
 ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY  
Congress Meeting Summary 

 Monday, August 18, 2014 
 Toronto Convention Centre 

 
APWA Mission Statement 

The American Public Works Association promotes professional excellence, 
understanding of, and competency and credibility in public works.   
 
Participants: Dennis Randolph, Chair 
 David Lawry, Director at Large 
 Richard Balgowan, Member  
 Joline McFarlane, Member 
       
Absent: Todd Blomstrom, Member  
 Ken Buccilli, Member 
 Andy Lemer, Member 
  
Staff: Carol Estes, staff liaison  
 Connie Hartline, Publications Manager 
   
 
Welcome and self-Introductions – Dennis Randolph welcomed the 
committee members to Toronto and each person introduced themselves 
 
The roster was reviewed by those present and changes were noted. 
 
The agenda was reviewed and no changes were made   
 
At-Large Director Report – David Lawry introduced himself and gave some 
background on his tenure as a Region 5 director.  He reported on the Sunday 
meeting of the At-Large directors, technical committee chairs and chairs of 
sustainability, diversity, and professional development with President Larry 
Stevens.  It provided an opportunity for directors and chairs to discuss topics of 
mutual interest.  He also reported on the Friday meeting with the At-Large 
Directors and Ed Gottko about committee structure.  They will utilize a task force 
and probably someone from the committees to see if we have the best format for 
the organization. 
 
Conference call schedule for the coming year 
Presently the committee meets the second Thursday of the month at 5:00 pm 
Eastern, 4:00 pm Central, 3:00 pm Mountain, 2:00 pm Pacific.  The committee 
decided to continue the present schedule for the coming year.  The next meeting 
will be September 11, 2014.  Staff will send out an Outlook meeting invitation 
with the call in information. 
 



Discussion/Selection of 2014 Guaranteed Sessions – Topics and 
descriptions are due September 30. 
 
This year, technical committees will participate in the review of congress 
education session submissions.  The committees may, if they choose, select 1 to 
3 sessions from the submissions and designate them as committee “guaranteed” 
sessions in lieu of developing sessions of their own.  After discussion, the 
committee consensus was to select two sessions from the pool and offer one 
committee prepared selection for the third.  The topic of the committee session 
will be “driverless vehicles.”  The fleet and transportation committees will be 
asked if they would like to provide support.  Staff will coordinate the session and 
prepare the submission before the September 30 deadline. Other topics 
considered included: 
 

 Performance Management  
 Electrical Aggregation – Buying your power differently , Stray electric  
 currents 
 Open Data – What is easy to put out there? What do you not want out 
 there?  Should you just put everything out there? 
 Congestion Pricing – D.C., Seattle, Portland, maybe with Transportation  
 committee 
  RFID – possibly with Fleet 
  Driverless cars   

Discussion/Adoption of committee work plan for the coming year - The 
committee work plan for the coming year was reviewed and amended.  The 
strategic initiatives shown will be changed so that the three emphasized by the 
board will be the first three.  The revised work plan will be reviewed for adoption 
when a quorum is present. 
 
Spring Meeting discussion – This year there will be a combined meeting of all 
the technical committees in the spring.  The meetings will take place on a Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday.   Half of the technical committees will hold individual 
meetings on the Friday, all of the committees will meet together on Saturday, and 
the remainder of the technical committees will hold individual meetings on 
Sunday.  The date will be set up as soon as possible so that attendees can note 
it on their calendars.  APWA pays for the travel, meals and hotels for the 
attendees.   
 
InfoNOW posting assignments – After discussion, the consensus of those 
present is to cease making monthly postings to the InfoNOW communities.  After 
the completion of the APWA web update, the decision will be revisited.   
    
 
Publications – Connie Hartline introduced herself to the committee members.  
She discussed the need to revise the Roadway Maintenance Manual.  Rich 



Balgowan volunteered to lead the effort.  Connie will provide a copy of the book 
in an electronic format.  Connie also asked if the committee would review the 
APWA publication: Qualifications-Based Selection: Guidelines for Public 
Agencies.  The committee agreed to review the book and determine if it needs 
revision.   
 
New Business/Future agenda items  

 Outreach to other committees for ideas for imagination to innovation 
 Outreach to other committees for sidebar support for Reporter issues – 

need 2 months advance notice 
 Need a parking lot of ideas under Basecamp 
 Send link for new committee members to Basecamp 
 Develop a list of subject areas under each technical committee 

 
Next conference call is September 11, 2014 
 
Adjourn        

 


