
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONGRESS MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Tuesday, August 19, 2008 
New Orleans Convention Center, New Orleans, LA 

 
Present: Harry Weed, Chair 
  Ken Nerland, At-Large Director 
  Brad Underwood, Incoming Member 
  Venu Gupta, Outgoing Member 
  Michele Ohmes, Member  
  David Fain, Member 
  Al Olson, Member 
  Colene Vogel, Staff Liaison 
  Kathy Dotson, Education 
 
Absent: George Gonzalez, Member 
 
Guests: Noel Thompson, President 
  Larry Frevert, Past President 
  Gordon Siebert, Monterey County 

 
 

 
1. Call to order 

Harry called the meeting to order at 10:10 am. 
 
2. Welcome and Introductions 
 
3. Review of the July meeting summary 

The July meeting summary was approved.  
 
4. Board Report 

Ken reported that membership is approaching 30,000.  The first time member campaign brought 
in over 900 members.  There are now over 50 Certified Public Fleet Professionals and another 12 
tested here at Congress.  There are 19 Certified Public Infrastructure Inspectors.  The 
Stormwater Manager Certification program was launched at Congress.  The Certification 
Commission held a face-to-face meeting this week.  They are responsible for reviewing new 
programs.  Potential new programs are thoroughly researched.  The Government Affairs 
Committee met here and will have another spring fly-in.  The Sustainability Task Force has been 
working on the possible creation of a new ongoing committee or task force on sustainability.  The 
Education Department and Technical Services are combining into the new Professional 
Development Department.  Recruitment will begin for a new Director.  Accreditation and 
certification programs will now be housed in a new Credentialing Department.  America 2050, a 
national initiative to plan for future growth, will include a significant focus on infrastructure.  APWA 
is concerned about the lack of a public works representative on FEMA’s national advisory council. 
 

5. Legislative Update 
None. 

 
6. Education Report 



Kathy reported that the new education calendar is out.  Speakers will be needed for the upcoming 
sustainability webcast series.  An RFP is being developed for stormwater management workshop 
written materials.  There will be an update to the fleet workshop written materials, along with the 
development of a new study guide.  The Education Committee will meet in January in Kansas 
City to work on Click, Listen & Learn topics for next year.  These are always determined ahead of 
the annual budget planning cycle that begins in the spring.  Kathy will forward a copy of the 
education calendar to everyone. 
 

7. Annual Report 2007-2008 
The annual report was reviewed. 

 
8. Guaranteed Educational Sessions for Congress 2009 

a. top 10 ADA mistakes in facilities – Michele  
b. artificial turf fields – Harry  
c. getting LEED for existing buildings (with a speaker from the Green Building Alliance) 
d. building security, cameras in public areas, public access  
e. Energy Star rating (with a speaker from Energy Star) 
Items c and e will be combined into one session.  Energy Star is part of the first step in the LEED 
process.  David will start looking for speakers from both agencies.  Venu will share some links 
with potential contacts.  Item d will be dropped. 
 

9. Noel Thompson thanked the members for their commitment to serve.  He is urging committees to 
look into forming subcommittees to accomplish tasks and get more members involved. 

 
10. Articles for April 2009 issue of the Reporter 

a. pests in urban forestry, preventive steps and control measures – George  
b. low cost signature plantings in boulevards – Venu  
c. native species in landscaping – David 
d. shared salt storage facility – Al  
e. energy grants – David  
f. FEMA debris program – Harry  
g. construction waste reduction and using local materials  
h. role of facilities in emergency management 
i. implementing an EMS program 
Brad will provide an article on spray parks.  The last three items will be dropped. 

 
11. Larry thanked the members for their service. 
 
12. Roster and Contact Information 

Contact information will be corrected for Brad and Michele. 
 
13. Expectations of Committee Members 

The list of committee member responsibilities was reviewed. 
 
14. PowerPoint Presentation for Chapters 

The list of committee members will be removed.  Lists are no longer being included to reduce the 
number of updates.  
 

15. Quarterly reports for the House of Delegates 
Reports are prepared by staff and provided to the House of Delegates, as well as the Board.  
Future quarterly reports will be shared with Committee members to provide information on the 
activities of other Technical Committees. 

 
16. Assignments for the annual review of the Facilities & Grounds Position papers 

a. Energy Conservation for Public Facilities –David  
b. Hazardous Materials and Asbestos Management in Public Facilities –David  
c. Indoor Air Quality –Brad  



d. Mobility and Access For People with Disabilities (Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990) – 
Michele  

e. Quality Management of Public Facilities and Assets –Al  
f. Quality Management of the Urban Forest –George  
g. Vulnerability and Security of Public Buildings –Harry  
There are two types of position papers.  Guidance papers are directed to members and may 
highlight best practices.  Advocacy papers are directed to legislators and may address specific 
bills.  All Facilities & Grounds position papers are guidance papers.  Each paper must be 
reviewed annually to make sure it is up to date.  Papers can also be removed or added.  The 
Committee will need to approve all papers by the February meeting.  GAC will meet in March.  
The Committee discussed adding an advocacy paper regarding funding for facility security and 
funding for carbon dioxide emission reduction programs for facilities.  Harry distributed a draft 
paper on emergency shelters to be discussed on the next conference call.  It will also be shared 
with the Emergency Management Committee for comment. 
 

17. 2008-2009 Business Plan 
The Draft Business Plan was approved. 

 
18. The Committee will begin monthly postings to the Operations community on InfoNOW on facilities 

and grounds topics.  The post could be a question, a link to an article, or an example of an 
ordinance, RFP or contract.  A monthly rotation starting with September 2008 was suggested: 
September, March –Harry 
October, April –David 
November, May –Al 
December, June –Michele 
January, July –Brad 
February, August –George 

 
19. Publications 

The Committee would like to invite Connie Hartline to the next conference call to discuss 
publications. 
 

20. Set date for the 2009 Spring Meeting  
March 15, 2009 was proposed.  The date will be confirmed on the next conference call. 
 

21. Monthly conference call schedule and time limit 
The budget includes 10 one-hour conference calls per year with six committee members, one 
staff and the At-Large Director.  The meeting time will remain the same, the first Tuesday of every 
month at 2:30 pm Central.  However, the Committee will combine the September and October 
conference calls into one call on September 30.  Therefore, the Committee’s next meeting will be 
Tuesday, September 30 at 12:30 pm Pacific, 1:30 pm Mountain, 2:30 pm Central, 3:30 pm 
Eastern.  There will not be a meeting in October and the following month the meeting will be 
November 4. 
 

22. New Items 
Harry mentioned the session with Emergency Management scheduled for Wednesday.   
 
Venu was thanked for his outstanding service to the Committee. 

 
23. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 12:57 pm. 
 


