
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

May 6, 2008 
 

Present: Harry Weed, Chair 
  Ken Nerland, At-Large Director  
  Al Olson, Member 
  David Fain, Member 
  Venu Gupta, Member 
  George Gonzalez, Member 
  Kathy Dotson, Education 
  Colene Vogel, Staff Liaison 
   
Absent: Michele Ohmes, Member  
   
 
1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 2:35 pm Central. 
 
2. Review of the April meeting summary 

The April meeting summary was approved with no changes. 
 
3. Board Report 

Ken reported that membership hit a record level with the end of March coming in at almost 29,500 
members.  The first time member campaign is going well and has added over 400 members.  Congress 
registration opened March 3.  Volunteers are needed for Congress, as room monitors, etc.  Four hour 
volunteer shifts are suggested.  Volunteers should contact Ashley.  Noel is wrapping up the nominations 
for next year.  Nominations closed for the open Board positions.  However, there is now a vacancy for 
Transportation.  John Okamoto has resigned from the Board.  He has accepted a position with an 
education association.  Nominations for the vacancy are open until May 15.  The Nominating Committee 
will meet in June.  Fleet certification is doing well.  The last exam was at Snow Conference and there is 
another coming up in June at the Government Fleet Expo.  The first inspection certification exams will 
be in October. 
 

4. Education Department Report 
Kathy reported that the Climate Change Symposium was well received.  The handouts are available 
online.  At the end of the second day, Noel led a discussion on a possible new APWA position 
statement regarding climate change.  There are 41 registered for the public fleet management workshop 
coming up in Canada.  There are still a few Click, Listen & Learns left for the year.  Leadership is next 
week, followed by green buildings on May 29, fleet replacement on June 12, and stormwater on June 
26.  The list of topics for 2009 will be sent to the Technical Committees soon. 
 

5. Ken reported that Government Affairs met in April in DC.  Some non-GAC members were included in 
the meetings.  There were speakers including lobbyists, former congressional staff and Representative 
Oberstar who has been an advocate of infrastructure funding. 

 
6. 2008 Congress sessions 

a. Employee Care During a Crisis: If you don’t help them, they can’t help you! – Harry 
b. Roadmap to “Greening of Existing Facilities” – David and Venu 
c. Innovative solutions to root and sidewalk conflicts – George 
All sessions are on track. 
 

7. 2009 Congress sessions 



a. top 10 ADA mistakes in facilities 
b. getting LEED for existing buildings (with a speaker from the Green Building Alliance) 
c. building security, cameras in public areas, public access  
d. Energy Star rating (with a speaker from Energy Star) 
A list of the top choices so far, was provided.  Changes can still be made.  The list is heavy on facility 
topics.  Harry would like to do something on artificial turf fields.  There is some controversy on the 
potential health hazards of heat-induced gas emissions from rubber particles.  The session could 
discuss the pros and cons of artificial turf. 

 
8. 2009 Reporter articles 

a. pests in urban forestry, preventive steps and control measures 
b. low cost signature plantings in boulevards  
c. construction waste reduction and using local materials  
d. native species in landscaping  
e. role of facilities in emergency management 
f. pests in urban forestry, preventive steps and control measures  
g. implementing an EMS program 
Al will put together an article on a multi-community joint salt storage facility planned in his area.  David 
will look into the native species and landscaping topic, as well as energy grants.  Venu will provide an 
article on low cost signature plantings.  Harry suggested something on the FEMA debris program.  Al 
mentioned that someone from his staff calculated in real dollars, the public relations value of having 
their community featured in a Reporter article and came up with a large figure. 

 
9. Ask Ann questions 

Harry is sending some ideas to Ann.  Any others can be sent to Colene. 
 

10. Emergency shelters guidance paper 
Harry will have it before Congress. 
 

11. New Items 
Committee members will try to sign up for volunteer shifts as moderators during Congress. 
 
The next call is June 3. 

 
12. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 3:05 pm. 


