
 
FACILITIES & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
 

January 5, 2006 
 

Present: Venu Gupta, Chair  
  Larry Frevert, Board Liaison 
   Hildo Hernandez, Member 
  Clarence Wright, Member 
  Michele Ohmes, Member 
  George Gonzalez, Member 
  Harry Weed, Member 
  Colene Carter, Staff Liaison 
 
1. Venu called the meeting to order at 3:12 pm Central. 
 
2. The December meeting summary was reviewed and approved.  
 
3. Larry reported that the Board will be meeting in Washington February 5-7.  Their agenda includes: the 

visit to the Gulf coast by the Executive Committee, audit report, Finance Committee report, budget, 
strategic plan, Snow Conference, certification programs, Public Works Institute, priorities for 2007, and a 
day on the Hill.  Larry asked for other items that the Committee felt were needed.  Hildo suggested that 
although Public Works is being recognized as first responders, facilities need to be included, especially 
regarding funding. 

 
4. The Congress Program Review Committee requested another facilities session for Congress on 

facilities access.  Harry has lined up one speaker for the session and Colene has emailed two people in 
the Kansas City area, from smaller organizations, asking them to speak.  Harry will moderate the 
session.  The title, description and speakers are needed by January 20. 

 
5. Venu has contacted Joe Payne and attempted to contact Ken Cooper about joining a subcommittee.  

The Committee needs to come up with subject areas or hot topics for the subcommittee(s).  Larry 
suggested checking infoNOW.  Each member should come up with one subject area for the next 
meeting. 

 
6. Venu will go back over the “Vulnerability” position statement to see if he can add something about 

facilities as first responders. 
 
7. The Emergency Management Committee has dropped plans for the publication including a chapter from 

each Technical Committee.  Venu will finish the work he started on the chapter and it can be kept on file 
for another use by the Committee in the future. 

 
8. 2006 Reporter articles due Feb. 15. 

a. Inspection Tools For ADA Compliant Curb Ramps – Michele – in progress 
b. Should you defer needed maintenance and repairs to buildings and equipment when they are 

beyond their life cycle? – Clarence – in progress 
c. Intergovernmental Cooperative Initiatives – Harry 
d. Is LIFE CYCLE COST COMMITMENT a fantasy or doable reality during tight budget years? – Venu – 

in progress 
e. Building a champion facilities team – Hildo – in progress 
f. Workplace Safety – George – complete  
g. Forestry – George – complete  



George has other articles completed too.  He will share them so they can be used now or in future 
issues. 
 

9. Education topics are needed for the Combined Meeting.  A list of topics is needed from each Technical 
Committee by March 15.  Any areas that the Committee feels the membership needs better education 
on are acceptable.  Committee members should each have one topic for the next meeting.  Hildo 
suggested: bridging the technical gap for new employees.  Larry also asked if there were any subjects 
the Committee would like covered on Saturday during the Combined Meeting.  Colene suggested that 
this would be an opportunity for the Committees to hear more from the Board or staff on APWA internal 
issues such as the Reporter, publications, government affairs, Meetings Department planning processes 
for Congress or Snow Conference, budgeting, etc.  If a Committee member would like to have a 
particular subject covered, staff or a Board member will prepare a brief (10-15 minute) report. 

 
10. The meeting adjourned at 4:09 pm. 


