
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

October 3, 2006 
 

Present: Venu Gupta, Chair  
  Ken Nerland, At-Large Director 
  Alan Olson, Member 
  Michele Ohmes, Member  
  David Fain, Member 
  Harry Weed, Member 
  Colene Carter, Staff Liaison 
 
Absent: George Gonzalez, Member  
 
 
1. Call to Order 

Venu called the meeting to order at 2:36 pm Central. 
 
2. Venu welcomed new Committee member Alan Olson.  Alan has been with the City of Ankeny, Iowa for 

25 years.  Ankeny is a city of 40,000 and growing, located near Des Moines.  Alan is past president of 
the Iowa chapter. 

 
3. Review of the September meeting summary 

The September meeting summary was approved.  
 
4. Director At-Large Report 

Ken reported on the September Board meeting at Congress.  Membership has passed 28,000.  A pilot 
program has been established for chapters to accept online payments.  Changes were made to the 
event notification deadlines for chapters for insurance proposes.  The budget was approved including 
the NUCFAC grant project and the development of a certification blueprint.  The Board will not add a 
Director.  A current Director will serve as liaison to the Certification Commission.  A three member 
Certification Commission/Task Force will be formed to guide the certification blueprint and coordinate 
with education efforts.  Government Affairs highlighted advocacy priorities. 
 

5. Date of Spring meeting in Kansas City 
The second weekend of February has been suggested for the Committee’s Spring Meeting.  A 
preference for Saturday, February 10 was stated.  The Fleet Committee will also meet that weekend.  
The date will be confirmed at the November meeting. 

 
6. 2007 Congress sessions 

a. Protecting Your Landscape Investment – David 
b. Planning for maintenance costs of new facilities – Venu  
c. iTree, documenting the ecological services of trees – George  
The deadline for submitting sessions has been extended to October 10.  It is important that titles/topics 
are submitted right away.  Speakers may be added later. 

 
7. 2007 Reporter articles 

a. Public art – Michele  
b. Evacuation drills – Harry 
c. SMA Task Force of Urban Foresters identifying damaged trees in disaster areas – George  
d. Upgrading recreation facilities – Venu 
e. Debris management and documentation in disasters and mutual aid agreements – Alan and David 
f. Workplace safety – Harry  



The April issue of the Reporter focuses on Facilities and Grounds.  The Committee should provide 5 to 
7 articles by February 15. 

 
8. Electronic newsletters 

Colene currently compiles a list of “links of interest” that is posted to the Operations community on 
InfoNOW once or twice per quarter.  They are links to online articles related to facilities and grounds.  
Members should subscribe to the Operations community if they are not already.  The next newsletter 
will go out before the end of the week so members should submit any article suggestions as soon as 
possible. 

 
9. Inclusion of Urban Forestry in Committee title 

This item is postponed to the next meeting. 
 
10. PowerPoint Presentation for chapters 

Teresa will be updating the presentations for all of the Technical Committees.  The slides with names of 
committee members will be removed so that presentations are not out of date so quickly.  The 
Committee’s presentation is available online by going to Technical Committees and selecting Facilities 
& Grounds.  Members should submit any corrections or changes necessary. 
 

11. New Items 
Position papers will go out next week.  Revisions are not needed until January. 

 
12. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 3:13 pm. 


