
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

January 2, 2007 
 

Present: Venu Gupta, Chair  
  Ken Nerland, At-Large Director 
  Al Olson, Member 
  George Gonzalez, Member  
  David Fain, Member 
  Harry Weed, Member 
  Michele Ohmes, Member 
  Colene Carter, Staff Liaison 
 
Guest:   Larry Frevert, President-Elect 
 
 
1. Call to Order 

Venu called the meeting to order at 2:35 pm Central. 
 
2. Review of the November meeting summary 

The November meeting summary was approved.  
 
3. Director At-Large Report 

Ken reported that membership was at 28,283 at the end of November.  The Never Been A Member 
campaign brought in 1,000 new members.  It was extended to the end of December.  The membership 
video will be available soon.  Dues increased by 3% on January 1.  Work Zone has 150 active postings 
and continues to be a success.  A new InfoNOW community has been introduced: Professional Women 
in Public Works (PWPW).  There was a Board conference call on December 5.  Bylaw amendments are 
being voted on now.  There would be a change to three 2-year terms instead of two 3-year terms for the 
Board.  The Nominating Committee will have one member from each region.  There will be no changes 
to the regions or the Board makeup.  Chapter leaders will meet in Kansas City Feb. 8-10.  The 3-
member Certification Commission has been appointed.  Snow Conference is coming up in St. Paul.  Bill 
Verkest will meet with the new Secretary of Transportation next week. 
 

4. Nominations 
Larry expressed his appreciation for everyone’s service.  Technical Committee members can serve 
three 2-year terms.  Michele, Al and George all have terms expiring in September and all are eligible for 
another term.  This is Venu’s second and last term as Chair so a new Chair will also be needed in 
September.  The call for nominations began December 1.  Nominations can be completed online.  A self 
nomination form is available.  Michele is being nominated by her chapter for the Emergency 
Management Committee.  It is possible to be nominated for multiple committees with preferences listed.  

 
5. CGM Program 

The Certified Grounds Manager (CGM) program has been promoted in the following ways: 
 Created a co-branded application with PGMS & APWA logos 
 Posted information on the APWA Website 
 Exhibited at the APWA Congress in September 
 Presented information on the CGM at several events (House of Delegates, APWA Congress 

Session, several APWA Chapter Conferences) 
 Published an article in Grounds Maintenance 
 Distributed various news releases 
 Emailed APWA members in early November 



There is no budget for marketing the program.  All of the “free” methods are being used.  It is being 
promoted along with the other certification programs. 
 

6. Industry Trends 
Members should gather the latest hot topics in their field and send to Colene for possible inclusion in the 
Reporter. 
 

7. Online Fact Sheets 
Some fact sheets are available on the Committee’s webpage.  These need to be reviewed to ensure 
that they are up to date.  The link will be sent again and members should return their comments. 
 

8. Position Papers 
Position papers were sent to individual reviewers.  No one has returned any changes.  All changes need 
to be submitted before the February meeting in Kansas City so they may be voted on by the Committee 
and sent on to the Board. 
 

9. 2007 Congress sessions 
a. Protecting Your Landscape Investment – Scott O’Donnell (David Fain) 
b. Low Operating Cost – Venu Gupta 
c. Money CAN Grow on Trees Utilizing Software to Manage the Urban Forest Effectively – Scott Maco 

(George Gonzalez) 
All sessions are on track. 

 
10. 2007 Reporter articles (deadline: February 15, 2007) 

a. Public art – Michele Ohmes 
b. Evacuation drills – Harry Weed 
c. SMA Task Force of Urban Foresters identifying damaged trees in disaster areas – George 

Gonzalez 
d. Upgrading recreation facilities – Venu Gupta 
e. Debris management and documentation in disasters – Al Olson 
f. Mutual aid agreements – David Fain 
g. Workplace safety – Harry Weed 
All articles are on track except George’s article.  He is not receiving any response from the author.  
Michele can put together something on corner curb ramps. 

 
11. New Items 

George cannot make the February meeting but could possibly call in.  The meeting is Saturday, 
February 10.  Travel arrangements have gone out.   
 
The nominations deadline is March 1. 
 
Colene will be sending emails with the fact sheets link, position papers reminder, articles guidelines and 
nominations link. 

 
12. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 3:16 pm. 


