
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

February 9, 2006 
 

Present: Venu Gupta, Chair  
  Larry Frevert, Board Liaison 
  Clarence Wright, Member 
  Michele Ohmes, Member 
  George Gonzalez, Member 
  Harry Weed, Member 
  Colene Carter, Staff Liaison 
 
Guest:  Joe Payne, City of Springfield, MO 
 
Absent: Hildo Hernandez, Member 
 
1. Venu called the meeting to order at 10:07 am Central. 
 
2. The January meeting summary was approved.  
 
3. Larry informed the Committee of the death of Board Member Jack Pittis last Friday.  He will be greatly 

missed.  A new regional director will have to be named.  The Board met last weekend.  Karen 
Bloodworth gave a status report on the new certification programs.  Fleet Manager exams will begin at 
Congress.  The CGM program was approved and negotiations with PGMS are finishing up.   Karen is 
leaving APWA.  She is going to the Rocky Mountain Fleet Management Association.  The Katrina fund 
is approximately $70,000.  The Finance Committee recommended donating the money to Habitat for 
Humanity to be used in the three affected states.  The vote was not unanimous but it was approved.  
Kansas City Metro Chapter will have a Habitat for Humanity activity on Saturday at Congress.  The 
Executive Committee visited the Gulf area in January.  Lots of pictures were taken and those will be 
shared.  Strategic initiatives for budgeting were also discussed at the meeting.  Second quarter finances 
were reviewed.  The Snow Conference will have heavy equipment on the floor again next year in St. 
Paul. 

 
4. Venu introduced Joe Payne from the Public Grounds Section of the Public Works Department in 

Springfield, MO.  Venu has also spoken with Ken Cooper about joining a subcommittee.  Potential 
subcommittee topics:  What information, tools or resources would members like to have or know about 
Facilities and Grounds that can be provided by APWA? (Venu)  What strategies and technologies would 
produce truly sustainable and highly energy efficient facilities? (Venu)  The importance of Public Works 
being a first responder and coordinating with Police and Fire. (Harry)  Total lifecycle of facilities, 
including design, construction, maintenance, reuse, and demolition; and the shortening of useful life of 
buildings. (Clarence)  Collaborating with the International Society of Arboriculture on certification or the 
Society of Municipal Arborists on accreditation. (George)  Ordinance changes to prevent the destruction 
of sidewalks by tree roots and the proper repair and maintenance of existing problems. (Michele)  S 
refresher on GASB 34 for small cities just now being affected and the inclusion of street trees as assets 
under the modified approach. (Joe) 

 
5. Venu added a paragraph about funding to the Vulnerability and Security of Public Buildings position 

paper.  The Committee will give final approval to all of the position papers at the Combined Meeting. 
 
6. Technical Services met with Connie last month to discuss publications.  The need for a publication on 

urban forestry was identified.  The suggestion was for an introduction to urban forestry for the public 
works director or urban forestry primer.  The Committee is interested in pursuing and will discuss with 
Connie at the Combined Meeting. 



 
7. Everyone is working on their articles and on schedule to complete by Feb. 15. 

a. Inspection Tools For ADA Compliant Curb Ramps – Michele – in progress 
b. Should you defer needed maintenance and repairs to buildings and equipment when they are 

beyond their life cycle? – Clarence – in progress 
c. Intergovernmental Cooperative Initiatives – Harry – in progress 
d. Is LIFE CYCLE COST COMMITMENT a fantasy or doable reality during tight budget years? – Venu – 

in progress 
e. Building a champion facilities team – Hildo – in progress 
f. Workplace Safety – George – complete and submitted 
g. Forestry – George – complete and submitted 
George has submitted two other articles as well. 
 

8. The Committee will have a conference call in March and meet in Kansas City on March 31.  There will 
be no conference call in April. 

 
Nominations for committees are still open. 
 
Although the IFMA partnership has been dissolved, Venu will discuss potential joint projects with IFMA’s 
Director, David Brady and report back at the Combined Meeting.  Collaboration with the International 
Society of Arboriculture or the Society of Municipal Arborists will also be added to the Combined 
Meeting agenda. 

 
9. The meeting adjourned at 11:08 am. 


