
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

December 4, 2007 
 

Present: Harry Weed, Chair 
  Ken Nerland, At-Large Director 
  Al Olson, Member 
  Venu Gupta, Member 
  Colene Vogel, Staff Liaison 
  Becky Stein, Certification 
 
Absent: David Fain, Member 
  George Gonzalez, Member 
  Michele Ohmes, Member  
   
 
1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 2:35 pm Central. 
 
2. Review of the November meeting summary 

The November meeting summary was approved with no changes. 
 
3. Board Report 

Ken reported that membership is still over 29,000.  There will be a membership summit in Denver in 
March for chapter leaders.  There will be volunteer opportunities at Congress on the Friday and 
Saturday prior.  Nominations opened yesterday, Dec. 3, online.  There will be a webinar for chapter 
treasurers in January.  The Certified Public Fleet Professional program has nine new graduates.  There 
will be another exam in February in Oakland, followed by exams at Snow Conference and Congress.  
Public Infrastructure Inspector exams are coming up also.  The Certification Commission approved 
Phase II of the Stormwater Manager Certification program.  The Climate Change Symposium will be 
April 9-10 in Tempe, AZ.  There are 18 Click, Listen and Learns and 6 live workshops scheduled.  Snow 
Conference will be April 13-16 in Louisville.  GAC meets in April in DC.  Venu asked about proctored 
exams for fleet but Becky answered that that is not available. 
 

4. PGMS Certification 
Becky reported that the Certification Commission was given the Committee’s recommendation to 
continue the endorsement of the PGMS CGM program for another year.  The Commission has asked if 
APWA should be looking at another grounds manager certification program from an association such as 
NRPA instead.  The question will be forwarded to all Committee members with the information on other 
programs from association websites.  Al will share information on NRPA.  He is a past member and has 
other city staff who are current members. 

 
5. Spring Meeting 

Saturday, March 15 has been confirmed as the date for the Spring Meeting. 
 
6. 2008 Congress sessions 

a. Employee Care During a Crisis: If you don’t help them, they can’t help you! – Harry 
b. Roadmap to “Greening of Existing Facilities” – David and Venu 
c. Innovative solutions to root and sidewalk conflicts – George 
There are no issues or changes. 

 
7. 2008 Reporter articles 

a. Demolition of buildings – David 



b. Using work orders software and convincing councils of the need – Venu 
c. Green roofs – Michele 
d. Lease-purchase on design-build of new facility as a financing option – Al 
e. BMPs for perimeter security using green infrastructure – Michele  
f. Building air quality (mold) – Harry 
g. ADA refresher – Michele  
h. Urban forestry grant project – George 
i. Miracle Field – David 
Harry, Venu and Al reported that their articles are on track. 

 
8. Urban Forestry grant project 

The Urban Forestry grant project will wrap up at the end of January.  Tasks completed to date include 
the session at Congress, presentations to three chapters, the four booklets, a CD and a Click, Listen & 
Learn.  The final event will be a presentation to federal agency staff in DC in January.  It is still not 
scheduled.  George has suggested applying for funds next year to conduct a Phase II project focusing 
on emergency management for the urban forest.  This item will be discussed on the next call. 
 

9. Emergency shelters guidance paper 
Harry is still working on it. 
 

10. January meeting 
The first Tuesday of January will be January 1.  The meeting will be moved to the same time the 
following week, January 8. 

 
11. New Items 

Nominations are open.  Colene will send an email letting everyone know who has expiring terms.  
Nominations do not close until March 3. 

 
12. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 2:56 pm. 


