
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

September 30, 2008 
 

Present: Harry Weed, Chair 
  George Gonzalez, Member 
  Brad Underwood, Member 
  Michele Ohmes, Member 
  Connie Hartline, Publications 
  Colene Vogel, Staff Liaison 
   
Absent: Ken Nerland, At-Large Director  
  David Fain, Member 
  Al Olson, Member  
 
 
1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 2:37 pm Central. 
 
2. Review of the August meeting summary 

The August meeting summary was approved. 
 
3. Education Report 

Michele reported that the Education Committee is interested in gathering any important topics from the 
committees to plan future programs.   
 

4. Publications 
Connie asked if the book on yards was the last one from the Facilities and Grounds Committee.  
Michele suggested a booklet updating ADA guidelines.  A checklist for ADA in public rights-of-way could 
also be done since it was such a popular session at Congress.  The Mayors’ climate protection 
agreement has many facilities implications.  A collection of essays on environmental issues in facilities 
and grounds has been discussed in the past.  Michele will bring a proposal for an ADA right-of-way 
booklet to the March meeting.  Connie will try to do a survey of needs in the field and bring the results 
before the end of the year. 

 
5. 2009 Congress sessions 

a. top 10 ADA mistakes in facilities – Michele  
b. artificial turf fields – Harry  
c. LEED and Energy Star – David 
David’s session has been submitted.  Harry and Michele will submit theirs today.  The deadline has 
been extended one week. 

 
6. 2009 Reporter articles 

a. pests in urban forestry, preventive steps and control measures – George  
b. low cost signature plantings in boulevards – Venu  
c. native species in landscaping – David 
d. shared salt storage facility – Al  
e. energy grants – David  
f. FEMA debris program – Harry  
g. spray parks – Brad  
Articles are not due until Feb. 15.  George will get something together in time.  Brad’s article is on track 
with an outline completed.  Harry has made contacts on his article. 
 



7. Emergency Management Committee article on invasive species 
The Emergency Management Committee is planning an article on invasive species for their issue of the 
Reporter in January.  The article will be due Nov. 15.  They are trying to cover examples of any type of 
invasive species across the country.  They have Wisconsin covered already.  They would like 
suggestions for contributors from other regions of the country.  The invasive species could be insect, 
plant or animal.  They had expressed some interest in covering zebra mussels. 

 
8. Emergency shelters guidance paper 

A few comments came back from the Emergency Management Committee.  Major revisions probably 
are not needed, maybe just a reference to the Red Cross guidelines and ADA regulations.  Brad will 
share comments from his staff.  Harry will try to work in the changes. 

 
9. InfoNOW postings 

September, March –Harry 
October, April –David 
November, May –Al 
December, June –Michele 
January, July –Brad 
February, August –George 

Postings can be a question, a link sharing an ordinance or RFP example, an awards deadline, etc.  It’s 
just a way to keep facilities and grounds topics out in front of the members.  Brad has used InfoNOW to 
ask questions.  There are usually some good responses. 

 
10. New Items 

None. 
 
11. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 3:06 pm. 


