
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

November 7, 2006 
 

Present: Venu Gupta, Chair  
  Ken Nerland, At-Large Director 
  Al Olson, Member 
  George Gonzalez, Member  
  David Fain, Member 
  Harry Weed, Member 
  Colene Carter, Staff Liaison 
 
Absent: Michele Ohmes, Member  
 
 
1. Call to Order 

Venu called the meeting to order at 2:35 pm Central. 
 
2. Review of the October meeting summary 

The October meeting summary was approved.  
 
3. Director At-Large Report 

Ken reported that there is a lot of enthusiasm for the urban forestry project that was awarded.  It is an 
18-month project that began July 1.  Work Zone is the new online job listing for APWA.  There are 
currently more than 130 jobs listed.  Revenue from Work Zone is higher than expected.  Membership is 
steady, with retention at 88%.  The new member program continues to do well.  Dues are expected to 
increase by 3% on January 1, 2007.  Exhibit sales and registrations were up at Congress compared to 
the previous year.  Snow Conference is coming up in April with 450 registrations expected.  The chapter 
leadership meetings will be held in Kansas City on February 8, 9 and 10, 2007.  There were 3 Click, 
Listen and Learns in the last quarter.  The 3-member Certification Commission has been appointed.  
Larry Frevert will serve as Board Liaison to the Commission.  Three applications for Fleet Manager 
Certification have been received so far.  There have been none for PGMS certification yet.  There are 
now 38 accredited agencies.  The advocacy section of the website is being redesigned.  A promotional 
mailing for the certification programs will go out in December.  Colene will get a report on what other 
promotions have been done or are planned.  Hildo is still the representative appointed to the PGMS 
partnership.   
 

4. Spring Meeting in Kansas City on Saturday, February 10, 2007 
George cannot attend the Spring Meeting.  Travel arrangements will go out closer to the date. 

 
5. 2007 Congress sessions 

a. Protecting Your Landscape Investment – Scott O’Donnell (David Fain) 
b. Low Operating Cost – Venu Gupta 
c. Money CAN Grow on Trees Utilizing Software to Manage the Urban Forest Effectively – Dana 

Karcher (George Gonzalez) 
George has had to change speakers.  Changes can still be made with the Education Department. 

 
6. 2007 Reporter articles (deadline: February 15, 2007) 

a. Public art – Michele Ohmes 
b. Evacuation drills – Harry Weed 
c. SMA Task Force of Urban Foresters identifying damaged trees in disaster areas – George 
Gonzalez 
d. Upgrading recreation facilities – Venu Gupta 



e. Debris management and documentation in disasters and mutual aid agreements – Al Olson and 
David Fain 
f. Workplace safety – Harry Weed 
There were no changes to the articles list. 

 
7. Inclusion of Urban Forestry in Committee title 

This has been discussed a couple of times in recent years.  For now, no change will be sought. 
 
8. New Items 

For the next meeting, Venu would like discuss trends in facility design, grounds management, etc.  Each 
member should try to bring three industry trends that may affect the future.  Position papers will also be 
on the next agenda.  They must be reviewed annually.  After last year’s thorough review, few changes 
are expected.  New position papers may be added if the Committee sees a need. 

 
9. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 3:00 pm. 


