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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
Wednesday, February 12, 2014 

 
 

Present: Kürt Blomquist  Mary Wilson 
 Jeff May Chip Barrett 
 Dave Bergner  Teresa Smith 
 Keith Pugh, GAC  Christine Walsh, APWA’s rep to the NHSC/Tri-Chair 
 Cora Jackson-Fossett, APWA Board 
 Jim Fahey, Staff Teresa Hon, Staff  
 
Absent:  Mike Sutherland  Phil Mann 
  
 
 1. Chair Blomquist called the meeting to order.  The January 8 meeting summary was approved as submitted. 

 
 2. At Large Director Report – Cora Jackson-Fossett  

 Staff will send the February talking points to members 
 National Assn Mgt Platform upgrade to help chapters use our website templates 
 Membership count is 28,425 which is a slight decrease over last year.  First time member campaign we have 

124 new members as of Jan 30.   
 Deadline for committee nominations is April 1; forms are on the website. 
 At-large director meeting for collaboration (will discuss more in-depth in item 7) 
 APWA Bd member Sue Hann now on Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure Board of Directors. 
 Los Angeles received ISI Envision Award 

 
3. Legislative Issues – Jim Fahey 

 House Homeland Security Committee has passed a Cyber Security bill which codifies DHS role to include cyber 
threat info sharing between Feds and the private sector.  Legislation bars mandates on private sector to share 
information.  Prospects in the Senate at this time are unclear. 

 Senate has passed a bill that would delay flood insurance premium rates until FEMA completes an affordability 
study in reaction to Bigger Waters Act that requires increasing rate consistent with water risks.  A bill is in the 
Senate but it’s not clear what its prospects are in the House.   

 Quiet since last conference call. 
 Mary Wilson asked if they will be changing the Stafford Act to include Katrina proposals. Kürt said no; the 

Stafford Act was updated after Hurricane Sandy.  There is no reimbursement for working regular hours because 
that time would have spent regardless of the event, even though it takes away from regular duties.  Overtime 
and contract support is reimbursed.  

 
4. GAC Emergency Management Subcommittee – Keith Pugh 

Meeting in DC April 1 and meeting with Congressional Reps on April 2.  Let Keith know about positions you would 
like to have presented to elected folks.  Time in DC will be spent on Transportation funding with MAP 21 expiring 
this year and will cover Highway Trust Fund shortcomings in the immediate future along with Stormwater issues.   

 
5. National Homeland Security Consortium Meeting Report – Chris Walsh will forward the notes from the meeting.  

She summarized with the following report:  
 Nice to be back on the call.  Had a meeting Jan 16 and 17 in DC.  Want to brief on what they talked about.  
 Group discussion with FEMA trying to develop recommendations for reducing future disaster costs including 

Mutual Aid, MOUs, Mutual Aid between public works and private companies (Lowes, Home Depot).  Interest in 
all disciplines having mutual aid and also involving whole communities.  Came up with approximately 20 
different recommendations.   
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 FEMA update from Tim Manning – they’ll be working on the Recovery Framework due to the changes from the 
Sandy Recovery.  New Secretary’s attention is focusing on internal efficiency and employee morale.   

 Had a very interesting discussion on lessons learned from Boston Marathon bombing. Kurt Schwartz was 
Incident Commander and was a great public speaker about the marathon with lessons learned that could be put 
in place; recommend him as a speaker.  Because he was the IC, he was underneath Boston on his way to 
where the bombing actually took place when the first one went off.  He’s a dynamic speaker who had his act 
together. 

 Discussed at length the impact on EM with changing weather patterns.  Because of this, FEMA’s money is 
being given out in great numbers.  Trying to be a weather ready nation is what NHSC is trying to do; to develop 
systems for monitoring conditions that lead to extreme weather and to national security issues.  Evaluate the 
resiliency of critical infrastructure.  This is a completely different area for Homeland Security and FEMA. 

 Cyber security initiatives and what is going on within that.  Updated by Mike Walker who is the Manager for 
Center for Homeland Defense.  For PW, utilities have been under attack daily.  Increasing issues of insider 
threats is a great concern for them, e.g. dissatisfied employee who is the only person operating the SCADA 
system would be a major threat.  The fear is that many think terrorism is going away, but he has seen an 
upswing. 

 Cyber is an all-hazards war. Being globally connected with supply chains. 
 Chris was reelected as NHSC Tri-Chair – a first for APWA.  
 What are the top three emergency issues facing public works?   

 Emerging trends 
 Hot topics 
 For reworking of white paper from which politicians speak.  Determine direction of consortium’s focus in the 

future with downtrends of money in the country.   
 Input from Committee then on to BoD.  
 Chris has two months to collect the info.   
 Interested in Chris’ viewpoint since it broader.  Every public works agency in this country is facing extreme 

weather patterns (drought, snow, flood, hurricanes).  That is our biggest amount of work that we have, in 
protecting critical infrastructure.  EPA grant went out for how to mitigate extreme weather.  For those in 
snow and ice – statewide salt consortium to be able to stock pile for possible use in extreme events.  

 Dave working with TRB committee dealing with climate.  
 Mutual Aid is really a struggle for all of us.  Don’t know what we can do to push for that, but should be high 

on our list.  
 Teresa Hon and Chris will work on information for Cora to use in Feb. 28th board discussion and perhaps 

send to Technical Committee chairs as well.  
 

6. Report from Subcommittee Conference Calls – In the interest of time and considering that some of the staff liaisons 
were not present, very brief reports were provided.  Staff will provide copies of all subcommittee meetings to 
committee members for more thorough review of the discussions.  
A. Response – Mary Wilson  
B. Recovery – Dave Bergner  
C. Mitigation – Mike Sutherland/Teresa 
D. Preparedness – Phil Mann/Teresa 
E. Canadian – Chip Barrett & Teresa Smith  

 
7. Collaboration 

A. Climate Adaptation conference call – Kürt/Teresa – Bigger picture discussion about adaptation and how the 
issue crosses multiple boundaries.  Introductory meeting in January identified issues for each specialty and 
what should APWA do to address the questions and issues.  Ideas of addressing common terminology.  
Climate change or global warming can be political hot-button terms.  What should our profession be doing to 
prepare our members?  Each committee talked about issues for them.  Rising sea level, designs, water supply 
issues, landscaping in ROW and public spaces, invasive species, heat loading, what role should PW leaders 
take on these issues.  All attendees concurred that this is a topic APWA should be taking on; this topic will be 
long-term and involve all committees. Details will be discussed at a meeting in April. 

B. Combined Committee Chair/At-Large Director conference call – Kürt & Cora – Feb 3rd call to discuss 
collaboration in general between the technical committees (with staff and APWA Past-President). The role of 
the HOD will shift this next year to a more collaborative and interactive structure.  What can we do as Technical 
Committees to work on projects or topics that cross over into other areas?  Reporter articles will be broadened 
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to include other topics.  Using flooding as an example, EMC could cover response, E&T could address 
mitigation, and Water could explain the best way to bring systems back-up.  Cora asked members to identify 
outstanding leaders for Leadership & Management’s “Recognize Your Leaders” column.  

 
8. Position Statement Review – Members will carefully review the advocacy documents (A-F).  If they are in 

agreement, they will send Teresa H a note as such.  If they have comments or suggestions, they will send to 
the lead contact for the statement. Deadline – March 1. 
A. Public Works and Statewide Mutual Aid – Mary Wilson will review the suggestions from a recent fire & police 

rescue training tabletop exercise and provide another update to committee members.   
B. Risk Map Program – Mike Sutherland 
C. Public Works and National Preparedness – Kürt Blomquist 
D. Public Works and the Stafford Act – Mary Wilson – Jim will look at comments APWA filed as a result of Sandy 

which could help work on this.  Chip mentioned prevailing wage state costs.   
E. Public Works and Cyber Security – Phil Mann – OK as written 
F. Public Works & Federal Homeland Security/ Emergency Management Grants – Mike Sutherland lead with Phil 

Mann 
G. Improving Local Agencies' Emergency Service Capabilities – Jeff May lead with Mary Wilson  
H. Public Works Professionals as Emergency Responders – Teresa Smith lead with Chip Barrett & Phil Mann 
I. The Role of Public Works during a Pandemic Flu Outbreak – Dave Bergner 
 

 9. Spring Meeting agenda items – Teresa H will send draft agenda out to committee for review during March meeting. 
If there is something you want to be certain we get to, please send to Kürt and Teresa.  

  A. Date – April 10-11, 2014, Location TBD 
  B. Brainstorming 
  C. Work Plan 
  D. Meet with Colorado State Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management Directors on Friday, 

April 11, 9:00am, 9195 E Mineral Avenue, #200, Centennial, CO – agenda items 
 
 10. Additional discussion items: 

Teresa mentioned a communication with a member in Mississippi regarding a bill that is being introduced at the 
state level. If passed it will provide $30,000 of life insurance to first responders killed during duty (as a first 
responder). It looks as though Public Works was left out. Teresa forwarded information which he will take to the 
capital and try to make sure Public Works is included.  

 
Informational: 
 
 10. Selection of topics for guaranteed educational opportunities  
  A. 2014 North American Snow Conference Emergency Management-related sessions  

 Using internal and external social media to improve winter operations (Daniel Rich, City of Elgin) - 5/4/2014, 
2:15PM 

 Incident Command System (ICS) approach to Snow and Ice removal (James Mihelich, Ohio DOT) - 
5/4/2014, 3:30PM 

 General Session Talk Show: Risk, Safety, Liability and Reliability - 5/5/2014, 8:00AM 
 Dial 911! There's a blizzard outside! (Ben Dow, City of Fargo and Marc Valenti, Town of Lexington) - 

5/5/2014, 11:10 AM 
 Best Maintenance Practices for Snow Fleets – Before, During and After the Snow - 5/5/2014, 3:30PM 
 Emergency Management 101 (Dave Bergner; Sara Croke, Weather or Not; Mary Wilson; Ron Ditmars) - 

5/5/2014, 3:30PM 
 What are your top ten winter maintenance issues? (Winter Maintenance Committee) - 5/5/2014, 3:30PM 

B. Congress 2014 in Toronto, Canada  
 Social Media and Emergency Management (Sun, Aug 17 3:00-3:50pm) – Valérie Cēré (confirmed) 
 The Challenge of PW in Aboriginal, Rural or Isolated Communities – (Mon, Aug 18, 2:00-2:50pm) Valérie 

Cēré and Vince Slominski (confirmed) 
 Climate Risk and Its Potential Impact – (Mon, Aug 18, 4:00-4:50 pm) Dr. Vivien Gornitz (confirmed) & Leah 

Cohen (tentative), NYC Mayor’s Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability 
 We Are Emergency Responders; Public Works in Traffic Incident Management and All-Hazards 

Emergencies – (Wed, Aug 20, 9:30-10:45am) Dave Bergner 
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 Open Forum (Sun, Aug 17, 4:00-4:50pm) 
 Emergency Management Committee Meeting (Tues, Aug 19, noon-5:00pm) 

 
 11. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net).  

Members agreed that Teresa would assign a month and if the member can’t post something, that member will work 
with another committee member to switch months.  

February – Dave Bergner 
March – Chip Barrett 
April – Jeff May 

May – Phil Mann 
June – Teresa Smith 
July – Kürt Blomquist 

 
 12. Future committee conference calls will take place the second Wednesday of the month at 8am Pacific/9am 

Mountain/10am Central/11am Eastern.  The reminder of the term’s calls are scheduled as follows: 
   March 12 
   April 10-11 Spring Meeting 
   May 14 

June 11 
July 9 
August 19 in Toronto 

 
   
 


