
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

July 1, 2008 
 

Present: Harry Weed, Chair 
  Al Olson, Member 
  Venu Gupta, Member 
  Michele Ohmes, Member 
  Kathy Dotson, Education 
  Colene Vogel, Staff Liaison 
   
Absent: Ken Nerland, At-Large Director  
  David Fain, Member 
  George Gonzalez, Member 
 
 
1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 2:40 pm Central. 
 
2. Review of the June meeting summary 

The June meeting summary was approved with no changes. 
 
3. Education Department Report 

Kathy reported that the department is busy getting ready for Congress and Ashley still needs 
volunteers.  The Congress sessions are set and under control.  There are two CLLs coming up:  urban 
forestry on July 7 and solid waste on July 17.  The new education calendar is almost ready.  It will go 
out at Congress time.  John Ostrowski has been helping to put together a guide for chapters in setting 
up Public Works Institutes.  Hopefully, the guide will be ready in July.  It will go online as soon as it’s 
finished.  It will be available for download along with PowerPoint presentations. 
 

4. 2008 Congress sessions 
a. Employee Care During a Crisis: If you don’t help them, they can’t help you!, Wednesday 9:30-10:45 

– Harry  
b. Roadmap to “Greening” of Existing Facilities, Sunday 8:30-9:45 – David and Venu 
c. Innovative Solutions to Root and Sidewalk Conflicts, Wednesday 8:30-9:20 – George  
d. Restoration of a Registered National Historic Landmark, Monday 10:30-12:00 – Venu  
The sessions and rooms will be provided to everyone with their Congress meeting agenda.  Michele’s 
session will be included.  Colene will make sure that Harry is on the Board agenda to give the 
Committee’s annual report prior to his session on Wednesday morning. 
 

5. 2009 Congress sessions 
a. top 10 ADA mistakes in facilities – Michele  
b. getting LEED for existing buildings (with a speaker from the Green Building Alliance) 
c. building security, cameras in public areas, public access  
d. Energy Star rating (with a speaker from Energy Star) 
e. artificial turf fields – Harry  
Michele is ready to present unless the Committee finds another topic that takes priority.  The topics still 
need to be narrowed down to three.  Sessions will have to be submitted by the end of September. 

 
6. 2009 Reporter articles 

a. pests in urban forestry, preventive steps and control measures – George  
b. low cost signature plantings in boulevards – Venu  
c. construction waste reduction and using local materials  



d. native species in landscaping – David 
e. role of facilities in emergency management 
f. implementing an EMS program 
g. shared salt storage facility – Al  
h. energy grants – David  
i. FEMA debris program – Harry  
Six articles are now committed.  The Committee needs 5-7 articles for the issue.  There is plenty of time 
for changes or additions so the current list is more than adequate for now.  Michele suggested that if 
changes to ADA come up in time, she could put together an article. 

 
7. Ask Ann questions 

Michele will work on a question regarding the ADA changes.  It could include where to comment on 
proposed changes.  If the Reporter schedule runs too far out to keep the question timely, Colene will 
post it to InfoNOW so it isn’t a wasted effort. 
 

8. Emergency shelters guidance paper 
Harry is still working on it. 
 

9. New Items 
Venu reported that the Sustainability Task Force met and is working to set up a framework for a new 
committee.  The Task Force wants sustainability to be a part of everything we do at APWA so they are 
planning a broad based approach. 

 
10. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 3:07 pm. 


