
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

August 3, 2006 
 

Present: Venu Gupta, Chair  
  Larry Frevert, Board Liaison 
  Hildo Hernandez, Member  
  Harry Weed, Member 
  Julia Anastasio, Government Affairs 
  Becky Stein, Certification Manager 
  Colene Carter, Staff Liaison 
 
Absent: George Gonzalez, Member 
  Michele Ohmes, Member  
  Clarence Wright, Member  
 
1. Larry reported that registrations and exhibits are slightly behind for this year’s Congress but not 

significantly, nothing that will impact the budget.  The host committee is doing very well.  The President-
Elect will be meeting with incoming committee chairs in two weeks in Kansas City.  Orientation of new 
Board members will also take place in two weeks.  Voting is still open online. 

 
2. Venu called the meeting to order at 3:15 pm Central. 
 
3. The summary of the June meeting was approved.  
 
4. Julia mentioned Megan’s report on the new urban forestry grant project at last month’s meeting.  Julia 

has been assigned to the new Sustainable Urban Forests Coalition.  It’s a coalition of organizations with 
members active in urban forestry.  The group recently launched a new website.  The Committee will be 
provided with the link.  The Coalition also recently requested letters of support for an appropriations bill 
for the urban and community forestry grant program in the USDA. The Senate version appropriates 
$30.25 million. October is National NeighborWoods Month.  An announcement was put on infoNOW.  
Regarding the NUCFAC grant, Megan will be putting out a call for volunteers to serve on an advisory 
committee.  The USDA is accepting proposals for next year’s grant round. 

 
5. One of the three guaranteed sessions at next year’s Congress will be reserved for a presentation from 

PGMS.  Committee members will be polled on the other two sessions. 
 
6. Workplace safety would be a good article for next year.  Venu will take on the topic of upgrading 

recreation facilities.  Harry and Hildo will work on an article on evacuation drills. 
 
7. The schedule for Click, Listen and Learn is set through September 2007.  Colene will take any topic or 

speaker suggestions for next year to the Education Department. 
 
8. Hildo made one change to the second goal in the business plan.  He also suggested adding more detail 

to strategy 3.1, such as a project with IFMA.  He suggested adding sustaining the certification program 
and exploring other member benefits with PGMS to strategy 3.2. 

 
9. Becky reported that the CGM program will be launched at Congress along with the new fleet manager 

certification program.  The promotional tag line is “Take Me to the Next Level.”  There will be a booth 
and various promotions.  Currently, materials are being updated with PGMS to include APWA.  Hildo will 
be reviewing APWA members going through certification. 

 
10. The meeting adjourned at 4:01 pm. 


