
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

January 8, 2008 
 

Present: Harry Weed, Chair 
  Ken Nerland, At-Large Director 
  Al Olson, Member 
  David Fain, Member 
  Venu Gupta, Member 
  Dan Cady, Education Committee Liaison 
  Colene Vogel, Staff Liaison 
   
Absent: George Gonzalez, Member 
  Michele Ohmes, Member  
   
 
1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 2:40 pm Central. 
 
2. Review of the December meeting summary 

The December meeting summary was approved with no changes. 
 
3. Board Report 

Ken reported that membership was at 29,126 at the end of December.  In March, there is a membership 
summit scheduled for chapter leaders in Denver.  Appointments are open online.  Venu is at the end of 
his last term.  Following the flooding in Oregon and Washington, Larry Frevert sent a letter to cities 
offering support.  APWA member Mary Anderson will represent us at an emergency management 
planning meeting in DC.  The Government Affairs Committee meeting is coming up.  There are 3 more 
accredited agencies.  The CPFP exam in Oakland is on February 23, followed by exams at Snow 
Conference and Congress.  The CPII exam will take place in Los Angeles and Kansas City in March 
and in Orlando in October.  The Stormwater Manager Certification is currently in Phase II of 
development.  It will be ready to launch at Congress.  The Climate Change Symposium is in April in 
Tempe, AZ. 
 

4. Education Committee Report 
Dan reported that education topics for the next fiscal year may be submitted to him for the January 
meeting of the Education Committee.  Larry Frevert is forming a committee to evaluate the institutes.  
An education brochure is going out this month.  Ken mentioned that the association is pursuing green 
initiatives and more information will be coming.  Venu asked if there was a committee working on the 
green efforts for Congress.  Ken responded that green efforts will extend to all events but things are still 
in the planning stages.  Colene answered that the Solid Waste Management Committee has provided 
some assistance to staff regarding Congress but a staff committee has been suggested to address 
association wide initiatives.  Dan said that he has suggested Education Summits be held very 2 to 3 
years with a possible Summit in 2009. 
 

5. 2008 Congress sessions 
a. Employee Care During a Crisis: If you don’t help them, they can’t help you! – Harry 
b. Roadmap to “Greening of Existing Facilities” – David and Venu 
c. Innovative solutions to root and sidewalk conflicts – George 
Items a and b are on track. 

 
6. 2008 Reporter articles 

a. Demolition of buildings – David 



b. Using work orders software and convincing councils of the need – Venu 
c. Green roofs – Michele 
d. Lease-purchase on design-build of new facility as a financing option – Al 
e. BMPs for perimeter security using green infrastructure – Michele  
f. Building air quality (mold) – Harry 
g. ADA refresher – Michele  
h. Urban forestry grant project – George 
i. Miracle Field – David 
Items a, b, d, and f are on track.  Item i is complete.  A draft is complete for item h. 

 
7. Urban Forestry grant project 

The Urban Forestry grant project wraps up at the end of the month.  There will be a presentation at the 
Forest Service in DC on the 23rd.  A second grant application has been suggested.  The second project 
could focus on emergency response in urban forestry.  The grants require a 50% match so association 
funds are expended.  Efficiency in disseminating information is important. 
 

8. Click, Listen & Learn topics 
Ashley needs topics by January 15.  Some ideas from the Spring Meeting last year were emailed out.  
Other topics could include riverwalks or rails to trails projects.  Energy efficiency in facilities is a good 
topic.  A session could include HVAC and lighting (interior and exterior), as well as the control systems 
for both.  Water conservation could also be addressed.  A series of sessions on conservation topics in 
facilities and grounds was suggested.  CLLs can be more technical topics as facility managers are more 
likely attendees than the public works directors at Congress sessions, for example.  Another suggestion 
was nuisance pests, such as geese. 
 

9. Position papers review 
Harry will check his Congress meeting notes.  Papers must be formally approved at the Spring Meeting.  
Papers will be sent to reviewers shortly. 
 

10. Emergency shelters guidance paper 
Harry is making final changes. 
 

11. New Items 
Venu mentioned that his City Hall complex has been awarded an Energy Star plaque.  He received 
assistance from other facility managers and would like to share his work on the project with others by 
preparing an article on the process of achieving Energy Star and their next steps toward LEED. 

 
12. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 3:17 pm. 


