
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

February 5, 2008 
 

Present: Harry Weed, Chair 
  Michele Ohmes, Member 
  Al Olson, Member 
  David Fain, Member 
  Venu Gupta, Member 
  Dan Cady, Education Committee Liaison 
  Kathy Dotson, Education Department 
  Colene Vogel, Staff Liaison 
   
Absent: George Gonzalez, Member 
  Ken Nerland, At-Large Director  
   
 
1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 2:36 pm Central. 
 
2. Review of the January meeting summary 

The January meeting summary was approved with no changes. 
 
3. Board Report 

None. 
 

4. Education Department Report 
Dan reported that the education budget for 2009 must be submitted by February 21 so suggestions are 
needed before then.  The Education Committee met on January 28.  Dan will attend this Committee’s 
Spring Meeting.  The Public Works Institutes will be evaluated every four years.  An Education 
Committee website is coming soon.  It will include meeting minutes.  The Construction Inspection 
course is being reviewed.  During the Click, Listen & Learn topic brainstorming, Dan pushed the idea of 
green retrofitting for facilities and suggested it as a series. 
 

5. 2008 Congress sessions 
a. Employee Care During a Crisis: If you don’t help them, they can’t help you! – Harry 
b. Roadmap to “Greening of Existing Facilities” – David and Venu 
c. Innovative solutions to root and sidewalk conflicts – George 
All sessions are on track.  There is another session being put on jointly with the Public Works Historical 
Society. 

 
6. 2008 Reporter articles 

a. Demolition of buildings – David 
b. Using work orders software and convincing councils of the need – Venu 
c. Green roofs – Michele 
d. Lease-purchase on design-build of new facility as a financing option – Al 
e. BMPs for perimeter security using green infrastructure – Michele  
f. Building air quality (mold) – Harry 
g. ADA refresher – Michele  
h. Urban forestry grant project – George 
i. Miracle Field – David 
Items f, g, h, and i are complete.  The others are on track. 

 



7. Publications 
The Committee had placed a call for essays on InfoNOW with no results.  A collection of essays on 
environmental issues or security issues were both discussed.  A survey has been suggested on security 
issues.  Publications will be discussed at the Spring Meeting. 
 

8. Ask Ann questions 
The “Ask Ann” column appears in the back of each Reporter.  The Committee should supply the 
question and the answer.  The topic could be something timely like a deadline for applications 
approaching or a new resource that is available.  The topic could also be a particular project or just 
where to find information.  One question could be about how to get LEED certified. 
 

9. Position papers review 
All of the papers are covered.  Reviewers should respond to Colene on whether or not their paper(s) 
needs changes prior to the Spring Meeting so that revised papers can be printed for distribution.  The 
Committee will formally approve each paper at the Spring Meeting. 
 

10. Emergency shelters guidance paper 
Harry will forward it soon. 
 

11. New Items 
A past investigation of the certification program for facilities managers offered by IFMA was discussed.  
The past issue revolved around whether or not that program had a component for public facilities 
managers.  Venu will investigate and report back.  This topic will be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
Julia sent out information on the sustainable sites initiative. 
 
Ann sent two chapters for the Committee’s review.  Everyone should look them over and they will be 
discussed at the Spring Meeting. 
 
Hotel forms and travel arrangements have been sent. 
 
Nominations are due March 3. 
 
Dan mentioned that the new Masters in Public Works online program is coming soon. 

 
12. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 3:07 pm. 


