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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE CONGRESS SUMMARY 
Tuesday, August 19, 2014 

Toronto, Ontario 
 
 

Present: Kürt Blomquist, Outgoing Chair  Chip Barrett  
  Mike Sutherland, Incoming Chair Jeff May 
  Dave Bergner  Phil Mann 
  Mary Wilson  Leon Berrett 
  Cora Jackson-Fossett, Bd Liaison Teresa Hon, Staff 
  Keith Pugh, GAC 
 
Guests: Steve Materkowski Vince Slominski 
  Gary Spraggins Bruce Kerr 
  Mike Volling, Executive Director of IMSA Christine Walsh 
  Brian Usher, APWA President-Elect 
  Connie Hartline, APWA Staff 
 
Absent:  Ziad Mazboudi  Teresa Smith 

  
The American Public Works Association exists to develop and support the people, agencies, and organizations that plan, build, maintain, and improve 

our communities. Working together, APWA and its membership contribute to a higher and sustainable quality of life. 
 

Emergency Management Committee Mission: The committee’s mission is to provide APWA members with resources and a forum for exchanging and 
developing ideas, knowledge, and technologies for minimizing the impact and consequences of disasters. It also intends to foster recognition of 

public works' important role(s) in emergency management, including its strong involvement in mitigation and recovery, as well as to influence public 
policies that will strengthen the ability of government at all levels to better address disaster management. 

 
 
 1. Chairman Kürt Blomquist called the meeting to order.  Attendees introduced themselves. A report from Don Bruey, 

the SC/RC representative to the committee, was added to the agenda.  The July 9 Meeting Summary was approved 
as submitted. Kürt mentioned that as a result of our meeting with IMEA at a previous Snow Conference, one of the 
Finland representatives is holding emergency management meetings in his area.   

 
President-elect Brian Usher was present at the start of the meeting.  He thanked committee and subcommittee 
members for their volunteer efforts and welcomed guests to the meeting as well.   

 
 2. At Large Director Report (Board of Directors) – Cora Jackson-Fossett  

a. The New Council of Chapters met Saturday before Congress.  They broke into committees for discussion 
Saturday afternoon - Leadership, Chapter Mentoring, Infrastructure Finance, Advocacy, Congress participation, 
PACE and Membership 

b. At-Large directors are reevaluating the committee structure and asking committees for input on how they should 
be structured and operate, not just technical committees but standing Committees also.  Budget surplus because 
Congress has been more successful than we had budgeted Anticipate $600,000 surplus for this year annual 
budget, not just Congress.  Also high numbers at Cincinnati for Snow so that helped also  

c. Committee face to face meeting in Kansas City which would be a combined meeting of all Technical Committees 
to facilitate communication and coordination between committees.   

d. Registrations for Congress are good.  We have surpassed budget for the exhibits and should for full registrations 
also. 

 
 3. Report on NSHC meeting in Chicago – Christine Walsh indicated that she was elected by the consortium 

membership to the Tri-Chair position for a second year in a row, which is uncommon. Over the years, APWA has 
gained the respect from the other stakeholders – public safety communications, medical services, state and county 
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governments, police and fire chiefs, sheriffs, EM associations, governors, etc.  As with the other stakeholders, public 
works (via Chris) submitted their list of three priorities for consideration by the NHSC membership.  Chris was 
pleased to indicate that all three priorities submitted by APWA were incorporated in the NHSC Draft Consensus 
Priority Issues: 
a. Critical infrastructure and key resources 
b. Risk environment 
c. Information Sharing/Interoperability 
d. Health and Medical 
e. National Guard 

  Chris will keep the committee updated on the work of the NHSC. 
 
 4. NEMA Report on State EMAC Deployments of Private Sector and Volunteer Resources – Members suggested the 

EMAC class pilot program information be distributed to members (re the mission ready packages). Chris Walsh 
mentioned information she had received from NHSC regarding Fusion Centers and will share with Teresa for 
distribution. 

 
 5. Brainstorming for Wednesday Board of Directors panel discussion - Members mentioned several possible items for 

the Business Meeting and/or Work Plan. Those in bold were brought forward in Mike’s comments on Wednesday. 
a. Continued advocacy efforts at national and some state levels are increasing awareness of public works 

and critical infrastructure (through SAFECOM/PSAC and NSHC) with state organizations and emergency 
management professionals. We must continue these efforts to maintain and elevate the recognition. 

b. Looking to continue inroads in Institutes for emergency management training.  Get more members and 
staff trained. 

c. During the Public Works Directors Roundtable there was live tweeting taking place.  We need to do this during the 
EM Open Forums.  

d. Elevate status of training in emergency management 
e. Identify FEMA-related live training and encourage chapters co-sponsor with EMI and TEEX to deliver in 

their area.  
f. Push chapter to work with state agencies to attend and participate in conferences.   
g. Encourage the new Council of Chapters to help establish emergency management points of contact in all 

chapters 
h. Continue learning from our Canadian members and sharing information with them  
i. Be better resource to chapters by providing articles 

 One member indicated they have heard that if an agency doesn’t have an approved Debris Management Plan, 
their reimbursement rate from FEMA is reduced. Teresa needs to look into this.  APWA needs to be leaders in 
debris management a recovery. 

 Create linkage to available information and training 
 National Preparedness Goals and knowing core capabilities to tie into 
 Links to IS courses 
 How to get involved in emergency management as a public works professional 
 Working with Fusion Centers 

  j. Trends which should be mentioned to the Board of Directors 
 Increase in extreme climate-related events 
 Reduced funding – more work on developing debris management plans 
 Cyber crimes 

 
 6. Subcommittee Discussion – It was determined that staff will contact members who had previously served on a 

subcommittee to determine their level of interest in continuing.  Subcommittees will be directed to set and develop 
their own goals.  They will still be expected to review documents for comments, provide suggestions for articles, CLL, 
Congress and Snow Conferences. Additionally, each subcommittee will be asked to identify the independent study 
courses available in their area for dissemination to the chapters and membership.  The Canadian Subcommittee 
discussed a possible survey. Staff will work with them to identify potential questions. It was also suggested that we 
invite the subcommittee members attending Congress in Phoenix hold individual subcommittee meetings.  

 
 7. Remarks by outgoing committee members and Chair – Kürt thanked all those present for their participation.  The 

Emergency Management Committee is one of the busiest committees.  Much of what we do reaches across to other 
technical committees.  While he may no longer be serving on this committee, he intends to continue as a 



 
Emergency Management Committee Conference Call Meeting Summary - 3 

 

subcommittee member and to reach out to others, sharing information on emergency management and training. 
Mike Sutherland thanked Kürt, on behalf of the full committee, for his efforts.  We will all miss his presence.  

 
 8. Discussion and adoption of the 2014-15 Business Plan – see item 5 above for additional ideas.  A parking lot item 

was development of certificates for members who have completed IS-100, 200, 300 and the four public works-related 
courses.  Another parking lot item is consideration of the effect of thievery on public works. 

 
 9. Future education topics  

a. January edition of the Reporter (due November 15) – Teresa will follow-up with potential authors suggested by 
the subcommittees.  It was also suggested we reach out to the speakers of the debris management Congress 
session for an article, encouraging them to include the need for an approved debris management plan. 

b. Click, Listen & Learn –  
1) January – Social media (see if Valérie Céré would be willing to serve as a speaker).  Perhaps one of the YP 

members could be the second speaker.  That person could provide an introduction to social media and a bit 
of a how-to.  They could even tweet (or encourage participants to) during the program.   

2) Networking Ourselves in the First Responder Community (update to material previously presented) – Phil 
Mann 

3) Teresa mentioned plans for a series of CLL programs related to the climate resiliency topic.  One topic 
mentioned was how leadership skills are different in an emergency management situation.  She asked 
members if they would be willing to work with the Leadership & Management Committee on a joint program 
which would be scheduled sometime in 2015.  Members agreed. 

c. Snow Conference (4/12-15/15, Grand Rapids, MI).  No one present anticipated being in attendance at the Snow 
Conference.  They suggested the following topics. Teresa will send infoNOW notices out in an attempt to locate 
speakers who plan to attend.  
1) Debris Management for Snow and Ice 
2) Paperwork in case of declaration – equipment and typing 
3) Converting Severe Response Plan into ICS Plan flood/snow exercise (talk to Bruce Kerr about potential 

speaker, Teresa check Reporter for article within the last year) 
4) Planning and Preparation for a snow emergency (12 month calendar) 

d. Phoenix Congress (8/30-9/2, Phoenix, AZ) – Teresa reviewed the new process which will be in place for the 2015 
Congress program. The Technical Committees and the Center will review and rank all of the proposals that come 
in under their individual topic areas. Then they will send their rankings to the CPR committee for final program 
planning. The top three in their rankings will be the committee “guaranteed sessions” (unless they have already 
identified topics not already submitted in the call for presentations.)  If the committees see topics that are missing 
from the submissions but that should be covered, they can develop those presentations as guaranteed sessions.  
Staff will distribute proposals to the committees in October with a return date for rankings in early December.   

 
  One topic the committee would like to see addressed is emergency management in accreditation and how the 

agencies incorporate NIMS, ICS and FEMA requirements in their policies and practices. It was also suggested 
that a super session on table top exercises might be interesting for attendees. 

 
 10. Position Statement Discussion - The Role of Public Works in Widespread Health & Medical Crises – This is the 

updated pandemic statement.  During the spring meeting the committee decided they wanted to make this a stronger 
Advocacy Statement.  It was agreed that when the new Government Affairs staff member has been hired, staff will 
ask them to request suggestions from the GAC. Chris Walsh will provide specific wording from Homeland Security 
documentation. 

 
 11. Spring Meeting Discussion – Staff has previously mentioned the desire of the At-Large directors to hold another 

combined meeting in Kansas City to allow committees the opportunity to discuss common action items and 
possibilities for joint projects. The Board of Directors will be meeting in Kansas City in late February.  The Council of 
Chapters and Chapter Leadership meetings will be held in KC around the same time.  A decision for dates will be 
made after Congress. 

 
12. External Working Groups 

a. First Responder Communities of Practice – Jeff May expressed interest in serving as APWA’s representative to 
this group. If for some reason, Jeff cannot participate, Leon Berrett is willing to serve in this capacity. Teresa will 
forward Jeff’s contact information to the group. 

b. Mark Ray has expressed an interest in serving as the APWA contact on EMAC if Mike wants to let go of some of 
his responsibilities now that he is chair and will be taking on other tasks.  In the past it has been the preference of 
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the committee that a member (rather than a subcommittee member) serves as the representative.  Jeff May 
volunteered to serve as the contact. Mike will still be attending the October EMAC meeting in October.  Teresa is 
to ask if it would be possible for APWA to pay for a second person to attend (for continuity).  

 
 13. Don Bruey provided information on this year’s SC/RC survey results. Many questions focused on emergency 

management.  Results showed that they would like to work with EM Committee in Phoenix to provide some training. The 
committee thought that perhaps it could be a super session on table top training.  Chris has a small table top exercise she 
will share with us.  Committee will continue to work on ways to address this topic for the SCRC 

 
 14. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net)  
 

August – Mary Wilson 
September – Phil Mann 
October – Jeff May  
November – Ziad Mazboudi 
December – Dave Bergner 
January – Chip Barrett 
February – Leon Berrett 

March – Mike Sutherland 
April – Mary Wilson 
May – Phil Mann 
June – Jeff May 
July – Ziad Mazboudi 
August – Chip Barrett 
 

 
 15. Schedule for future committee conference calls (currently the second Wednesday of the month at 8am Pacific/9am 

Mountain/10am Central/11am Eastern).  With this schedule, the next call will be September 10. Several members 
are not available so Teresa will work with members to reschedule.  

 
 16. Adjourn 
 
 


