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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE CONGRESS MEETING SUMMARY 
Tuesday, August 27, 2013 

 
 

Present: Kürt Blomquist  Dave Bergner Jeff May 
 Mike Sutherland Phil Mann Teresa Smith 
 Chris Walsh Mary Wilson Chip Barrett 
 Cora Jackson-Fossett, APWA Board Laura Berkey-Ames, Staff  
 Teresa Hon, Staff  Connie Hartline, APWA Staff 
 
Guests: Steve Materkowski Curt Edwards Keith Pugh 

Mark Ray Jim Foster Jeff Westbrook 
Vince Slominski Bruce Kerr Sara Croke 
Valérie Cēré  Douglas Aiken, IMSA Douglas Noble, ITE 
Kimberly C. Vásconez, USDOT/FHWA Eric Rensel, Gannett Fleming, Inc 

 
Absent:  Ken Hill   
 
 
 1. The meeting was called to order at 12:07pm.  Members and guests introduced themselves.  There were no 

changes or additions to the agenda.  The July 10 meeting summary was approved by consensus.   
  
 2. At Large Director Report (Board of Directors) – Cora Jackson-Fossett 

 Congress will be much more successful than expected.  On Friday there were 1603 full registrants.  We expect 
that number to rise to 1650 with a large number of one-day, walk-in registrations throughout the event.  All 
exhibit spaces have been sold.  

 The Professional Development Committee has been appointed.  Larry Frevert (Chair), Nancy Beward, Keith 
Duncan, Mary Joyce Ivers, Dwayne Kalynchuk, Pam Manning, Dick McKinley, Vicky Quiram, Keith Reester and 
Chris Walsh 

 Membership is holding steady with a slight increase.  We have an 87% retention rate.   
 The House of Delegates met to discuss a project on which to refocus.   
 The Donald C Stone Center has 29 applicants this quarter and 10 new Fellow applicants.   
 There are now 85 accredited agencies and growing 

 
 3. GAC Emergency Management Subcommittee – Keith Pugh reported that the Government Affairs Committee met 

yesterday.  They approved the 2014 advocacy priorities of which one is emergency management. Keith welcomes 
any comments or suggestions for issues for the Subcommittee to address.  

 
 4. ITE’s Traffic Incident Management-Emergency Transportation Operations Committee – Dave Bergner thanked the 

committee for allowing time on the agenda for our guests to speak to the group. Kim Vásconez (USDOT/FHWA) 
provided information to members on the Traffic Incident Management program which pulls together stakeholders 
(pw, police, fire, ems, and tow companies).  The goal is to provide training to improve performance and response in 
traffic incident management. Currently USDOT/FHWA is conducting Train the Trainer programs (Kürt Blomquist is a 
trainer).  The program will be online by the end of the year but the training is best live with other stakeholders.  
Teresa will work with Kim to provide information for our members. 

  SHRP2 National Traffic Incident Management Responder Training  
  Traffic Incident Management Outreach Toolkit 
 
  Doug Noble is the Institute of Transportation Engineers representative to the FHWA Emergency Transportation 

Operations program. He also staffs the National Transportation Operations Coalition.  (Marshall Elizer represents 
APWA on the Coalition.)  This alliance of national associations, practitioners and private sector groups represents 
the collective interests of stakeholders at state, local and regional levels, who have a wide range of experience in 
operations, planning and public safety. 
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  Eric Rensel serves on the ITE Emergency Management Transportation Operations Committee.  They are trying to 

get incident and emergency management messages out to a broader membership (within both organizations) and 
would like to collaborate on common outreach information.  He is a Traffic Incident Management Network liaison.  
The network provides a free monthly newsletter and webinars (www.TIMNetwork.org). They do not want to compete 
with APWA, rather to work together.  They wish for APWA to have a liaison to the group since there is overlap with 
all groups participating (certification, training, etc.).   

 
Doug Aiken is the Deputy Executive Director of the International Municipal Signal Association.  They are an 
organization of 12,000 members who are proactive on safety and supportive of TIM. He discussed FirstNet and the 
build out of the Nationwide Public Safety Broadband Network.  Phil Mann, APWA’s representative to FirstNet, 
contributed to the conversation regarding the deadline for governors.   

 
  Subcommittee member Mark Ray indicated he is a member of ITE and would be willing to volunteer to serve on a 

joint committee, representing APWA.  
 
 5. Legislative Issues – Laura Berkey-Ames 
  

NTIA Comments 
Following the presentation from the acting Executive Director of the International Municipal Signal Association, his 
discussion of FirstNet and the build out of the Nationwide Public Safety Broadband Network, Laura shared with the 
Committee comments that were submitted to the National Telecommunications and Information Administration in 
2012. The comments focused on why public works should be considered a primary user of the PSBN, public works 
role as first responders and that the build out of the network should be complete before grants are awarded to 
States. 
 
Cybersecurity 
Laura briefed the Committee on her cybersecurity advocacy efforts this past month. A letter was sent to Senators 
Rockefeller and Thune, leadership of the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee, in support of 
their bi-partisan bill the Cybersecurity Act of 2013 (S. 1353). Laura also reported that she had in-person discussions 
with the Committee’s minority and majority general counsel, Rebecca Seidel and John Williams. According to 
Rebecca and John, Senators Rockefeller and Thune would like this bill to come to the floor for a vote as soon as 
the Senate convenes after August recess. Rebecca and John also reported that the Senate Committee on 
Homeland Security and the Senate Committee on Intelligence are currently negotiating provisions of draft 
cybersecurity legislation which will focus on information sharing. However, this draft bill has yet to be made public.  
 
National Preparedness Month 
Laura reminded the committee that National Preparedness Month begins on September 1. This will be FEMA’s 10th 
annual National Preparedness Month. Once again, APWA joined FEMA’s Ready Campaign in June. Throughout 
National Preparedness Month, the Ready Campaign encourages individuals across the nation to take important 
preparedness steps that will greatly improve their ability to survive and recover from all types of emergencies, 
whether natural or man-made. These steps include putting together an emergency supply kit, making a family or 
business emergency plan, staying informed about the different types of emergencies that may your community, and 
becoming involved in community preparedness and response efforts. Laura informed the Committee to keep their 
eyes peeled for updates and alerts via infoNOW throughout National Preparedness Month. She also reported that it 
is anticipated that President Obama will issue a National Preparedness Month Presidential Proclamation.  
 
Advocacy Priorities 
The Committee discussed what their advocacy priorities are for the coming year and gave Laura direction as to 
what issues she should focus on. Two new areas the Committee would like Laura to focus on is Climate Change 
(as it pertains to severe weather events/phenomenon) and Tax Issues (as it pertains to taxation of public works 
uniforms and qualified non-personal use vehicles). As in years past, the Committee would also like Laura to 
continue to focus on the follow policy issue areas: 1) Cybersecurity; 2) National Flood Insurance Program – as it 
pertains to levee safety and certification, flood insurance and flood maps; 3) FEMA Public Assistance Programs – 
as it relates to any changes to pilot programs; 4) Medical Countermeasures – as it relates to vaccinations for public 
works professionals; 5) Appropriations – as it relates to funding allocations and homeland security/emergency 
management grant structure; 6) NTIA/FirstNet implementation and build out of Nationwide Public Safety Broadband 
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Network; 7) Any opportunity to get public works recognized as a first responder—looking for avenues to get this 
inserted in legislation and also to continue to get an equal seat at the table with other first responders at the national 
level.  
 
How can the Committee be more engaged and proactive in advocacy? 
The Emergency Management Committee discussed how they can be more engaged and proactive in Federal 
advocacy efforts. Laura recognized that the ebb and flow of opportunities are at the mercy of Congress’ agenda and 
the Administration’s priorities. However, when opportunities do arise the Committee agreed they want to make the 
most of it in the hopes of producing a larger product. The Committee has requested more lead time (if possible) to 
respond requests for comments and also asked that Laura continue to summarize the issue at hand in all of her 
email requests. Committee members informed Laura that if they do not know the answer to a specific request for 
comments, they will pass the request on to co-workers or colleagues who might know the answer. The Committee 
also requested that Laura send out an email to Committee and subcommittee members with a list of areas of 
interest/expertise so that they can indicate what their specialty is—as this will help Laura identify who to target when 
seeking comments.  

 
 6. Effectiveness of Subcommittee Discussion  – This discussion began during the spring face-to-face meeting with a 

plan of action identified at this meeting.  A variety of solutions were suggested as to how the subcommittees 
could/should be structured. It was determined that we should maintain the current four subcommittees/support 
teams, but also implement task teams for specific issues.  Clear expectations should be provided to each 
subcommittee/team.  Members agreed with Kürt’s proposal (making the change to reflect the combination of two 
subcommittees).  The proposal provides a structure, clear expectations and specifics regarding the specific focus.  
(See document at the end of the summary.) 

 
  APWA staff will ask current subcommittee members to reaffirm their commitment as a subcommittee member and 

indicate if they feel the current subcommittee is the right one or want to switch to another.  APWA will also ask 
those volunteers to provide input as to which topics they feel most qualified to address (for Laura’s use in soliciting 
comments and feedback).  Members who feel they are generalists could receive requests for feedback on multiple 
issues but serve on only one subcommittee. 

 
 7. Critical Issues the Committee sees and what assistance the Board of Directors can offer – There was thorough and 

extensive discussion amongst committee members.  Keith Pugh shared the items determined by the GAC and Cora 
Jackson-Fossett shared the Leadership & Management Committee’s issues.  Considering their input as well as that 
of the guests and committee members, three items which rose to the top for this committee were: 
 Continuing emphasis on first responders 
 Unfunded mandates & continuation of current funding 
 Collaboration internally (committees & chapters) and externally (with other associations/working 

groups/organizations/federal agencies) 
 
 8. Dialogue on National Resilience Invitation – Chris Walsh provided background on national resilience.  The invitation 

to participate in a dialogue on September 19 didn’t contain concrete details with regards to the intention of the 
meeting.  Mary Wilson could easily drive to the meeting and volunteered to attend, along with Laura Berkey-Ames 
and report back to the committee in October.  

 
 9. Review and Adoption of 2013-14 Business Plan – Members reviewed the draft work plan and made changes.  

Teresa will update for the committee’s review and adoption during the September conference call.  She will also 
send all members the EM PowerPoint for possible use in their chapter.  

 
 10. Selection of topics for educational opportunities  
  A. January edition of the Reporter (due November 15) 

 Recognize Your Leader (Reporter) – Flooding in Iowa? Jeff will touch base with Rick Fosse in Iowa City 
 Article for Leadership & Management issue (submitted) – Aden Hogan, “Leading Through Crisis.”   
 Follow-up on Sandy:  Lessons Learned – Harry Weed agreed to author this article (Teresa to send 

reminder) 
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 Texas Task Force 1 urban search and rescue – How do we get one in our state?  
http://texastaskforce1.org/Pages/Default.aspx.  Brian Blake, Communications Director, Texas Engineering 
Extension Service (TEEX), Email: brian.blake@tamu.edu, Office Phone: (979) 458-6837  

 EM from fleet perspective – their responsibilities (Fleet Committee member write article for Reporter) 
 Being an Advocate, Be an Educator (Laura) – grass roots efforts.  How to get people involved (politicians at 

the local level) 
 IFME efforts for Emergency Management with International Perspective (Ross) – at end of article include an 

explanation of the committee’s meeting with them.  
 Social Media and Emergency Management (Kürt did a presentation on this a while back) 
 Mutual Support Agreements - Robert Kopp, Carrollton, Texas 
 Traffic Incident Response Course – Dave Bergner & Vásconez  
 Alberta Flooding follow-up – Patty Podoborozny or Darwin Durnie 
 Canadian articles – Valérie Cēré and Bruce Kerr 
 Lessons Learned: Toronto Train accident – Gerry Davis, General Manager of Public Works, City of 

Hamilton 
 SAFECOM/PSAC/First Net – Phil Mann 
 Procurement & Bartering for Debris Management and FEMA Reimbursement – Mary Wilson 
 Tips for getting PW included in grants – Sudi Shoja 
 Criticality analysis and  the City of Bend, OR’s planning process – Water Committee member 

  B. Click, Listen & Learn Program (January, July) 
 Climate Adaptation – with E&T, F&G and Center for Sustainability 
 Debris Management 
 Availability of fuel/Manage fuel during emergencies/What fleet services took priority 
 Roadway Incident Manuel—encourage folks to purchase manual 

  C. 2014 North American Snow Conference (Proposal deadline September 30) 
 Using ICS Forms 
 Policies/SOPs 
 Ice Response Recovery 

  D. Congress 2014 in Toronto, Canada (Proposal deadline September 30) 
 After action report on the railroad accident – Gerry Davis, General Manager of Public Works, City of 

Hamilton (40 miles from Toronto) 
 Canadian perspective – Subcommittee member Valeria Cere was invited to suggest topics and possibly 

speak.  She offered the following suggestions: 
 The differences between the EM legislations and systems in different APWA's countries and how it 

could affect PW and brings issues in communication 
 How social media are important during emergency and how managing it is important, and develop on 

how it can affect/help PW during a response.  
 The challenges of PW in Aboriginal communities (or other communities like rural/isolated/remote or 

culturally different) and how adapting culturally the EM planning is crucial and can save lives.  Mike 
indicated that when they use tribal hot shot teams they must be careful not to assign different tribal 
communities to work together.  Don Bruey is from Utah and will see if he can identify someone from a 
tribal community who could be a resource.  The committee liked this topic best.  

 New York City Panel on Climate Change Climate Risk Information 2013: Observations, Climate 
Change Projections, and Maps – Chris Walsh (potential Toronto Congress topic) 

 
11.  External Working Groups – in the interest of time, Kürt asked members to review and forward changes and/or brief 

descriptions to Teresa.  This document assists APWA in monitoring the outreach of members on behalf of the 
association. 

 
12.  Overview of Congress 2013 sessions  
  A. Meeting and Event schedule  

 SC/RC Committee, Sunday 8:30-10:00am – Room E260 – Takeaway from the meeting for Kürt was the 
need for training for front line operations employees (in small operations of only one or two people in the 
public works department, it is impossible for multiple staff to leave for training) 
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 Open Forum, Sunday 4:00-4:50pm – Room E259 – the event was successful.  The committee recommends 
we hold the event again next year.  Perhaps an opportunity for dialogue between US and Canadian 
professionals to discuss similarities across the board and to learn from each other’s processes.  

 EM Committee meeting Tuesday, noon-5:00pm – Room E262 
 DCS Donald C Stone Center booth to discuss Emergency Management issues, Tuesday, 10:00-10:30am – 

Convention Center Lobby  
  B. Educational sessions 

 Public Works: A First Responder for Traffic Incidents and All Hazards Emergencies – Dave Bergner, 
Kimberly Vasconez (FHWA), Phil Mann (Sunday, 3:00-3:50pm) – Room E353a 

 Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network-Responding to the Call – Barbara Stiehl (Monday, 3:00-3:50pm) – 
Room E450b 

 Emergency Management 101 (Wednesday, 8:30-10:45am) – Chris Walsh to moderate, Speakers are Mark 
Ray, Kürt Blomquist, Dave Bergner, Vince Slominski, Jeff Westbrook – Room E253a 

 
13.  Donald C Stone Center Technical Track Career Paths – Tabled for future call 
 
14.  Schedule for monthly InfoNOW Community Postings (e-mail addressed to emergency@infonow.apwa.net).  

Members agreed that Teresa would assign a month and if the member can’t post something, they would work with 
another committee member to switch months.  

 
September – Laura Berkey-Ames (National 

Preparedness Month) 
October – Teresa Smith 
November – Kürt Blomquist 
December – Mary Wilson 
January – Mike Sutherland 

February – Dave Bergner 
March – Chip Barrett 
April – Jeff May 
May – Phil Mann 
June – Teresa Smith 
July – Kürt Blomquist 

 
15.  Spring Meeting – On behalf of Region VII, Jimmy Foster, extended an invitation to the Emergency Management 

Committee to meet in conjunction with the region.  Teresa reiterated that all meeting locations outside of Kansas 
City would need to be approved by the Executive Director, following a careful review of the budget for the spring 
meetings.   

 
16.  Schedule for future committee conference calls will continue with the second Wednesday of the month at 8am 

Pacific/9am Mountain/10am Central/11am Eastern 
 
17.  The meeting was adjourned at 4:30pm 

 



   

 
 
 

EM Subcommittees 
  
Structure 
 

 One EM Committee Member (should not be chair) 
 Chair 
 Vice Chair 

 
Expectation (minimal) 
 

 Bi-monthly meetings (6 times per year) 
 Review/comment on legislation/rule/policies 
 2 Months for InfoNow Postings 
 2 Reporter Article for January EM issue 
 1 clerk-listen-listen program 
 1 educational session for congress 

 
EM Committee member will report out on sub-committee activity at full committee meetings 
 
Subcommittee Structure: 
 
Each subcommittee will consist of about 5 members, which includes a subcommittee Chair which will be 
selected by that particular subcommittee. Moreover each subcommittee will have a full committee member 
present that will act as a liaison between the subcommittee and full committee. Subcommittee members will be 
selected by the full committee; however, subcommittee members will not be subjected to term limits.  The 
Emergency Management Committee will have 4 subcommittees: Mitigation, Preparation, Response and 
Recovery. Subcommittees will cover broad issue areas in order to ensure that subcommittee members will have 
projects to work on throughout the year.  Moreover, it is likely that some issues (ex: National Preparedness 
Goal, Stafford Act, Pandemic Flu, Cyber Security) may fall under more than one subcommittee. If this should 
be the case, then it is possible that more than one subcommittee will be charged with working on a particular 
subject matter.  To gain a better understanding of what issues the Emergency Management Committee 
Subcommittees are charged with, the following list below provides examples of subcommittee subject matter 
jurisdiction: 
 
Mitigation – Sustained actions that reduce or eliminate risk to people and property from 
natural hazards and their affect. Topics include: 
 
‐ Public Works as a First Responder 
‐ National Flood Insurance Program: Flood Insurance, Flood Map Modernizations 
‐ Levee Safety 
‐ Stafford Act/Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 
‐ Pre Disaster Mitigation Program 
‐ Climate Change and Adaptation  
‐ Codes and Standards 
‐ Planning and seismically retrofitting critical facilities 
 



   

 
 
 

Preparation – Activities or programs that are necessary to prepare for disasters and emergencies whether 
they are natural or manmade as well as actions and activities Public Works engage in to hinder the 
occurrence of a natural or manmade disaster Topics include: 
 
‐ Homeland Security Presidential Directive – 8 
‐ DHS Emergency Services Sector Activities: Information Sharing Work Group (HSIN 
Portal), National Level Exercises, Public Works Data Taxonomy 
‐ National Incident Management System 
‐ Infrastructure Protection Plan 
‐ National Preparedness Goal 
‐ Emergency Operations Plans and Response Plans 
‐ Training 
‐ Cyber Security 
‐ Interoperable Broadband Communications Network 
‐ Medical Countermeasures/Pandemic Flu (this will be moved from the Mitigation 
Subcommittee) 
‐ Chemical Security – Water and Wastewater Treatment Facilities 
‐ Anti-Terrorism, for example: nuclear detonation and biological terrorism 
 
Response – Actions and activities that take place immediately prior to or following the onset of a disaster or 
emergency toward protection of life, property and the environment. Topics 
Include: 
 
‐ FEMA Public Assistance Programs 
‐ Mutual Aid 
‐ Debris Mgt/Contracts 
‐ Incident Management Teams 
‐ Damage Assessment 
- Credential and Resources 
 
Recovery – Activities that are long term and conducted beyond the initial crisis period that focus on 
restoring all systems in a jurisdiction to pre-disaster condition. Topics Include: 
 
‐ FEMA Public Assistance Programs 
‐ Short-Term/Long-Term Disaster Recovery; FEMA Disaster Recovery Framework 
‐ National Preparedness Goal 
‐ Debris Management 
‐ Contracts for Vendor Services (required to support Public Works role in recovery) 
‐ Systems Restoration 
‐ Damage Assessments 
‐ Post Response Evaluations 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 12, 2013 

 

The Honorable John D. Rockefeller IV   The Honorable John Thune 

Chairman       Ranking Member 

Senate Committee on Commerce,      Senate Committee on Commerce, 

Science and Transportation      Science and Transportation 

US Senate       US Senate 

Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20510  

       

Dear Chairman Rockefeller and Ranking Member Thune:   

 

I am writing on behalf of the American Public Works Association’s (APWA) 29,000 members to 

express our appreciation for your leadership and commitment to strengthening cyber systems 

through the “Cbyersecurity Act of 2013” (S. 1353). Managing cyber risk to critical infrastructure 

systems will help build stronger, more resilient communities.  Public works agencies, regardless 

of size or location, must be capable of addressing the continual and expanding threat to cyber 

systems, and therefore play a vital role in national cybersecurity efforts.      

 

To strengthen the bill, we urge that the definition of “Cybersecurity Mission” in Sec. 2 recognize 

the role that public works plays in protecting public safety, public infrastructure and our nation’s 

cyber systems. As owners and operators of critical infrastructure, public works agencies use and 

monitor cyber systems to operate traffic management systems for safe and efficient travel; to 

manage water and sewage treatment facilities to ensure safe and clean water; to utilize 

emergency services/communications to prepare for, respond to and recover from disasters; and 

for other vital operations and services as described by Homeland Security Presidential Policy 

Directive 21. These cyber systems must be resilient to the increasing threat of terrorism, as well 

as to damage and disruption from natural or technological disasters. Cyber system risk 

management is key to ensuring that communities are capable of handling emergency situations 

and daily operations.    

 

We applaud Title I of S. 1353, which would establish national voluntary cybersecurity guidelines 

by collaborating with local, State, and Federal governments, industry experts, and entities from 

the public and private sector. State and local governments—which include public works 

agencies—implement programs overseen and funded by federal agencies, and frequently are 

custodians of confidential data. Public works agencies design their routine operations and 

emergency management plans around what is needed to protect and sustain a specific 

infrastructure system. Therefore, we strongly support provisions that will assure consultation 

with public works officials as stakeholders as national guidelines are developed.  Establishing 



voluntary guidelines will also strengthen local mitigation efforts aimed at breaking the cycle of 

repeated damage and reconstruction and improving recovery time.  

 

APWA is an organization dedicated to providing public works infrastructure and services to 

millions of people in rural and urban communities, both large and small. Working in the public 

interest, our members plan, design, build, operate, manage, administer and maintain the 

transportation, water supply, sewage and refuse disposal systems, public buildings, and other 

structures and facilities essential to our nation’s economy and quality of life.  

 

We appreciate your support and leadership in moving this issue forward. APWA is a ready 

resource for assistance, and if you or your staff has any questions, please contact Laura Berkey-

Ames, Government Affairs Manager, in APWA’s Washington, D.C. Office at (202) 218-6734 or 

lberkey@apwa.net.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Peter B. King 

Executive Director  

 

mailto:lberkey@apwa.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
HCHB Room 4812 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
 

American Public Works Association 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 

Docket No: 120509050-1050-01 
 
The American Public Works Association (APWA) appreciates the opportunity to submit these 
comments concerning the development of the State and Local Implementation Grant Program for 
the Nationwide Public Safety Broadband Network (PSBN).  
 
APWA is an organization dedicated to providing public works infrastructure and services to 
millions of people in rural and urban communities, both large and small. Working in the public 
interest, our nearly 29,000 members plan, design, build, operate, manage, administer and 
maintain the transportation, water supply, sewage and refuse disposal systems, public buildings, 
and other structures and facilities essential to our nation’s economy and way of life.  
 
Public works professionals play a crucial role in preparation, response and recovery operations 
addressing all hazards, disasters and emergencies which include events such as blizzards, 
hurricanes, earthquakes, tornadoes, floods, pandemics or terror attacks. They are often the only 
first responders qualified and capable of providing services during disaster recovery efforts such 
as debris or snow removal, and operating pumping and drainage systems after a flood. 
 
As the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) begins to develop 
the programmatic requirements which will govern the State and Local planning grants program, 
APWA would like to highlight why the NTIA will benefit from including local public works 
agencies in the State consultation process and why public works should be allowed primary 
access to the PSBN.  
 
Local public works agencies are key to the daily welfare of communities nationwide and are the 
guardians of many of the nation’s critical infrastructure systems. They need to be a part of the 
state consultation process. When disaster strikes, local public works agencies are called upon to 
serve at the forefront. As first responders, public works agencies work alongside police, fire and 



emergency medical responders, and need interoperable emergency communications to coordinate 
mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery operations with federal, state and local partners.  
 
Providing  public works with primary access to the PSBN will aid communities—and ultimately 
individuals—in reducing the risk of injury, loss of life and/or property in the wake of a disaster. 
Through the use of emergency communications, public works dispatch mobile and fixed assets 
during search and rescue activities, remove debris, restore utility/water services and assist with 
traffic incident management and the operation of incident command centers and evacuation 
centers. Through the use of the PSBN, public works agencies will be able to help maintain safer 
communities, thus creating a more resilient nation.   
 
The American Public Works Association appreciates the opportunity to submit these comments. 
If you have any questions or need any additional information, please feel free to contact me at 
(202) 408-9541 or pking@apwa.net.  

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.  

Sincerely,  

 

Peter B. King 
APWA Executive Director  
 

 


