
ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 
Spring Meeting Summary 
APWA - Kansas City, Mo. 

Friday, April 4, 2014 
  

APWA Mission Statement 
The American Public Works Association promotes professional excellence, 

understanding of, and competency and credibility in public works. 

 
Participants: Dennis Randolph, Chair 
  David Lawry, Director at Large 
  Andy Lemer, Member 
  Sherri McIntyre, Member 
  Craig Olson, Member 
        
Absent: Richard Balgowan, Member 
  Ken Buccilli, Member   
  
Staff:  Carol Estes, staff liaison 
Guest:  Becky Stein, program manager 
 
Call to order – Dennis Randolph, Chair, called the meeting to order 

  
Review of February 13, 2013 Meeting Summary – The meeting summary was approved  

 
 Update on Technical Career Paths – Becky Stein as available 
 

At-Large Director – David Lawry reported on the board meeting.  The main discussion was the 
budget and the three priorities of the strategic plan: 

 Advocacy 
 Support of Chapters 
 Comprehensive professional development education 

The Council of Chapters will replace the House of Delegates.  The technical committees came 
out of the institutes.  The At-Large directors are discussing what the committee structure should 
look like.  There will be more discussion at the June meeting.  Staff is working on a plan of how 
to use the PDC (Professional Development Committee) and it should be ready by June.   

Media Inquiry from Laura Bynum – Laura received a request from ENR to speak with any 
APWA SMEs on construction bid disputes, which they say is increasing. They are looking to 
speak with public agencies and/or private firms to see if the experts can speak to why the 
disputes are on the increase – is it because there is not much work available and that causes 
multiple bids and disputes?  There was general discussion about how bid bonds came about 
and there is a general lack of understanding about how the process works.  It might make a 
good project for the emerging leaders to work on.   
 



Reporter article topic coordination – Our articles are due to Editor Kevin Clark by April 15.  
Ken Buccilli is coordinating the articles but since he is ill, just send them to Carol.  Anticipated 
topics: 

 Dennis is working on the soft side of technical issues.  He also has asked Michael 
 Park  to write an article.   
 Richard is writing an article on the proper installation of steel road plates and the  
 hazards that are created when they aren't installed correctly.   
 Andy is doing the technology articles in monthly issues, he might submit an article on 
 crosswalk treatments 
 Sherri is providing a case study on project delivery, article about how to turn off traffic 
 signals when they are no longer warranted 
 Craig – has an article coming from John Ostrowski 
 Dennis has drafted the President’s message 
 Carol will write the technical committee news 
 

Becky Stein joined the group and gave an update on technical career paths.   
 
Review of 2013-2014 Work Plan – The committee reviewed the current work plan.  Several 
updates were made including: 

 The committees sponsored Click, Listen and Learn on Project Delivery will be held 
 August 7.  Dennis Randolph is coordinating 
 The Imagination to Innovation technology column has been established in the 
 Reporter 
 The committee has selected topic areas for the June issue of the Reporter 
 The three topics selected for congress this are: 

1. Public Works Assets in the Corporate Context 
2. Transit: An Economic Development and Sustainability Tool 
3. Porous and Pervious Pavements in Public Works    

 
Update - Guaranteed Sessions for Congress 2014 to be held in Toronto, Canada 
Updates or need for assistance if any: 

 Permeable Pavements – Dennis Randolph has lined up two professors from 
 Waterloo and Toronto 
 Asset Management – Andy Lemer has had to change one of the speakers for the 
 presentation 
 Transit improvements – Sherri McIntyre has one speaker lined up and two yet to 
 confirm 
 
 

Do you know why? – Project – Staff will send another Basecamp invitation.  Please look over 
the questions that have already been entered and enter those you have thought of.  Staff can 
enter them for you if you need assistance.     
     
Preliminary Work Plan for 2014-2015  

 
Discussion of Topics and assignment for preparation of Call for Presentations for 
Guaranteed Sessions for Congress 2015 to be held in Phoenix, Arizona – The committee 
discussed potential guaranteed sessions for congress 2015 in Phoenix, Arizona.  Ideas 
included: 



 Performance Management – Craig might know someone  
 Electrical Aggregation – Buying your power differently (maybe with Uprow?) 
 Stray electric currents 
 Open Data – What is easy to put out there? What do you not want out there?  Should 
 you just put everything out there? 
 Congestion Pricing – D.C., Seattle, Portland, maybe with Transportation committee 
 RFID – possibly with Fleet 
 Staff to find the parking lot of ideas list 
 Will there be roundtables in Phoenix?  What is the status this year? 
 Encourage roundtables at chapter meetings and let national what’s up 
 
  

Other Business 
 The committee asked if the current issue of the Reporter could be put on the 
 website rather than lag behind? 
 There seems to be a problem getting to the Reporter using wireless internet in-house 
 Could be embed a code in the Reporter to go directly to an article? 
 

 
The next conference call is scheduled for May 8 
 
Our Congress meeting in Toronto is scheduled for Monday, August 18, from 8:00 am to 
noon. 
 
April – Sherri McIntyre  
May – Ken Buccilli 
June – Andy Lemer 
July – Rich Balgowan 

 
The meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm 


