressed 
the desire of young leaders to become involved in leadership/national activities as soon as possible.   

b.  The 2009 Conference on Sustainability in the Public Works Sector was held in Charlotte, NC on March 
26-27.  In total, there were 52 conference participants and 15 speakers.  The conference was well 
received and many attendees were impressed by the leadership that APWA is demonstrating by holding 
this type of event.  The new chair of the Center for Sustainability, Michael Mucha, gave a compelling 
presentation on the Natural Step and also served as MC for the event.  

 
5. Confirm 2009 Congress sessions  

a. Common Sense and Green Design, what a concept! 9/13/2009 2:00 PM - 2:50 PM David Duman is 
confirmed as the speaker 

b. Top 10 ADA Facilities Mistakes 9/13/2009 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM Michele S. Ohmes will make this 
presentation. 

c. Benefits and Health Facts of Artificial Turf Fields 9/13/2009 3:00 PM – 4:30 PM Harry Weed had two 
speakers confirmed but one speaker has withdrawn. Session will continue with only one speaker. 

d. Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday. Colene will follow-up with more detailed information as 
Congress nears.  

e. Registration for Congress is now open.  APWA leaders and committee volunteers have a few days 
advance notice that registration is open on the web site 
<http://www.apwa.net/Meetings/Congress/2009/>.  The general public will receive notification via the 
Congress preview, which was recently mailed. 

 
6. Topic suggestions for new publication:   

a. Street trees and sidewalks – Harry will contact George to see if he would be willing to chair this 
subcommittee or assist in locating speakers and making contacts.  Harry will also ask if the speaker 
George lined up will be available for this project.  Venu Gupta may also know of potential authors. 

b. Sustainable facilities management – Venu might have contacts for this publication.  David would be 
willing to serve as liaison to F&G to report on progress to the full committee. 

c. Members are to think of potential participants for the subcommittees and bring those names to the next 
conference call meeting.   

d. Harry will make some contacts for potential participants and report at the next meeting.  
 
7. Sustainable facilities management certificate program 

Harry Weed will follow-up with Colene on items discussed during the spring meeting so that a plan can be 
developed to submit the certificate request.  Members should be prepared to assist in collecting information 
for the request. 

 
8. InfoNOW postings schedule 

September, March – Harry will belatedly post something for March 
October, April – David is prepared to post a topic for April 
November, May – Al is planning to  
December, June – Michele 
January, July – Brad 
February, August – George 

 
9. New Items  



a. While in DC for the Government Affairs Committee Noel Thompson, Larry Koehl, Larry Frevert, Ken 
Nerland, Sue Hann and Patty Hilderbrand will meet with the new Department of Transportation 
Secretary, Ray LaHood, to make a good first impression and make APWA’s priorities known to the 
DOT. 

b. Al Olson reported that plans for Snow Conference are made and they’re ready to host the event. The 
last planning meeting was held last Friday and they’re ready and excited for the event.  The Host 
Committee budgeted $30,000 in fund raising and to date have generated $55,000.  Registration 
numbers were a little over 400 at last report.  They hope to have a little over 500 attendees.  Over 500 
will be attending on exhibit passes, outside of full registration.  There are also 150 one-day registrants. 
Al anticipates it will be a profitable conference for APWA in spite of the economy and discussed some of 
the special events planned for participants.  

c. During last month’s face-to-face meeting an extensive list of potential Reporter articles and Congress 
topics was generated.  Each member is to review the list and rank their choices for potential 2010 
Congress topics.  Plan to discuss this during next month’s conference call meeting.  Also, if there is a 
topic about which members feel strongly, please forward this information to Colene so that she can 
place a committee member’s name next to it for future follow-up.   
 Street trees 
 Bird control 
 ROW maintenance 
 Security technology 
 Energy efficiency block grants in stimulus package 
 Green cleaning, in facility maintenance contracts, in cleaning products, day cleaning for energy 

efficiency 
 New playground designs and equipment 
 Facilities Condition Index, inventory facilities and catalog preventive maintenance, facility 

assessment to build capital improvement plan 
 In-house remodeling 
 Job order contracting 
 Facilities restoration after a disaster 
 Public works yards and barns 
 Wind turbines and other alternative energy sources, wastewater treatment plant using solar, closed 

landfill for a wind or solar farm 
 Water conservation 
 Riverwalks and downtown parks 
 Planning and setting up special events and clean up 
 Flextime and the impact on facilities and operational costs 
 Graffiti abatement 

 
10. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:07pm. 
 
 
 


