
American Public Works Association 
2345 Grand Boulevard, Suite 700, Kansas City, MO  64108-2625 

Phone (816) 472-6100  Fax (816) 472-1610 
Web www.apwa.net  E-mail thon@apwa.net 

 

 

Emergency Management Committee Conference Call Meeting Summary - 1 

 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL SUMMARY 
Wednesday, October 14, 2015 

 
Present: Mike Sutherland, Chair  Dave Bergner 
  Jeff May Phil Mann 
  Mary Wilson  Leon Berrett 
  Teresa Smith Mark Ray 
  Cora Jackson-Fossett, Bd Liaison  Andrea Eales, Staff  
  Teresa Hon, Staff  
 

 
The American Public Works Association exists to develop and support the people, agencies, and organizations that plan, build, maintain, and 

improve our communities. Working together, APWA and its membership contribute to a higher and sustainable quality of life. 
 

Emergency Management Committee Mission: The committee’s mission is to provide APWA members with resources and a forum for exchanging 
and developing ideas, knowledge, and technologies for minimizing the impact and consequences of disasters. It also intends to foster 

recognition of public works' important role(s) in emergency management, including its strong involvement in mitigation and recovery, as well as 
to influence public policies that will strengthen the ability of government at all levels to better address disaster management. 

 
 
 1. Mike Sutherland called the meeting to order at 10:03 am (Mountain). The August 29 meeting summary was 

approved.   
  
 2.  Board Report – Cora Jackson-Fossett thanked Teresa for distributing the talking points.  Other topics of note were: 

 Congress/PWX had over 4,000 attendees, including 1,800 full registrations 
 The PWX roll out on Tuesday was great 
 The APWA offices will be moving in February.  A final location has not been decided but will soon. 
 A Search Committee has been hired to find a replacement for the APWA Executive Director 
 As previously mentioned, the date for the Combined Committee meeting is Thursday, February 18.  The 

Emergency Management Committee will be meeting on Wednesday, February 17th.  In addition to the committees 
which met jointly this year, the Asset Management Task Force, Council of Chapters, National Roadeo Task 
Force, and Board of Directors will be meeting at various times that week as well.   

 
 3. Government Affairs report – Andrea Eales will provided the following report 

 Speaker of the House John Boehner (R-OH) has submitted his resignation and is intending to retire from 
Congress as of October 30. Multiple members have thrown their hat in the race, but there is a push for Chairman 
of House Ways and Means Paul Ryan (R-WI) to become the next speaker.  

 Transportation reauthorization—the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee is going to introduce its 
reauthorization bill later this week. The current extension goes to November 20. The Senate passed its 
transportation reauthorization bill in July. Other issues that could possibly delay passage of a long term 
transportation reauthorization bill are that the debt ceiling needs to be raised by November 3, and the 
determination of House leadership. 

 FY2016 Appropriations bills also still need to be passed. The federal government is currently funded through 
December 11. It is possible the FEMA Disaster Assistance Reform Act of 2015 which, if enacted would 
reauthorize FEMA, implement reforms to disaster assistance programs, and authorize the study of sharply rising 
disaster cost-- could be included in an omnibus spending bill at the end of the year. 

 
 4. Congress discussion regarding chapter TIM train-the-trainer sessions – Andrea provided an overview of the meeting 

which took place in Phoenix.  There will be a follow-up call on October 28 where she will report on additional efforts 
on the part of APWA to support the TIM training.  Committee members discussed options for training within their 
chapter and those who had completed the train-the-trainer and could be available as a resource for the membership.  
APWA leadership feels it is important to get as many public works professionals trained as possible.  

 
 5. Reporter Articles – Due November 17 
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 Volunteer for Leadership by Discipline column – Mark Ray volunteered to work with the Leadership & 
Management Committee representative.  

  Suggested Topics 
 Stafford Act/Grants for small communities: finding a way to obtain money to hire consultants and contractors for 

response and recovery 
 Emergency management exercises for public works 
 Case studies of emergency events, e.g., East Cost snow event, derailment of crude oil train cars 
 Policy and fire celebrate exceptional service during a critical event.  How are your public works professionals 

recognized after a crisis? 
 Implementing CERT classes in small communities 
 Effectively use of social media/technology during an emergency event 
 Acceptance of mutual aid agreements for public works in special districts 
 The FEMA mandate to states regarding funding and climate change 
 Additional emergency management related topics on which you would like to share information 
Expressed interest from potential authors 
 Urban Forestry Incident Command Engagement Model – Alan Yue 
 Lessons Learned – short pieces 

o Dick McKinley – Hurricane Dolores clean-up (soils and debris) 
o Brian Usher’s story about Baltimore rioting? 
o Possible - Hysteria of residents and media in response to the scenario in Largo – potential Ebola patient 

 PW, Police and Fire working together to make the UCI Bike World Championships a success – Steve Yob 
 Relocating sewer division using ICS – Gloria Van Spanckeren (she is also writing an article for the Water issue on 

their COOP Alternative Facility Plan when they temporarily used the Sewer Division office as the US Open golf 
championships headquarters) 

 Temporary Hurricane Debris Management sites – Ram Tewari 
 Developing Relationships with Police & Fire – Mark Ray 
 Unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) or unmanned aerial systems (UAS) and the value to pw (Leon will take the lead 

in compiling information from Keith Pugh, Chip, Mike and Mark) 
 

 6. Adoption of the 2015-16 Work Plan – Is the work plan too ambitious?  If there is anything which is too much and 
should be tabled for another year, please let Teresa know.  Members agreed to carefully review and respond to 
Teresa’s email request for approval.   

 
 7.  PWX submissions. As with last year, committee members will receive copies of the emergency management-related 

submissions and will be asked to rank them.  The committee can select their three “guaranteed” from the 
submissions or bring forward their own new topics.   

  The following topics were suggested at the Congress/PWX meeting 
 Incident manual, lessons learned with social media in emergency management situations (Baltimore vs Ferguson) 
 Mark is one of three Directors of the Metropolitan Emergency Managers Association in Minnesota and could try 

and make some connections for speakers.   
 Mark indicated that Hennepin County Emergency Management is doing a landslide assessment and could insert 

the use of drones to make the assessments.  Denver is using them for wastewater - use of Light Detection and 
Ranging (LiDAR) and other analytical tools 

 
 8. Decision on Subcommittee Structure – Members reviewed the discussion which took place earlier in the month with 

committee members and subcommittee chairs. The committee agreed to go with the six topic areas suggested in 
that call.  (Refinement of the names might take place once members are in place.)  
A. Education & Training Subcommittee 
B. Resource Subcommittee  
C. Chapter Advocacy Subcommittee  
D. Lessons Learned Subcommittee  
E. Canadian Subcommittee 
F. Special interest/Hot Topic Subcommittee or Task Force, e.g., cyber security, pandemic (could be short-term) 
Teresa will work with Mike Sutherland to develop descriptions for the subcommittees then she will send a message 
to the current subcommittee chairs asking them if they want to continue to serve as a chair on one of the 
subcommittees.  Following steps will include: 1) Determine which committee members will serve as liaisons, 2) 
Develop specific subtopics/deliverables (one paragraph purpose statement), 3) Solicit for subcommittee 
membership.   
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 9. South Carolina flooding issue – APWA had received a suggestion via Twitter that we facilitate some sort of 
discussion with lessons learned regarding the South Carolina flooding issues.  An infoNOW post could be the first 
step as Twitter Town Hall meetings typically don’t work well for discussions.  A roundtable discussion at PWX was 
another suggestion.   

 
 10. Committee discussion:  How are we doing?  Are we having an effect on the association? – tabled for another call 

when there is more time 
 
 11. Schedule for future committee conference calls (second Wednesday of the month at 9am Pacific/10am 

Mountain/11am Central/noon Eastern).  With this schedule, the next few calls are scheduled for:  
      November 18 (moved due to Veteran’s Day on scheduled date)  December 9 
 
 12. After having surpassed the 60-minute time allocation, the meeting was adjourned.   
 


