
ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY CONGRESS MEETING 
Summary 

Monday, August 26, 2013 
 Chicago, Illinois 

  

APWA Mission Statement 
The American Public Works Association promotes professional excellence, 

understanding of, and competency and credibility in public works. 

 

Participants: Dennis Randolph, Chair 

  Richard Balgowan, Member 

  Ken Buccilli, Member 

  David Lawry, At-Large Director 

   Andy Lemer, Member 

  Sherri McIntyre, Member 

      

Absent: Craig Olson, Member 

  

Staff:  Carol Estes, staff liaison 

 

Guests:   Connie Hartline, Publications Manager 

  Keith Duncan, Certification Commission 

  Robert Tolliver 

   

Call to order – Dennis Randolph, Chair, called the meeting to order at 8:00 am 

Welcome and self-Introductions –  Committee members introduced themselves welcoming 

new members Richard Balgowan and Ken Buccilli 

At-Large Director Report – David Lawry expressed appreciation for Venu Gupta’s 

leadership and service the past two years. The APWA board has reorganized itself to allow 

staff to do more of the day to day decision making so that the board can spend more time on 

strategic planning.  They have appointed a taskforce to look at how to better engage the 

House of Delegates.  President Ed Gottko held a leadership lunch yesterday and asked 

committee chairs what they see as special challenges for APWA.  There will be a new style 

of board meeting Wednesday morning.   In the past, committee chairs had reported on what 

was accomplished during the year and what projects were anticipated for the coming year.  

This year, the technical committee chairs will speak as a panel and address issues the 

committee’s feel are most important.  The meeting will be more interactive.   

Report of the EJCDC – Dale Houdeshell, APWA representative to the EJCDC reported that 

the 2013 documents for construction are currently available.  There is more uniformity of 

definitions.  Next spring, the E-505 task orders will be available.  Design build documents will 

be coming up after that and also construction manager documents.  Also planned are public 

private partnership documents and concessionaire documents.  There are a number of 



organization sponsored documents such as AIA and Consensus documents, but the EJCDC 

documents are more balanced and fair than other offering.  EJCDC has a tiered membership 

plan.  Participation at difference levels has different costs and benefits to members.   

Participation at a higher lever would provide documents to our members at a reduced cost 

and sales would be an offset to membership costs for the association.  The committee is 

interested in looking at the costs of a higher level of participation.  EJCDC has a booth on the 

congress floor with a list of the documents that are available.  Dennis will follow up with 

ASCE to see what their benefit cost experience has been. Dale has some resource to get 

information also.  Participation for next year would need to be suggested in the budget 

preparation in January.  This item will continue on the agendas. 

Certification Commission – Keith Duncan gave an overview of the credentialing program.  

There are currently 3 programs, infrastructure inspection, fleet and stormwater.  E & T 

sponsors the infrastructure inspection credential.  There are currently 256 CPII’s.  

Approximately 130 of them are in the states of California, Illinois, Oregon, and Washington.  

Can we repeat success on a state level?  Why are those states more heavily involved? What 

could E & T do to assist in the program? 

Conference call schedule for the coming year - Presently the committee meets the first 

Thursday of the month at 2:00 pm Eastern, 1:00 pm Central, 12:00 pm Mountain, 11:00 am 

Pacific. The consensus of the committee is to continue the same meeting schedule but to 

hold the calls one hour earlier.   

Issues and trends for the board business meeting – The committee discussed issues and 

trends that should be mentioned at the board meeting on Wednesday.  Topics suggested 

included: 

 Penetration of information technology 

 E & T technical track for the Donald C Stone center 

 Using linked in 

 Apps, competition, awards 

 Messaging for public works 
Discussion/Selection of 2014 Guaranteed Sessions – Topics and descriptions are due 

September 30 – The ideas for guaranteed sessions for Toronto included: 

 Permeable Pavements – Dennis Randolph 

 Asset Management – Andy Lemer 

 LED light – Ken Buccilli 

 Liability Issues 

 Bond council language – Sherri McIntyre 

 Transit improvements – Sherri McIntyre 

 Envision 
 

Discussion/ Selection of 2013/14 Click, Listen, Learn topic –  A Click, Listen, and Learn 

session on Project Delivery Systems would support the recent publication of the handbook. 



Discussion of committee work plan for the coming year – The work plan was adopted as 

revised.  Suggestions for additions to the plan included: 

 Do you know why? 

 Alternative fuels and Climate 

 Zero diversion of waste (with solid waste committee) 
 

Discussion of Technical Track for Engineering & Technology – In discussing the 

technical track, the committee had a number of comments concerning the current information 

available.  There needs to be some definition of terms as it is not clear what is meant by 

terms such as folio, module, session, components, and toolkit.  It really needs to be a lot 

clearer.  A good editor is needed for documentation. 

Date for the Spring Meeting – Hold the meeting on a Friday, either March 28 or April 4.  Ask 

for Mabel to be there and Becky 

InfoNOW posting assignments –   

September – Dennis Randolph 

October – Sherri McIntyre 

November- Ken Buccilli 

December- Andy Lemer 

January- Richard Balgowan 

February- Craig Olson 

New Business/Future agenda items – Review information on technical tracks, think about 

congress sessions, think about Reporter articles which are due April 15 

 Adjourn to September conference call        

 

 


