
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

April 3, 2007 
 

Present: Venu Gupta, Chair  
  Ken Nerland, At-Large Director 
  Al Olson, Member 
  Harry Weed, Member 
  George Gonzalez, Member 
  Dan Cady, Education Committee Liaison 
  Colene Vogel, Staff Liaison 
 
Absent:  Michele Ohmes, Member  
  David Fain, Member 
 
 
 
1. Call to Order 

Venu called the meeting to order at 2:36 pm Central. 
 
2. Review of the March meeting summary 

The March meeting summary was approved with no changes. 
 
3. Board Report 

Ken reported that membership was at 28,615 at the end of March.  There will be a Chapter Leaders 
web conference April 20 on chapter websites.  PACE award nominations are due June 1.  There will be 
a web-based training on construction inspection this month.  The call for presentations for Snow 
Conference 2008 is open.  The Task Force working on the education and certification blueprint met on 
March 8 and will meet again May 10-11.  There is a new advocacy webpage. 
 

4. 2007 Congress sessions 
a. Money CAN Grow on Trees -- Utilizing Software to Manage the Urban Forest Effectively 9/10/2007 10:30 AM-

12:00 PM Dana Karcher (correction: Scott Maco) 
b. Lower Operating Costs AND Healthier Buildings! 9/10/2007 10:30 AM-12:00 PM Venu Gupta, P.E. 
c. Protecting Your Landscape Investment 9/10/2007 4:00 PM-4:50 PM Scott O'Donnell (correction: Kevin) 
George will contact the Education Department about updating the speaker information for his session.  
Venu is still looking for a new speaker for his session.  Colene will check with Education on correcting 
the speaker’s name on the landscape session. 

 
5. 2008 Congress sessions 

a. Green roofs 
b. Shelters in disasters for staff and families 
c. Retrofitting older facilities to make them greener 
d. ADA refresher 
e. Trees as infrastructure 
The Water Resources Committee is also interested in green roofs and trees as infrastructure.  Colene 
will prepare and distribute a form for members to rank their top choices for sessions. 

 
6. 2008 Reporter articles 

a. Water conservation/rationing/reuse – David 
b. Using work orders software and convincing councils of the need – Venu 
c. Green roofs 
d. Lease-purchase on design-build of new facility as a financing option – Al 



e. BMPs for perimeter security using green infrastructure 
f. Building air quality (mold) – Harry 
g. ADA refresher 
h. Trees as infrastructure – George 
No changes at this time.  The list will be narrowed down after Congress sessions are selected. 

 
7. Publications 

a. Facilities Security Checklist 
b. Collection of Essays 
The Checklist is in progress.  The Committee will discuss a possible theme for the essays at the next 
meeting. 
 

8. List of Facilities & Grounds related associations 
Committee members will share their lists prior to the next meeting. 
  

9. Grant opportunities 
Grant opportunities will be included in the electronic newsletters posted to infoNOW.  While some grants 
come from federal agencies like the U.S. Forest Service, most grant funds come from states.  State 
grant opportunities will only be of interest to members in those states but could be included.  Committee 
members will forward any grant opportunities to Colene. 
 

10. New Items 
Dan reported on the Education Summit in Denver.  It was well attended.  Approximately 60 people were 
there.  Forty-four chapters were represented.  There were 10 from LTAP, one from a tribe, 7 Canadians, 
and 2 from the Certification Task Force.  Bill Verkest, Larry Frevert and Peter King were all in 
attendance.  The survey that went out to 8,500 members had a 30% response rate.  Summaries on the 
survey and the summit are coming from the consultant.  One survey result revealed that 39% of 
members have never heard of LTAP. 
 
George reported that with Megan Zadecky leaving APWA, the Urban Forestry Grant Project has been 
assigned to Colene.  The project will produce a “primer” on urban forestry management for Public Works 
managers.  Model urban forestry programs will be identified in the project.  The components of model 
programs that have been identified will be shared with the Committee so members can suggest any 
good municipal programs that they are aware of to George or Colene.  Suggestions are needed before 
May 1. 
 
Al asked about Technical Committee Chairs presenting at the House of Delegates meeting.  Ken 
reported that presentations had been made every year until they were stopped at the request of the 
House of Delegates. 

 
11. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 3:27 pm. 


