
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

November 4, 2008 
 

Present: Harry Weed, Chair 
  Ken Nerland, At-Large Director 
  Brad Underwood, Member 
  David Fain, Member 
  Al Olson, Member 
  Kathy Dotson, Education 
  Colene Roberts, Staff Liaison 
   
Absent: George Gonzalez, Member  
  Michele Ohmes, Member  
 
 
1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 2:33 pm Central. 
 
2. Review of the September meeting summary 

The September meeting summary was approved. 
 
3. Board Report 

Ken reported that membership is at 29,609.  The first time member campaign has added 1,313 
members.  The Board will have a retreat Nov. 7-9 in Chicago.  They will discuss long term issues, 
strategic planning and receive reports from the Sustainability Task Force and on America 2050.  
Applications for the Jennings Randolph Fellowship are being accepted until Nov. 14.  Nominations for 
the awards program are available online now.  Snow Conference is Apr. 26-29 in Des Moines, IA.  
Registration will start in December.  The Chapter Leaders Training workshop will be Feb. 26-28 in 
Kansas City.  Registration starts soon.  There is a Chapter Leaders webinar on state and local advocacy 
on Nov. 20.  New webpages have been launched for students and young professionals.  A chapter 
survey is being conducted. 

 
4. Education Report 

Kathy reported that there are 3 CLLs coming up:  ethics on Nov. 13, bridge maintenance on Dec. 4, and 
NPDES good housekeeping on Dec. 18.  The recent CLL on porous pavement had the most sites of 
any non-free CLL to date.  The web-based training series on sustainability began last week.  The 
Education Committee will be gathering CLL topics for next year soon.  They meet at the end of January.  
Topics will be discussed next month.  Colene will send a list of topics from the brainstorming session at 
the last Spring Meeting.  There is a Construction Inspection Workshop in Philadelphia Nov. 18-20.  
Registration is low, so far.  The Masters program at Norwich is moving forward.  They are developing 
the coursework. 
 

5. 2009 Congress sessions 
a. top 10 ADA mistakes in facilities – Michele  
b. artificial turf fields – Harry  
c. LEED and Energy Star – David 
Harry is pulling together his session and making contacts with potential speakers.  David is all set. 

 
6. 2009 Reporter articles 

a. pests in urban forestry, preventive steps and control measures – George  
b. low cost signature plantings in boulevards – Venu  
c. native species in landscaping – David 



d. shared salt storage facility – Al  
e. energy grants – David  
f. FEMA debris program – Harry  
g. spray parks – Brad  
Harry will contact Venu about his article.  Both of David’s articles are on track.  Al’s article is also on 
track; construction has started.  Harry’s article is coming together.  Brad’s article is also coming 
together. 
 

7. Emergency Management Committee article on invasive species 
The deadline for their issue is Nov. 15 but since the article is being done as case studies, anyone with a 
potential contact should still forward the name. 

 
8. Emergency shelters guidance paper 

Anyone with comments on the Emergency Management Committee’s suggestions should send them to 
Colene.  Brad had a staff member take a look and will forward the comments. 

 
9. InfoNOW postings 

September, March –Harry 
October, April –David 
November, May –Al 
December, June –Michele 
January, July –Brad 
February, August –George 

 September and October were not completed.  Al will post something for November. 
 
10. New Items 

The APWA-ACEC Steering Committee has included a couple of items of interest in their work plan for 
this year.  They would like to develop standards for facilities life for all types of public works facilities and 
structures.  They may come to the Committee for assistance.  They are also planning a green scorecard 
for sustainability related to consultant work. 
 
Harry received an email from a Chapter interested in creating a liaison with all of the Technical 
Committees.  This could provide a potential pool for subcommittee members or just a resource group for 
gathering topic ideas or speaker suggestions. 

 
11. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 2:53 pm. 


