
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

April 1, 2008 
 

Present: Harry Weed, Chair 
  Ken Nerland, At-Large Director  
  Al Olson, Member 
  David Fain, Member 
  Venu Gupta, Member 
  Dan Cady, Education Committee Liaison 
  Colene Vogel, Staff Liaison 
   
Absent: George Gonzalez, Member 
  Michele Ohmes, Member  
   
 
1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 2:38 pm Central. 
 
2. Review of the March meeting summary 

The March meeting summary was approved with no changes. 
 
3. Board Report 

Ken reported that Congress registration is open and that Noel will be making appointment 
announcements soon.  There will be another online mentoring session on April 24.  These are free for 
members.  GAC will meet April 22-23 in DC.  Some non-GAC members will also be participating this 
year. 
 

4. Education Department Report 
Dan reported that there are a lot of education programs during April and May.  April 7-11 is National 
Work Zone Awareness.  There is a Click, Listen & Learn on work zone safety on April 3.  The Climate 
Change Symposium is coming up.  Snow Conference is April 13-16.  There is a CLL on innovative 
funding on April 17.  There is a fleet workshop in Ontario in May and a CLL on developing leaders.  The 
LEED CLL is May 29.  Registration tends to be about 9 to 10 people per site but the number of sites 
varies greatly for CLLs.  The Chapter Resource Guide will be online by June 1.  The Masters program in 
public works through Upper Iowa University, an online program, will be ready soon.  CLL topics were 
discussed by the Education Committee and brought back to the Technical Committees.  Dan put 
forward the series on greening facilities.  Ken said that it was very helpful having Karen at the Spring 
Meeting in Kansas City. 
 

5. 2008 Congress sessions 
a. Employee Care During a Crisis: If you don’t help them, they can’t help you! – Harry 
b. Roadmap to “Greening of Existing Facilities” – David and Venu 
c. Innovative solutions to root and sidewalk conflicts – George 
There were no changes. 
 

6. 2009 Congress sessions 
There were seven topics identified.  These need to be narrowed down to three.  Everyone should pick 
their top choices.  The list will be sent again with today’s meeting summary.  David may have a speaker 
and so may add a topic. 

 
7. 2009 Reporter articles 

There were 14 topics identified.  Everyone should send their top choices. 



 
8. Ask Ann questions 

Harry has a couple of ideas to send to Ann. 
 

9. Draft business plan for 2008-2009 
One more item was added to the draft.  Changes can still be made.  The draft must be finalized on the 
July call so it can be approved at the Congress meeting in August. 

 
10. Emergency shelters guidance paper 

Harry is sending it. 
 

11. Congress meeting time 
It looks like Tuesday from 10 to 1 will work for everyone. 

 
12. New Items 

Dan said that he attended a state planning and zoning conference and heard a presentation from the 
groundwater foundation.  He has sent everyone the link.  City park managers are being encouraged to 
apply for their award for environmental practices.  Dan will post a link on InfoNOW. 
 
Ken announced that Harry has been chosen as one of this year’s Top 10 Leaders.  He will receive the 
award at Congress. 
 
The next call is May 6. 

 
13. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 3:01 pm. 


