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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL SUMMARY 
Wednesday, October 8, 2014 

 
Present: Mike Sutherland, Chair  Chip Barrett  
  Jeff May  Mary Wilson 
  Dave Bergner  Phil Mann 
  Leon Berrett Don Bruey, SC/RC Liaison 
  Cora Jackson-Fossett, Bd Liaison Teresa Hon, Staff 
 
Absent: Keith Pugh, GAC Liaison 

  
The American Public Works Association exists to develop and support the people, agencies, and organizations that plan, build, maintain, and improve 

our communities. Working together, APWA and its membership contribute to a higher and sustainable quality of life. 
 

Emergency Management Committee Mission: The committee’s mission is to provide APWA members with resources and a forum for exchanging and 
developing ideas, knowledge, and technologies for minimizing the impact and consequences of disasters. It also intends to foster recognition of 

public works' important role(s) in emergency management, including its strong involvement in mitigation and recovery, as well as to influence public 
policies that will strengthen the ability of government at all levels to better address disaster management. 

 
 
 1. Chairman Mike Sutherland called the meeting to order.  The August 19 meeting summary was approved with 

changes.  The 2014-15 Business Plan was also approved with changes.  Teresa Hon indicated that Ziad Mazboudi 
had resigned from the committee due to an unanticipated employment opportunity in another country.  Mike 
Sutherland, Cora Jackson-Fossett and Teresa Hon will discuss nominees and forward a recommendation to 
President Stevens.   
 

2. Board Report – Cora Jackson-Fossett  
 Final national membership count at the end of August was 28,650, which is steady with what we’ve been 

maintaining for the last year or so.  The retention rate is 86%. 
 The Board of Directors will be meeting November 7 and 8 in Kansas City 
 Chapter Leadership Training has been scheduled for February 26 and 27, 2015. The Council of Chapters will 

also be holding their winter meeting on February 26 
 The 2015 Awards nomination criteria information is now available on the APWA web site.  Please encourage 

chapters to participate. 
 APWA will be holding an Awards webcast on October 22 to review online nominations and answer questions.  

Contact Rhonda Wilhite for more information. 
 A member asked if we have information on the rate of retirement of members and how it affects membership.   

Staff will follow-up with the Marketing Department to see if that information is available.  
 

3. Click, Listen and Learn schedule  
a. Public Works Senior Leaders Talk About Traffic Incident Management – This meeting hasn’t been scheduled 

yet so we will postpone the November program until possibly January. We encourage our chapters to host a 
TIM program for their members. 

b. Identifying and Preparing for Climate-Related Risks (Climate #1) – Scheduled for November 20. This is the first 
in a series of CLL programs which will address the climate topic.  A concept call has taken place with three 
speakers slated to provide information.  See the APWA web site for more information.  
 Patricia Martel, Office of the Fire Marshal and Emergency Management, ON 
 Mani Rajendran, Regional Municipality of Durham, ON 
 Sherry Godlewski, NH Dept of Environmental Svs 

c. Social Media and Emergency Management – the committee suggested staff ask Valérie Céré if she would be 
interested in presenting her information from the Congress program.  Her employment has changed so she will 
be unable to provide volunteer hours for this program.  We will cancel the program for now and revisit at a later 
date.  
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d. Weather and Climate (Climate #2) – This is the second program in the series and is tentatively scheduled for 
late January. Teresa needs to work with the Engineering & Technology Committee to flesh out the program and 
speakers.  It was suggested we reach out to John Madden, Alaska Director of State Emergency Management, 
who has a good presentation on climate change and what Alaska is doing.  He did a presentation in Monterey 
at the Naval Post Graduate School and might be a good resource.  With their permafrost melting in Alaska it is 
starting to release quite a bit of methane gas which is an unusual issue. 

e. Rockefeller 100 Resilient Cities (Climate #3) –  The Center for Sustainability will be taking the lead on this 
program, reaching out to two or three US Cities which appeared on the list. It is tentatively scheduled for April.  

f. Networking Ourselves in the First Responder Community – Phil Mann and Chris Walsh, Summer of 2015 (will 
be retooling the “How to Get a Seat at the Table” program).  Mike Sutherland would like to discuss with Phil and 
Chris to see if he has additional material he can contribute.   

 
4. SC/RC Congress plans – Don Bruey, SC/RC representative to the EM Committee, provided an update on 

discussions which have taken place within the committee with regards to emergency management.   
a. Held their conference call and are looking forward to Phoenix.  They want to do a presentation on EM in small 

cities with perhaps a table top exercise as a joint program with EM.  Will be attending the combined meeting in 
KC and hope to flesh out ideas.  Mike – could consider topics which are bigger and tailoring them down for 
smaller communities.  Don feels there is a huge need and probably lack of understanding that there is a need.  
There was agreement that either a super session small table top exercise (for a Wednesday morning) or a 
round table discussion where we would talk about an EOC, Incident Command, etc. Mutual Aid agreements.  
We can flesh it out more at the Combined Meeting this spring. Mary Wilson volunteered to participate as a 
resource from a small city.  

b. During the Congress Leadership and Management Committee meeting, Don mentioned that emergency 
management needs to be included in the institute curriculum, or at least an introduction to the topic (NIMS, 
etc.). 

 
5. Reporter Articles – Teresa is reaching out to individuals who previously volunteered to write an article for the 

Reporter. Once she receives confirmation or refusal from these individuals, she will reach out to committee 
members if there will be a shortage of material submitted for publication.  
 Managing disaster debris and how to do it in a sustainable way – Ram Tewari 
 LA County Foothills wildfire debris flows:  provide engineering advice for homeowners for how to protect their 

homes for upcoming rains – Loni Eazell 
 Mitigation to be better prepared – Ram Tewari 
 Murrah bombing and Moore tornadoes (PW role in the events) – Ken Hill 
 Benefits of an exercise (include cost) – Gary Spraggins  
 Should APWA be the leaders in introducing resiliency in recovery? (reference executive order regarding 

resiliency) – Peter Drenan 
 Reentry procedures for the islands around Florida – Gary Spraggins 
 California standardized operational areas: How to prepare and recover when the costs come from the agency 

coffers, not FEMA reimbursement – Loni Eazell 
 Public relations and social media – with community members, police, fire – Teresa will address for the 

Technical Committee piece and include suggestions from the subcommittees.  
o How to have “coffee cup” or elevator conversations to educate others on PW – figure out what that is and  
o IS-42: Social Media in Emergency Management 

 PW role in the Town festival (dealing with gang issues, crowd control, working with Nat’l Guard) – Mary Wilson 
 Police officer – how important PW is to them – Gary’s contact 
 Skid row clean-up plan (Cora) – How public works, police, fire and social services agencies worked together 
 Getting the message out to communities during disaster (Cora) 
 Installing an AM radio station for when there is a loss of cell or electric services.  (Chip) 
 Use of transportation cameras to apprehend potential murderer (Phil Mann) 
 Atlanta PD – Operation Shield (Teresa Smith) where additional cameras were installed in the city for multiuse 
 Refuse truck fires due to chemicals (Mary’s community outreach) 

6. Spring Meeting – Tentative dated of March 20-22, 2015, have been narrowed down.  Staff is working with area 
hotels to collect bids.  The SC/RC Committee and the Center for Sustainability will be joining the nine technical 
committees for this meeting.  Half the committees will meet on Friday; all committees will meet jointly on Saturday 
and the remaining committees will hold their meeting on Sunday.  As details are developed, staff will share 
information with the committee.  
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7. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net)  

October – Jeff May  
November – Dave Bergner 
December – Chip Barrett 
January – new member 
February – Leon Berrett 
March – Mike Sutherland 

April – Mary Wilson 
May – Phil Mann 
June – Jeff May 
July – Chip Barrett 
August – new member 

 
8. Schedule for future committee conference calls (currently the second Wednesday of the month at 8am Pacific/9am 

Mountain/10am Central/11am Eastern).  Future call dates:  
  November 19 (rescheduled date) December 10  January 14  February 11 
 
9. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.   
 


