
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

December 1, 2009 
 
 

Present: David Fain, Chair  
  Ken Nerland, At-Large Director 
  Harry Weed, Member   
  Walt Veselka, Member 
  Gordon Siebert, Member 
  Vicki Musgrove, Center for Sustainability 
  Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 
   
Absent: Brad Underwood, Member 
   
 
1. Call to order 

David called the meeting to order at 2:33pm Central. 
 
2. Review and approval of the October meeting summary 

The October meeting summary was approved.  
 
3. Board Report 

Ken reported that although October’s final membership count is down 1.2% from the previous year, last 
October was the all time high for membership.  Membership is 29,311 and it is up slightly from 
September.  Membership is actually doing well.  It’s holding steady.  The first time member campaign 
has brought in 1,699 new members.  That’s 300 more than last year’s campaign.  About two-thirds of 
those new members are renewing at the full membership rate.  The program will probably be renewed 
again in the new year.  The Center for Sustainability leadership met in Kansas City Oct. 22-23.  There 
was a webinar for chapter leaders on contracts last week.  The accreditation program continues to do 
well.  There are 55 accredited agencies.  David’s agency was number 55.  There are another 30 
agencies under contract, including Ken’s agency.  Certification exams are now computer-based.  There 
are 170 exam centers across the country.  The Certified Public Works Official program is currently under 
review.  A survey of the membership came back on Nov. 20.  The Government Affairs Committee (GAC) 
will meet Apr. 26-28 in DC.  The DC office moved last week to 1275 K Street, just a couple of blocks.  
The minutes of the Board’s Congress meeting are online, if anyone is interested.  Milwaukee was 
selected for Snow Conference 2012 and Phoenix was selected for Congress 2015. 
 

4. Center for Sustainability Update 
Vicki said that the Task Force originally recommended the creation of the Center for Sustainability.  The 
Center is lead by 12 members appointed by Noel Thompson.  The At-Large Directors also participate in 
the Center leadership meetings.  There were many members interesting in serving on the Center.  They 
continue to look for ways to pull in more members and give more people a chance to get involved.  They 
have been meeting by conference call and two face-to-face meetings.  A survey of the membership was 
conducted to gauge where members are in terms of sustainability and to identify issues and problems.  
A large number of members are interested in sustainability.  Barriers that they identified were a lack of 
funding and a lack of tools.  The Center is looking at advocacy efforts including climate change.  They 
also put together a guidance paper for members.  They have a draft framework developed and in beta 
testing.  It is a tool for decision-making.  They are tweaking the framework now and hope to release it to 
members in early 2010.  The Center’s mission is to build the skills, knowledge and tools for members to 



exercise sustainable leadership in their communities.  There was a lot of discussion about the Center’s 
vision and what the future should look like.  The long term strategies that were developed include 
developing a guiding framework, professional development, partnerships and advocacy.  Professional 
development may include training, certification, awards and creating a knowledge center. 

 
5. Education Report 

Harry missed the last Education Committee call.  Some of the Regions are having conference calls on 
sustainability.  The Committee received updates on the Masters programs, the Institutes, CLLs and the 
Body of Knowledge.  Becky will report on the Body of Knowledge data collection on the Education 
Committee’s next call.  A SWOT analysis was done assessing strengths, weaknesses, etc.  The 
Committee will be working on the next steps.  The Education Committee is using Basecamp too.  
Colene said that CLLs this month are Pavement Preservation on Thursday and Understanding Your 
Agency’s Carbon Footprint on Dec. 17.  The websites for both Snow Conference and the Sustainability 
Conference are going live this week. 
 

6. Congress sessions for 2010 
a. Street trees – David  
b. Bird control – Harry  
c. Milwaukee City Hall LEED-EB – Harry  
The sessions are all set.  Harry is finalizing a speaker for the bird control session. 
 

7. Reporter articles for 2010 
a. Security technology – Harry  
b. Energy efficiency block grants in stimulus package – Brad and Walt 
c. Green cleaning, in facility maintenance contracts, in cleaning products, day cleaning for energy 

efficiency 
d. New playground designs and equipment – David  
e. Facilities Condition Index, inventory facilities and catalog preventive maintenance, facility 

assessment to build capital improvement plan 
f. In-house remodeling – Brad  
g. Job order contracting – Gordon  
h. Facilities restoration after a disaster 
i. Public works yards and barns 
j. Wind turbines and other alternative energy sources, wastewater treatment plant using solar, closed 

landfill for a wind or solar farm 
k. Water conservation 
l. Riverwalks and downtown parks – Brad  
m. Planning and setting up special events and clean up – Harry  
n. Flextime and the impact on facilities and operational costs 
o. Graffiti abatement 
There were no changes to the list.  David will likely be asked to ghost write the President’s Message for 
the issue. 

 
8. Position papers review 

a. Energy Conservation for Public Facilities – David 
b. Hazardous Materials and Asbestos Management in Public Facilities – Gordon 
c. Indoor Air Quality – Gordon 
d. Mobility and Access For People with Disabilities (Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990) – Brad 
e. Quality Management of Public Facilities and Assets – 
f. Quality Management of the Urban Forest – Walt 
g. Vulnerability and Security of Public Buildings – Harry 
Gordon volunteered to review the air quality paper.  Some reviews are already complete. 
 

9. Publications 
a. Review roadside trees 
b. Review sustainable facilities maintenance outline 
A deadline had been set for both items for Dec. 15.  The trees publication just needs to be reviewed.  
On the next call, the Committee will need to decide whether or not to move ahead with the publication 



and determine who will act as a liaison to a subcommittee to update the book.  Recommendations for 
subcommittee members should also be made.  Following the call, a post will go on InfoNOW asking for 
subcommittee members.  The facilities maintenance outline needs to be finalized.  Then, a post on 
InfoNOW will ask for subcommittee members to write the publication.  That subcommittee will also need 
a Committee member to serve as a liaison. 
 

10. Spring Meeting in Kansas City 
Ken said that the Fleet Committee would like to meet on March 5 or 6 in Kansas City.  Everyone was 
okay with either day.  Colene will work with Teresa to finalize dates with the Fleet Committee. 
 

11. New Items 
Colene said that 60 or 70 items were submitted under facilities and grounds for the Body of Knowledge 
data collection.  Becky will provide a final list soon. 

 
12. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 3:06pm. 
 


