
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

February 3, 2009 
 

Present: Harry Weed, Chair 
  Ken Nerland, At-Large Director 
  Al Olson, Member 
  Michele Ohmes, Member 
  Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 
 
Absent: George Gonzalez, Member  
  Brad Underwood, Member 
  David Fain, Member 
 
 
1. Call to Order 

Harry called the meeting to order at 2:35 PM Central. 
 
2. Review of the January meeting summary 

The January meeting summary was approved. 
 
3. Board Report 

Ken reported that membership is at 29,329, so it’s holding pretty steady.  The first time member 
campaign has been extended through June.  The Board met this past weekend.  Saturday was an all 
day strategic planning session.  There should be a final plan ready for the June meeting.  Twelve people 
are being contacted to join the Center for Sustainability.  About 150 applied for it.  Committee 
nominations are open online until March 2.  Awards are online too.  Snow Conference is coming up in 
Des Moines in April.  The Chapter Leadership Training is Feb. 26-28 in Kansas City.  Registration is 
open until Feb. 5.  Also for chapter leaders, there is a mentorship webinar coming up, along with 2 
finance webinars, covering the new IRS regulations.  Accreditation is up to 52 agencies.  There is a 
couple of self-assessment workshops scheduled in April.  The certification programs are all moving 
along.  The first Stormwater Manager exam will be in May in Dallas.  Exams for the other programs are 
also scheduled, including at Congress.  There is another free online mentoring call scheduled for Feb. 
26.  Government Affairs has been tracking the stimulus package.  There has been a lot of APWA 
outreach to communicate our priorities and establish relationships with new appointees.  The Advocacy 
webpage has all of the latest information. 
 

4. Education Report 
Michele said that the Education Committee met last week.  The Committee’s idea to cover air quality 
and HVAC in a CLL was well received.  The Committee was updated on staff’s efforts to utilize new 
technology like social networking, twitter, wiki, ning and video sharing.  The idea of combining the green 
roofs and solar panels topics into one “What’s on your roof?” session was also discussed.  It could fit 
well into a new sustainability series. 

 
5. 2009 Congress sessions 

a. top 10 ADA mistakes in facilities – Michele  
b. artificial turf fields – Harry  
c. LEED and Energy Star – David 
Michele received her confirmation email and is scheduled for Wednesday morning.  The Committee will 
probably meet on Saturday this year.  The meeting may be shorter to allow time for a combined 
meeting.  Harry has his confirmation.  David emailed that he is double-checking with his speaker. 

 
6. 2009 Reporter articles 



a. pests in urban forestry, preventive steps and control measures – George  
b. low cost signature plantings in boulevards – Venu  
c. native species in landscaping – David 
d. shared salt storage facility – Al  
e. energy grants – David  
f. FEMA debris program – Harry  
g. spray parks – Brad  
Harry may be changing topics if the FEMA article author falls through.  Venu is still on track.  Al is 
sending his article this week or next.  Pictures are always appreciated too. 
 

7. Position Papers Review 
There are no changes to papers so far.  Harry and Brad each have a paper remaining.  Final approval 
will be at the Spring Meeting. 

 
8.. InfoNOW postings 

September, March –Harry 
October, April –David 
November, May –Al 
December, June –Michele 
January, July –Brad 
February, August –George 

  
9. Spring Meeting 

There will be a few of the usual agenda items:  brainstorming education topics for Congress sessions, 
articles, CLLs, etc; drafting a business plan; approving positions.  New items may include a quick 
overview of the social media presented to the Education Committee.  Other ideas for the agenda should 
be sent to Colene.  Colene will send out possible dinner arrangements for Friday night, once everyone 
returns their arrival times. 

 
10. New Items 

There will be no March conference call.  The next meeting will be the Spring Meeting on March 14 in 
Kansas City. 
 

11. Adjourn 
 The meeting was adjourned at 3:02 p.m. 

 


