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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL MEETING SUMMARY 
Tuesday, September 11, 2013 

 
 

Present: Kürt Blomquist  Dave Bergner  
 Mike Sutherland Teresa Smith 
 Chip Barrett Keith Pugh 
 Mary Wilson  
 Teresa Hon, Staff  Laura Berkey-Ames, Staff  
 
Absent:  Jeff May  Phil Mann   
   Cora Jackson-Fossett, APWA Board 
 

 1. Kürt Blomquist called the meeting to order. There were no changes or additions to the agenda.  The August 27 
Meeting Summary was approved with changes to the list of attendees.   
 

 2. At Large Director Report (Board of Directors) – Cora Jackson-Fossett was not available to provide a report.  
 
 3. Legislative Issues – Laura provided a legislative update to the Emergency Management Committee. She informed 

the committee that she will be attending the National Mitigation Alliance’s annual meeting on Wednesday, 
September 18. The meeting will focus on barriers to mitigation, long-term recovery and mitigation messaging post-
disaster. FEMA personnel will be in attendance as guest speakers. Laura will also attend a Dialogue on National 
Resilience at the National Institute of Building Sciences on Thursday, September 19. Emergency Management 
Committee member, Mary Wilson, will also be attending this meeting and representing APWA. 

 
  Laura reminded the Committee that comments on the FEMA’s working draft of the Critical Infrastructure National 

Plan: Partnering for Security and Resilience are due on September 19.  
  
 4. Continue Effectiveness of Subcommittee Discussion – Kürt tabled for the October committee meeting 
 
 5. Report on Critical Issues Discussion with the Board of Directors – Kürt  
  The change in the Board’s Business Meeting resulted in better engagement between committees and board.  One 

of the big themes was collaboration.  The majority of committees talked about lowering silos because much of what 
we do crosses boundaries.  How do we as APWA make what we provide to our members of value, recognizing that 
there are a number of other organizations out there which are discipline specific and could be considered 
competition?  This discussion was valuable for committees to be able to have more input with the board as they 
develop a strategy for the organization.   

 
 6. Review and Adoption of revised 2013-14 Business Plan – Teresa will update with decisions made during today’s 

conference call.  Consensus was to adopt the current plan, recognizing that it is a living document and can be 
changed throughout the year.  

 
 7. Selection of topics for educational opportunities  
  A. Congress 2014 in Toronto, Canada (Proposal deadline September 30) 

 How social media are important during emergency and how managing it is important, and how it can 
affect/help PW during a response. (perhaps 90-minute slot) – Valérie Cēré  

 The challenges of PW in Aboriginal communities (or other communities like rural/isolated/remote or 
culturally different) and how adapting culturally the EM planning is crucial and can save lives.  Mike 
indicated that when they use tribal hot shot teams they must be careful not to assign different tribal 
communities to work together.  Don Bruey is from Utah and will see if he can identify someone from a tribal 
community who could be a resource.  Perhaps we could work into the discussion border security and cross-
collaboration between the nations (with regard to homeland security) – Valérie Cēré  
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 New York City Panel on Climate Change Climate Risk Information 2013: Observations, Climate Change 
Projections, and Maps (might be a good one for a 90-minute) – Chris Walsh  

  B. 2014 North American Snow Conference (Proposal deadline September 30)  
 Modifying and Using ICS Forms for day to day operations – Kürt and Teresa talk to Chris re proposal and 

possible speakers 
 Lessons Learned – EM responses that didn’t go as well as planned and what they learned also Unified 

Command Center for snow and ice removal – Mary Wilson submit proposal 
 Ice Response and Recovery – Chip and Kürt work to identify a potential speaker 
 Pros/Cons of materials (e.g., rock dust) and secondary impact (killing grass and erosion) – Teresa share 

with Snow staff 
 What Policies/SOPs from an EM perspective should you have in place - Snow and Ice Control plan, 

declaring snow emergencies, parking bans, etc.  
  C. January edition of the Reporter (due November 15) – titles in bold have been confirmed with author 

 Recognize Your Leader (Reporter) – Flooding in Iowa? Jeff will touch base with Rick Fosse in Iowa City 
 Follow-up on Sandy:  Lessons Learned – Harry Weed agreed to author this article (Teresa to send 

reminder) 
 Traffic Incident Response Course – Dave Bergner & Kim Vásconez  
 SAFECOM/PSAC/First Net – Phil Mann 
 Procurement & Bartering for Debris Management and FEMA Reimbursement – Mary Wilson 
 Canadian focused article – Valérie Cēré and Bruce Kerr 
 Criticality analysis and  the City of Bend, OR’s planning process – Water Committee member 
 Being an Advocate, Be an Educator (Laura) – grass roots efforts.  How to get people involved (politicians 

at the local level) 
 Summary of Critical Infrastructure National Plan update (if possible) - Laura 
 Texas Task Force 1 urban search and rescue – How do we get one in our state?  

http://texastaskforce1.org/Pages/Default.aspx.  Brian Blake, Communications Director, Texas Engineering 
Extension Service (TEEX), Email: brian.blake@tamu.edu, Office Phone: (979) 458-6837 (Mike to contact) 

 EM from fleet perspective – their responsibilities (Fleet Committee member write article for Reporter) 
 IFME efforts for Emergency Management with International Perspective (Ross) – at end of article include an 

explanation of the committee’s meeting with them.  (Kürt follow-up)  
 Social Media and Emergency Management (Kürt did a presentation on this a while back and can do an 

article if we need the copy) 
 Mutual Support Agreements – Robert Kopp, Carrollton, Texas (Kürt follow-up) 
 Alberta Flooding follow-up – Patty Podoborozny or Darwin Durnie (Teresa follow-up) 
 Lessons Learned: Toronto Train accident – Gerry Davis, General Manager of Public Works, City of 

Hamilton – Teresa Smith follow-up 
 Tips for getting PW included in grants – Sudi Shoja (Teresa H follow-up) 

 
 8. Review of Congress 2013 EM 101 session – As an observer Mike felt the topics were broad enough to keep interest 

and offered variety. He thought it was a good overview.  No one was nodding off so that was good.  Kürt feels it 
would be a good idea to have a 101-type topic each year.  

 
 9. Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (post through the infoNOW web page or can send an e-mail 

addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net).  Members agreed that Teresa would assign a month and if the 
member can’t post something, that member will work with another committee member to switch months.  
September – Laura Berkey-Ames (National 

Preparedness Month) 
October – Teresa Smith 
November – Kürt Blomquist 
December – Mary Wilson 
January – Mike Sutherland 

February – Dave Bergner 
March – Chip Barrett 
April – Jeff May 
May – Phil Mann 
June – Teresa Smith 
July – Kürt Blomquist 

 
 10. Upcoming issue of IAEM newsletter/bulletin will contain a call for articles regarding Change.  Mike Sutherland will 

be submitting a piece, An Evolution of Change in Public Works.  It will hit the high points of what has changed in 
recent years, particularly since HSPD-8, APWA and its chapters, introduction of NIMS, 18 Critical Infrastructure 
Sectors, etc.  
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 11. Future committee conference calls will take place the second Wednesday of the month at 8am Pacific/9am 
Mountain/10am Central/11am Eastern.  Dates for the remainder of the year are: 
October 9  November 13  December 18 

 
There being no further business, the conference call meeting was adjourned.  
 


