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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL SUMMARY 
Friday, May 16, 2014 

 
Present: Kürt Blomquist, Chair Jeff May 
 Chip Barrett Mike Sutherland 
 Dave Bergner    
 Jim Fahey, Staff Teresa Hon, Staff 
 Chris Walsh, Guest Kim Lundgren, Center for Sustainability 
 
Absent:   Teresa Smith Mary Wilson  
 Phil Mann 
 Cora Keith Pugh, GAC  Jackson-Fossett, Bd Liaison 
  

 
The American Public Works Association exists to develop and support the people, agencies, and organizations that plan, build, maintain, and improve 

our communities. Working together, APWA and its membership contribute to a higher and sustainable quality of life. 
 

Emergency Management Committee Mission: The committee’s mission is to provide APWA members with resources and a forum for exchanging and 
developing ideas, knowledge, and technologies for minimizing the impact and consequences of disasters. It also intends to foster recognition of public 
works' important role(s) in emergency management, including its strong involvement in mitigation and recovery, as well as to influence public policies 
that will strengthen the ability of government at all levels to better address disaster management. 
 
 
Discussion/Action Items: 
 
 1. Chair Blomquist called the meeting to order.  There were no changes or additions to the agenda.  Approval of the 

April 10-11 Meeting Summary was tabled until next month.  
 

2. Board Report – Cora Jackson-Fossett (see May Leadership Talking Points) 
a. Jim Fahey mentioned that there is a new issue APWA/CPWA is monitoring regarding a Canadian requirement 

restricting emails for commercial messages.  Chip & Teresa S. talk with Canadian Subcommittee 
b. Members were reminded to update or acquire a passport for Toronto.  Members have heard that rooms are 

filling up quickly.  
 

3. Legislative Issues – Jim Fahey 
a. APWA filed comments with FEMA on the Advance Notice of Proposed Rule Making on the HMGP and criteria 

for setting up state administration on that program.  The letter was shared with committee members via email.  
The bulk of the comments were provided by Mark Ray, the committee reviewed and comments were filed May 
12. 

b. WRRDA (Water Resources Reform and Development Act) agreement was announced last week. The 
agreement was filed yesterday with a positive House vote expected then to be approved and signed into law.  
WRRDA provides funding for water infrastructure projects and includes reforms to streamline project delivery. 
The total price tag will be $12 billion.  It will strengthen the national dam safety program, upgrades of 
emergency… prevent dam failures, …., authorize Corps to establish voluntary levy safety guidelines and 
technical assistance to the states 

 
4. Via Chris Walsh, the Homeland Security Consortium requests the top three emergency issues facing public works.  

The meeting July 23rd in Chicago and they are asking each of the agencies to come up with their top three concerns 
within their discipline. DHS wants to continue to push partnerships and intergovernmental agreements. 
a. Lack of recognition, understanding and acceptance by other disciplines (in particular, law enforcement and fire) 

and by DHS and many State Emergency Management agencies of the role and capabilities of Public Works. To 
some extent, there is resistance to consider Public Works as "emergency responders" and thus are often not 
included in planning and exercising.  (Kurt – do we need to better define that it is DHS more so than FEMA?  
Mary – agree with change. In Chip’s area PW is in charge of caches (strategically located supplies that PW can 
use at any time) and are part of the whole team. VA Dept of EM works directly with FEMA so Mary is proactive 
and invites herself to the meetings. Include examples of where we see it working well. Is public works here?  



Are we noticed when we are missing?  Chip - In order for a community in a state to be eligible for 
reimbursement funds the state must have adopted a public works policy (Massachusetts).  Chip will provide 
information. Kürt talked about issue in NH where only police and fire, not public works, can authorize state 
resources.  Perhaps not all states are interpreting the rule the same.  Also review advocacy statements. Chip 
and Jeff will work on this together before the next conference call.   

b. Insufficient funding by local and state governments and by Federal grants for building and maintaining 
emergency response capacity in public works agencies. Too much attention and money has gone to terrorism-
related programs, yet most emergencies, crises and disasters are from natural causes and occur primarily at 
the local level.  Many of these events never qualify for federal aid. All-hazard approach needs to continue and 
be emphasized recognizing that the majority of events are natural disasters. FEMA is trying to take a new 
direction which is all hazards.  There is also insufficient money because of the changing weather patterns. Kurt 
will take the lead on this one.  

c. We should be talking about our role in critical infrastructure, involvement in cyber security, etc.  Working with 
others where we are vulnerable – power systems. How the consortium in working with HS broaden the 
involvement of PW when discussing with owners of critical infrastructure when discussing cyber security (for 
example) to include Transportation, SCADA.  Being more inclusive or working to bring in more boots on the 
ground to provide feedback.  Need every state agency to look at public works when discussing mitigation and 
prevention. Mike will take a stab at rewriting. 

 
5. Position Statement Review  

a. Public Works and Mutual Aid Agreements – Go with GAC recommendation to change to a guidance statement.  
Rework first paragraph to more internal ise. (Teresa check with Peter to see if it needs to go to the Board for 
approval)  Identifying areas where we are missing mutual aid agreements?  Are we being left out or are we 
included but don’t realizes that we are?  Ask subcommittee to investigate which states don’t have MA 
agreements and find out what the problems with not being able to do it are. Do local agencies feel like they 
don’t have mutual aid agreements with surrounding agencies or with the state?  Mike thinks every state is 
requiring each state/county to have an EM in their organization.  Survey to each chapter asking for verification 
that they have MA agreements.  

b. The Role of Public Works in Widespread Health & Medical Crisis – Recommend we send it back to GAC as an 
Advocacy statement and ask for suggestions to strengthen it.  

c. Public Works Professionals as Emergency Responders – OK to move forward 
d. Improving Local Agencies’ Emergency Service Capabilities – Good with changes made 
e. Public Works Professionals and the National Disaster Recovery Framework (new) – during the meeting in 

Denver, members chose to not put this statement forward as they felt it would set a precedent which would 
raise the expectation for position statements on other frameworks.  

 
6. Review 2013-14 Work Plan and identify items for 2014-15 – tabled for June.  Teresa will provide an updated copy 

for all members for the next conference call.  
 

Due to lack of time, the remaining items were tabled until the June meeting at which time we will also discuss how much 
can we realistically address in our monthly conference calls?  Expand length of time for call or schedule a second call 
 

7. Follow-up from Spring meeting 
 Develop five leading questions that could be general and apply to most requests for comment 

o Is this something on which APWA should take a stand? 
o How will it impact public works? 
o Members will consider additional questions to share during the next conference call 

 Perhaps we want to provide the opportunity for all subcommittee members to sit in on the quarterly call (listen 
only) to identify items for discussion for their subcommittee 

 It was suggested that the subcommittee member process could mirror the APWA appointment process.  
Interested individuals should provide bio info for the committee to review.  An annual orientation call could take 
place where we review expectations.  We could also provide a letter to their supervisor if they wanted.  
Members agreed so we will need to look at the committee deadlines (Reporter, Congress, etc.) to determine the 
best date for the orientation.   

 
8. Brainstorming topics – identify topic (if any) for the next two Reporter issues and topic(s) for CLL.  

 Meth production using soda bottles – disposal of materials which are flammable/explosive (Kürt will see if he 
can get an article together for the UPROW issue – June 17 deadline) 

 How the fragile nature of our grid will affect public works (Mike will see if he can come up with something for the 
UPROW issue – June 17 deadline) 

 Use of transportation cameras to apprehend potential murderer (Phil Mann) 



 Community outreach to promote public works 
 Importance of training 
 Managing disaster debris and how to do it in a sustainable way – Ram Tewari 
 Mitigation to be better prepared – Ram Tewari 
 California standardized operational areas: How to prepare and recover when the costs come from the agency 

coffers, not FEMA reimbursement – Loni Eazell 
 What is a First Responder?  
 Basic Emergency Management Organization for small agencies 
 What is PW role as a first responder? (for police & fire journals) 
 The Needs of PW in Maintaining/Rebuilding Critical Infrastructure 
 Protection and resilience of our critical infrastructure 
 Cyber security 
 COOP 
 PW as first responders and owners of the critical infrastructure  
 Should APWA be the leaders in introducing resiliency in recovery? (reference executive order regarding 

resiliency) – Peter Drenan 
 Benefits of an exercise (include cost) – Gary Spraggins  
 Murrah bombing and Moore tornadoes (PW role in the events) – Ken Hill 
 Police officer – how important PW is to them – Gary’s contact 
 PW role in the Town festival (dealing with gang issues, crowd control, working with Nat’l Guard) – Mary Wilson 
 Reentry procedures for the islands around Florida – Gary Spraggins 
 LA County Foothills wildfire debris flows:  provide engineering advice for homeowners for how to protect their 

homes for upcoming rains – Loni Eazell 
 Gainesville’s use of their transportation system to capture a potential murderer 
 Community outreach to promote Public works 
 Importance of training 
 Skid row clean-up plan (Cora) – How public works, police, fire and social services agencies worked together 
 Managing volunteers 
 Public relations and social media (IS-42: Social Media in Emergency Management) 
 Atlanta PD – Operation Shield (Teresa Smith) where additional cameras were installed in the city for multiuse 
 Getting the message out to communities during disaster (Cora) 
 Painted crosswalks – skid issue (Mary co-authoring for the June issue) 
 How to write press releases or a 140-character message (what terms to use or not use) 
 How to have “coffee cup” or elevator conversations to educate others on PW 
 Rail care safety and hazardous materials – what it means to public works 
 Meth lab clean ups 
 Refuse truck fires due to chemicals (Mary’s community outreach) 
 How to deal with decontaminated water 
 Inoculation of PW employees 
 Installing an AM radio station for when there is a loss of cell or electric services.  (Chip) 

9. Climate resiliency follow-up – Teresa  
 
Informational  
 
Congress 2014 in Toronto  
 Social Media and Emergency Management (Sun, Aug 17 3:00-3:50pm) – Valérie Cēré (confirmed) 
 The Challenge of PW in Aboriginal, Rural or Isolated Communities – (Mon, Aug 18, 2:00-2:50pm) Valérie Cēré and 

Vince Slominski (confirmed) 
 Climate Risk and Its Potential Impact – (Mon, Aug 18, 4:00-4:50 pm) Dr. Vivien Gornitz & Leah Cohen, NYC Mayor’s 

Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability 
 Canadian Emergency Management Open Forum (Tues, Aug 19, 10:00-10:50am) – subcommittee facilitate 
 We Are Emergency Responders; Public Works in Traffic Incident Management and All-Hazards Emergencies – (Wed, 

Aug 20, 9:30-10:45am) Dave Bergner 
 Open Forum (Sun, Aug 17, 4:00-4:50pm) 
 Emergency Management Committee Meeting (Tues, Aug 19, noon-5:00pm) – invite subcommittee chairs and 

members 
 



Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net or post 
through web site)  
  May – Phil Mann  June – Teresa Smith  July – Kürt Blomquist 
 
Future committee conference calls will take place the second Wednesday of the month at 8am Pacific/9am 
Mountain/10am Central/11am Eastern.  The remainder of the term’s calls is scheduled as follows: 
   June 11 (Kürt not available)  July 9   August 19 in Toronto 
 
 
 


